0 مجنت سم‎ eset tenuere ee ааа EASES RETTIG за эз етен 


Mark Jimenez posts P1-M bail to avoid jail iem. 
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German, RP gov'ts 
confirm it's Irene ^^. 


But failed attempt to launder funds i is not. a crime in Germany 


——————— 


By DONNA S. CUETO 


DUSSELDORF, Germany— 
Both German and Philippine 
government officials have fi- 
nally confirmed that Irene 
Marcos-Aranefa went to a 
Deutsche Bank branch here 
in February and attempted to 
transfer Swiss deposits—al- 
legedly consisting of billions 
of dollars in ill-gotten 
wealth—into a new account. 

The Department of Justice and 
Malacafiang are set to make an an- 
nouncement after German investi- 
gators furnished seven-member 
Philippine government delegation 
that arrived here on June 25 with 
reported evidence of the alleged 
money-laundering attempt, del- 
egates said 

‘The Dusseldorf prosecutor's of- 
fice, which led the "money laun- 
dering” investigation, said that there 
was “no question" that the Marcos 
heiress had been in Deutsche Bank 
and had faxed the Union Bank of 
‘Switzerland (UBS) a letter request- 
ing the fund transfer, 

But the prosecutor's office 
closed the investigation on March 
29 because an unsuccessful attempt 
to transfer funds "is not considered 
a crime,” said Johannes Mocken, 
spokesperson of the Dusseldorf 

MANILA BAY is a frenzy of waves at the height of typhoon Feria, which is expected to move today toward Batanes and three northern provinces, where storm signal Мо. З has been raised. prosecutor's office. 
ERNIEUSARMIENTO. “It's a fact for us that she came 
here," Mocken said. It was the first 


. categorical statement from a Ger- 

orm Feria batters uzon; 5dead = ess 

e 9 Marcos daughter and husband 

Greggy were in the bank and had 

BY THE PDI NORTHERN LUZON INQUIRER showed. and from Baguio—Kennon Road, The eye of the storm was lo- along with three northern provinces, attempted to move deposits from 

AND VISAYAS BUREAUS Feria's strong winds and heavy Naguilian Road and Marcos High- cated at 710 kilometers northeast storm signal No. 3 has been raised. UBS AG in Zurich. 

rains also triggered massive land- — way. of Manila at mid afternoon yester- Two people were killed when Deutsche Bank has authenticated 

BAGUIO CITY—At least five slides in Baguio and in Nueva Dalton Pass, a major link іо апі day, with sustained maximum their house collapsed and plunged Irene's fax, which passed through 

people were killed in this city and Vizcaya, rendering major routes in from Cagayan Valley, was also winds of 140 km per hour and gusts down a hill in Barangay Poliwes in its headquarters in Frankfurt. UBS 

in Cagayan as tropical storm Feria these areas impassable to all motor closed to traffic after a section of of up to 170 km per hour, accord- (із city yesterday morning. Their officials, however, will not confirm 
(international code пате: Utor) bat- — vehicles. the highway in Barangay Mag- іпр to the weather bureau. names were not available at press whether the fax reached Zurich. 

tered Northern Luzon yesterday and The landslides forced the clo- asawang Kahoy in Sta. Fe, Nueva Tt is expected to move today to- бте, “There was a plan (to launder 

Tuesday, reports gathered by the sure of the three major routes to Vizcaya, was hit by a landslide. ward the ines Islands, where, ‘STORM/ AS GERMAN/ A16 


Jimenez Вепќаіпѕ find Ador story ‘credible’ but NBI having doubts 


posts bail By JEROME ANING, оа оаа м MU ICT 
CATHY YAMSUAN, agent of the defunct Presidential present data gathered by the bu- һай so far failed to show the NBI ping or assassinating business and 

t id . il CHRISTIAN V. ESGUERRA Anti-Organized Crime Task Force. reau,” NBI Director Reynaldo any identification card or document political figures. 
O AVOIG JAL Aw Nocum But the family of casino em- Wycoco yesterday told reporters. proving that he was affiliated with Mawanay further claimed yes- 

ployee Edgar Bentain finds the ac-  Wycoco said the polygraph test the PAOCTF. terday that: 

BY JEROME ANING THE NATIONAL Bureau of Inves- count of Mawanay that Bentain was taken by Mawanay the other day Mawanay has claimed that Sen. © Lacson ordered him to deliver 
tigation is having doubts about the abducted and murdered in 1999 neither proved nor disproved that Panfilo Lacson, former head of the money to “Kabayan” and “Korina,” 
MANILA Rep. Mark Jimenez veracity of the stream of allegations “credible.” he was telling the truth, The test PAOCTF and the Philippine Na- apparently referring to Noli de 


posted yesterday a Pl-millign bail by Angelo Mawanay alias Ador, “Most of his statements are in- was inconclusive, tional Police, had plotted to desta- BENTAINS/ А16 
at a city regional trial court, which 


зао на ene 11150110 filed case аг que HOSTAGE STORY‏ ا 
United States. 5‏ 
Judge Guillermo Purgananofthe VS Wife 9 days °‏ 
бшуш ашшы ош before his death T = Lalaine: We were‏ 
have Jimenez detained without bail‏ 


m т Г treated like visitors 


He cited the fact that Jimenez Попа ncia rio las 
e his consüens Tuesday, а lote from a lumi ستو‎ Meca ae шокы eter Dee 
i member read by a granddaughter Ч Speaking in Filipino, Benito 

Jimenez, Mario Crespo in real ing not to be able "to provide the 3 words ex-hostage Lalaine Chua said “She is thoughtful. If there's fat on 
life, was indicted in 1998 by a fed- peace and dignity he richly de- when she embraced her sobbing fa- ту food, she'll say, "Papa, you're 
eral grand jury in Florida for illegal served. We felt sorry not to have F ther Benito Chua Tuesday in not allowed to eat that. 
campaign contributions to the given (in) to his wishes to drop all Zamboanga City. — Lalaine said her experience had. 
Democratic Party, tax evasion, mail cases before his death." In an exclusive interview with changed her. 
fraud and other offenses Yet, nine days before he died, ч this reporter, Lalaine, 14, said she — "I came to know myself, that I 

He later fled to the Philippines Пиѕогіо filed a civil case demand- was more worried about her family сал endure,” she said in Taglish, in 
and was appointed adviser on Latin ing that his wife Erlinda Kalaw- in Manila than her own fate in the а straightforward tone. “I'm more 
American affairs by then President Пиѕогіо turn over to him the certifi- hands of the Abu Sayyaf in Basilan. confident now. I also learned to ap- 
Joseph Estrada. cates of titles to seven condominium i ч She said there were nights that preciate my family more. 

Jimenez, accompanied by his units that he allegedly owned in she spent weeping and thinking: The experience made her realize 
lawyer Mario Bautista, arrived in Makati City, "What will happen if I'm unable to that one should constantly demon- 
court at around 4:30 p.m. and posted Іа his court petition, Husorio had goback? What will bappento Papa, strate love for one's (шу. Ө 
the cash bond. alleged that the money used by jama, and my siblings?” “It used to be that your family is 

Не also surrendered his passport, Erlinda to acquire the seven condo- АРР eek again at the Palace where President Macapagal honors Marine According to her father, Lalaine just there, You dida't know that 
which was issued by the Philippine minium units at the 37-story BSA БЕ ове постоен ш оз of пе Оша Eip ci is the darling of the family. But you should love one another better, 

JIMENEZ AS ILUSORIO/ AS DENNISSABANGAN despite the attention, he said, she LALAINE/ A16 
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Pascual and Belle Corp. director 
William Ocier. 

The plunder charge before the 
Sandiganbayan was based on six 
cases filed by the Ombudsman. 

These include the allegations 
that Estrada received about P430 
million in bribes from jueteng 
and P130 million from tobacco 
excise taxes from the province 
of Ilocos 5ш 

They also include allegations 
that Estrada received P189.7 mil- 
lion in kickbacks from Belle Corp. 
Investments, that he maintained 
the P3.2-billion Jose Velarde ac- 
count and a P500-million trust ac- 
count at the Equitable-PCIBank, 
and that he benefited from the BW 
stock scam. 

The cases were filed before the 
Sandiganbayan on April 4 and his 
arraignment has been scheduled for 
July 10. 
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Gov’t readies more 
cases against Erap 


contain a list of Estrada's cronies. 

The four other cases, Gervacio 
told reporters, would be filed within 
two weeks. 

The cases are expected to be in- 
tegrated into the plunder charge that 
will be heard by the Sandigan- 
bayan's third division. 

At the same forum, Garvacio 
raised the possibility of using the 
testimony of Jimenez against 
Estrada. Jimenez is facing extradi- 
tion to the US on fraud, tax eva- 
sion and campaign contribution 
charges. 

“We're using that in the evalua- 
tion... it figured very, very promi- 
nently," Gervacio said of Jimenez's 
affidavit. 

Aside from Jimenez, the gov- 
еттеп is eyeing the possibility of 
using the testimonies of former SSS 
administrator Carlos Arellano, 
former GSIS president Federico 


MNLF, MILF aiding 
Abu, military charges 


however. 

“He just wants to look good be- 
‘cause they have people helping the Abu 
Sayyaf,” Adan said. 

Еа Kabalu, main spokesperson of 
the MILF, said the military was linking 
his group to the Abu Sayyaf because it 
has run out of alibis for its failure to 
capture the bandits. 

"They hit two birds with one stone. 
They have found an excuse while giv- 
ing the MILF a bad name.” Kabalu said 

Probe MNLF deaths 

Gov. Nur Misuari of the Autonomous 
Region in Muslim Mindanao asked 
Malacañang to look into the Basilan op- 
eration against the Abu Sayyaf where 
eight MNLF members were killed and 
five others were wounded. 

Misuari, in an interview with Davao 
City newsmen, said he wanted to find 
out why his men were dragged into the 
Abu Sayyaf crisis. 

He said he raised this concern with 
President Macapagal-Arroyo during the 
symbolic acceptance of medical equip- 
ment from Saudi Arabia, 

Misuari said the incident could cre- 
ate a bigger problem if not immediately 
addressed. 

Kabalu, meanwhile, confirmed that 
the MILF was monitoring the condi- 
tions of the 22 hostages still in the 
hands of Abu Sayyaf, 

“We are not just focusing our atten- 
tion on the (plight) of the Dos Palma 
hostages but the local hostages as well; 

blu said. Julie Alipala-Inot, Allan 
Nawal and Ayan Mellejor, PDI 
Mindanao Bureau 


ISABELA CITY—The military yes- 
terday maintained that the Abu Sayyaf 
عمط‎ links to both the Moro Islamic 
Liberation Front and the Moro Na- 
Чопа! Liberation Front. 

"The factthat the Abu Sayyaf landed 
їп Tuburan, so-called MILF country in 
this province, and they were able to es- 
cape easily from the town could only 
‘mean that they are being protected by 
the MILF." Maj. Alberto Gepilano of 
"Task Force Comet told the INQUIRER. 

The same observation was made 
by AFP spokesperson Brig. Gen 
Edilberto Adan yesterday morning in 
an interview over dzRH. 

‘Adan said the MILF received 
500,000 from the bandits to put up a 
blocking force against pursuing gov- 
ernment troops. 

As for the MNLF, Adan said mem- 
bers of the erstwhile rebel group have 
helped the Abu Sayyaf fight the soldiers. 

"Our soldiers were hit by bullets in 
the back and in the side. Sometimes ће 
MNLF tried to mislead them,” Adan said. 

Gepilano said, however, that not 
all the members of the MILF were 
helping the Abu Sayyaf. 

"Only a small faction tends to sup- 
port the ASG,” he said. 

MILF's role. 

Ustadz Shariff Mohsin Julabbi, 
MILF spokesperson for Western 
‘Mindanao, said the MILF's role is to 
censure the safe release of the hostages. 

He said the MILF played a big role 
їп the release of Lalaine Chua and 
Luis Bautista Ш on Tuesd: 


‘Adan dismissed Julabbi's claim, 


Sabaya seeking asylum 


would be accepted there.” he said. 

‘Adan said the Malaysian defense 
minister who was in town last week 
Вай assured him Kuala Lumpur will 
mot let Sabaya in. 

"The delense minister said Malay- 
sia does not harbor terrorists so he will 
not be accepted there" Adan said. 

Adan said Sabaya could call his 
friends anywhere in the world from his. 
satellite phone to make arrangements 
Toran escape. 

“It is possible because of reports 
that they have accumulated a lot of 
money from ransom. He wants to enjoy 
(the money) so he will leave the moun- 
tains and his men to relax in a foreign 
country.” Adan said. 

‘Adan said the military would “do 
its best" to prevent Sabaya from leav- 
ing the country. Juliet L. Javellana 


ARMED Forces spokesperson Brig. 
Gen. Edilberto Adan yesterday con- 
firmed reports that Abu Sayyaf leader 
‘Abu Sabaya is seeking asylum in Ma- 
laysia. 

‘Adan said Sabaya apparently wants 
to hie off 1 a foreign land to enjoy the 
ransom money he has reportedly col- 
lected from the Dos Palmas hostages. 

Asked if he was confirming the 
payment of ransom for the freed hos- 
tages, Adan said: "No, we're not con- 
firming that. We are just saying it's a 
very big possibility 

In an interview in Malacafiang, 
‘Adan said the military has received re- 
poris Sabaya was exploring the possi- 
bility of seeking asylum in Malaysia. 

“We got information that he has 
been asking if he has a criminal record 
in Malaysia. He wants to know if he 


to allegations made by new Manila 
Rep. Mark Jimenez that he gave 
the former president a total of P346 
million over a period of time. 

“We have the final draft. We are 
timing this or... it might be timed 
with the arraignment (of Estrada on 
July 10)... Four other plunder cases 
will follow, maybe in a week or 
two... Two will be expedited,” 
Gervacio said at the briefing. 

Gervacio identified the four 
other cases as those involving the 
supposed attempted takeover of 
the Mimosa Leisure Estate, the 
allegedly anomalous P2.4-billion 
coastal road project, the 1999 
P1.2-billion land case involving 
EI Shaddai's Bro. Mike Velarde, 
and the last case which would be 
based on the contents of the "sec- 
ond envelope” at Estrada's im- 
peachment trial. 

The "second envelope" is said to 


Court says 
ERS BIR revamp 


can continue 


‘THE BUREAU of Inter- 
mal Revenue has been 
granted temporary re- 
prieve to proceed with its 
reorganization after the 
Supreme Court stopped а 
lower court from block- 
ing the revamp. 

In an order penned 
July 2 by Associate Jus- 
tice Jose A. R. Melo, the 
high court ordered a 
Quezon City regional tial 
Court to comment on the 
petition by BIR officials 
requesting a temporary 
restraining order in 10 
days. 

The high court's di- 
rective came after BIR of- 
ficials filed a civil case 
against Commissioner 
Rene Bañez for transfer- 
ring several of them to 
other posts. 

In that case, it was al- 
leged that Bañez had is- 
sued Revenue Travel As- 
signment Order (RTAO) 
оп May 21, 2001 reas- 
signing the BIR officials. 

The reassignments 
were opposed by the BIR 
personnel who said that, 
among other things, the 
RTAO was issued during 
the election period. 

In their petition, the 
BIR employees also asked 
the high coun to issue a 
TRO stopping the revamp. 

QC Judge Rose Marie 
Alonzo-Legasto granted 
the TRO on June 25 but 
Bañez contested it and 
raised the issue before the 
Supreme Court. 

On July 2, Melo is- 
sued a TRO but this did 
not stop the infighting at 
the tax agency. 

Yesterday, members 
of the Philippine Associa- 
tion of Revenue District 
Officers (Pardo) filed a 
case of plunder against 
Bañez. 

In the complaint, the 
revenue officers alleged 
that Bañez had conspired 
with former BIR chief 
Beethoven Rualo to de- 
fraud the govemment of 
PLE billion. Martin P. 
Marfil 
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BY MARTIN P. MARFIL 


THE GOVERNMENT 
plans to file more cases 
against ousted President 
Joseph Estrada. 

This was announced yesterday 
by Overall Deputy Ombudsman 
Margarito Gervacio Jr. who told a 
press briefing that at least two of 
the six additional cases they intend 
to file before the Sandiganbayan 
are now being finalized. 

One of the cases, Gervacio 
said, concerns allegations that 
Estrada forced the Government 
Service Insurance System and the 
Social Security System to invest 
in Belle Corp. sometime in Octo- 
ber 1999. 

He did not disclose the nature 
of the second case. 

A check by reporters revealed 
the second case might be connected 
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RP-US Friendship Day 
anything but friendly 


‘American Пар, the protesters presented а 
short drama depicting what they said Fili- 
pinos have suffered from their dealings 
with the US, such as the bases treaty, par- 
ity rights, the Mutual Defense Treaty and 
the Visiting Forces Agreement 

Morante said the Filipino people 
are on the losing end in its friendship 
with the US and that only government 
leaders benefit from collaboration with 
the Americans. 

The groups also castigated the 
Macapagal administration for complying 
with conditions set by multilateral finan- 

ial institutions like the Intemational 
Monetary Fund and the World Bank, 
which they said were US-dominated. 

"It is quite disturbing that the gov- 
emmentis proud to be begging for scraps 
of aid from the US," Morante said, re- 
calling President Macapagal's recent an- 
‘nouncement of US loans and the sale of 
military equipment for the modemiza- 
tion of the country's armed forces. 

"The protesters cited the laws that have 
been passed or are in the process of being 
passed because of pressure from US-led 
ntemational financial institutions, such 
as the Power Industry Reform Law, the 
Ой Deregulation Law and the privatiza- 
tion of the National Food Authority. 

Morante said they would continue 
to fight the government for as long as 
it continues to "sacrifice the future of 
the Filipino youth to profit-hungry for- 
eign capitalists.” 


oes God exist? If God exists, what kind of a 
God is He? Can we know anything about His 
nature and His plan for humankind? The 


The apostle Paul wrote in Hebrews Chapter 2, 
verses 10-11: "In bringing many sons to glory, it was 
fitting that God, for whom and through whom 
everything exists, should make the author of their 
salvation perfect through suffering. Both the one who 
makes men holy and those who are made holy are of 
the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them 
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By JEROME ANING 


CHANTING slogans against imperial- 
ism and capitalism, militant groups 
yesterday trooped to the United States 
Embassy on Roxas Boulevard, only to 
find themselves outnumbered by the 
police forces mustered there. 

‘The rally was staged to protest the 
annual observance of Philippine- 
American Friendship Day, which hap- 
pens to coincide with the 225th anni- 
versary of American independence. 

‘About 30 protesters, led by the 
Kilusan Para sa Demokrasya and the 
Youth for Nationalism and Democ- 
racy, were prevented from going 
through with their plans to hold a pro- 
gram at the embassy gates by about 
200 anti-riot policemen. 

‘The group decided to move to the 
sidewalk of Roxas Boulevard’s north- 
bound lane where they proceeded to 
Tambast the annual Fil-Am Friendship 
Day as “a commemoration of the vic- 
tory of the world’s sole superpower 
‘over the Filipino people." 

The activists described the friend- 
ship between the Philippines and the 
US as “grossly lopsided.” 

"The US was never a friend or a 
hero to Filipinos," said Millet Gobrin- 
Morante, KPD secretary general. 
"Friendship with the US is equivalent 
to iron fists clamped around our necks.” 

Instead of the traditional buming of the 


D 


answer is a resounding YES! God has revealed 
Himself through the Scriptures. The Scriptures tell us 
that God is a Divine Family and He is bringing many 
sonsto glory. 


brothers." 


Does ‘morning after’ 
pill induce abortion? 


HEALTH Secretary Manuel Dayrit has ordered the 
Bureau of Food and Drugs to determine if a so-called 
"morning after" pill known as Postinor prevents preg- 
nancy by causing an abortion in the patient, as claimed 
by a pro-life coalition which wants the drug banned 
in the country. 

И has been estimated that Postinor 2 (levonorgestrel) 
prevents 85 percent of expected pregnancies if used at 
least 48 hours after unprotected intercourse, and 58 
percent if used between 48 and 72 hours after. 

But the precise mode of action of the pill is not 
known, according to pharmaceutical literature on 
the contraceptive. Emergency hormonal contracep- 
tion is thought to work mainly by preventing ovula- 
tion and fertilization by altering tubal transport of 
sperm or ova, 

However, according to Abay Pamilya counsel Jo 
Imbong, Postinor, which is registered as a contracep- 
tive, renders a pregnant woman's uterine lining in- 
hospitable to the fertilized egg, thus aborting—rather 
than simply preventing—early pregnancy. 

“Abortion is а criminal offense in the country and the 
1987 Constitution protects the life of the unbom child 
from the moment of conception,” Imbong said. Gerald б. 
Lacuarta 
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Not me, Saño insists 
about role in releases 


STEF ао, a.k.a. Cesar Padilla, is persistent in 
denying reports about his role in the release of 
hostages held by the Abu Sayyaf. 

‘Safo, an anchorman at Radio Mindanao Net- 
work, the station of choice of the Abu Sayyaf, 
denied he was at the scene of the latest hostage 
release—that of Lalaine Chua and Luis Bautista lil. 

Sao also denied knowing the veracity of re- 
ports that P6 million was paid for the release of the 
two hostages. 

“1 wasn't there, I was never at any release 
scene. I was at home having breakfast when the 
two were released,” Saño told the INQUIRER, 

‘The INQUIRER reported that $айо was at the 
scene of the release based on a radio report he 
gave in the morning confirming the release of 
Chua and Bautista 

He said he was at home when RMN called 
him up to confirm the release of the hostages. 

"Nobody had confirmed the release at the 
time,” he said. 

He said he called up Lalaine's mother, Luisa, 
оп her cellular phone and she confirmed that 
Lalaine had called her up to convey the news of 
her freedom. Juliet L. Javellana 


Free copies of the exciting booklet 
Who, What, is God? will be 
distributed FREE OF CHARGE at 
the lecture. You can also write or 
callus for your free copies 
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Whaat! Bad Breath? 


No need to consult with medical 
professional. The cane otc ira as been 
ngnosed and pinpoint 
"Prherabreati?" System is the solution. 
Wis guaranteed o cure had breath, itersour 
taste. phlegm in throat, pasty saliva, awful 
morning breath, 
Tre Davey we Meu МАС. Mons Quos 
Pls. Call: Моге Fresh Brestheraphy Center 
390-5380 895-5532; 895-6775 


referring to the abnormal movements 
of the peso in the last days of the 
Estrada administration. 

‘When the Macapagal administra- 
tion took over in January, the peso 
strengthened to P47 against the dol- 
lar from а historic low of P55.75 to 
the greenback. 
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Scholarship Exam Dates: (Day 1) July 5, 2001 or (Day 2) July 6, 2001 
З ыз. exam, choose from either 9:00 am - i2noon OR 130 - 430 pm 
Aniouncement of Scholarships will be on July 7th at 10:30 am (same venue) 


- STUDY in SINGAPORE - 
EXCELLENT WORK OPPORTUNITIES IN SINGAPORE AFTER GRADUATION 
Available to BSc. Degree Graduates and HRM Diploma Graduates 
Call INTER-ED now for RESERVATIONS. Tels. 819-1001/02 or 8183040 or 812-0596 
Visit our website: www.inter-ed.com 2nd Fir. Trafalgar Plaza, H.V. de la Costa St. - 
Email: intered@info.com.ph Salcedo Village, Makati City 1227 
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Centre, beautiful, ©‏ ع 
younger-lookiyg skin is easy to‏ 
achieve. By co‏ 


the confidence back to help our lo- 
‘cal currency,” Buenaventura said. 

“The central bank chief pointed out 
that the unresolved hostage crisis and 
the spate of kidnappings have adversely 
affected the local tourism industry. 

‘An economic slowdown in the 
United States and Japan is also af- 
fecting the peso. Because of the 
slowdown, the flow of foreign di- 
тесі and portfolio investments into 
the country is slowing down. 

A trader from a foreign bank said 
the travel advisories put out by coun- 
tries like the US, Japan and Aus- 
tralia were scaring away not only 
travelers but also investors. 

"The peace-and-order situation is 
really the root of the problem. It is 
creating undue panic. That is why. 
we have a supply crunch in the mar- 
ket. Nobody wants to. sell dollars 
but a lot of people want to buy dol- 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


put any more pressure. 
by buying their dollar 


a supply crunch in the. 


they expect the situ- 


lars.” the trader said. 


Buenaventura expressed confi- 
dence that the peso would recover. 

“People should keep in mind that 
we were. in the same situation be- 
fore and it corrected itself,” he said, 


back to normal spreads 
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CASH for DIAMONDS 


NIBOR DIAMOND BUYING - 
OFFICE of the PHILIPPINES 


EKKAN 


* INSTANT CASH for diamonds 3 carat & above. 


* REIMBURSEMENT of TRAVEL EXPENSES 
of out of town sellers if sale is consummated. 


* REDEMPTION ASSISTANCE of jewelries ang 
diamonds from pawnshops & banks. 


ALL TRANSACTIONS KEPT CONFIDENTIAL 
Tel: 726-4749 ٠ Mo! 
Monday-Saturday. 9am-5pm 


Omics: Makati City - Office 2 Factory: CENTRAL BUILDING, 37 Arayat St, 


ile: (0917) 536-2456 


met with oil companies to convince 


requirements ahead of time, 
Instead of hedging in the PDS, 
the BSP told the oil firms to avail 
themselves of the central bank's cur- 
rency risk protection program. 
Traders agreed that oil compa- 
mies and other big multinational 
firms that bought dollars ahead of 
their obligations aggravated the 
shortage in the dollar supply 
Buenaventura admitted that the 
unresolved peacc-and-order situation 


"Traders said overseas contract 
workers and other dollar eamers 
were not selling dollars on the mar- 


tion to worsen. At the same time, 
“others are buying aggressively now 
as they expect the peso to further 


“We need to restore confidence 
in our peace-and-order situation so 


over other currencies. We really need 
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CLARIFYING TREATMENTS 
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DISCOUNT 
JULY 11 - 15, 2001 


On Brands like HOBART, 
BUNN-O-MATIC, RATIONAL, 
PRINCE CASTLE, HATCO, 
CRES COR, CARTER HOFFMAN 


HURRY LIMITED 
SUPPLY ONLY! 
First come, first serve 
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BSP intervenes to stop peso fall 


By CLARISSA S. BATINO 
them not to 
LAST-MINUTE intervention by the оп the peso 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas yester- 
day enabled the peso to close at P52.94 
against the dollar after it had dropped 
10a low of P53.10 in the moming. 

‘Traders said the BSP sold about 
$15 million in the morning and an- 
other $15 million in the last 10 min- 
utes of trading at the Philippine Deal- 
ing System (PDS). 

BSP Governor Rafael 
Buenaventura told reporters in the 
moming and again an hour before cur- 
rency trading ended at the PDS that 
the BSP would provide "liquidity." 

But Buenaventura refused to con- 
firm reports from traders that the 
BSP had sold dollars through con- 
duit banks. 

Asked by reporters whether the 
BSP had intervened, the BSP gov- 
emor smiled and said no. 

The BSP, said another official, 
has been sticking to its policy of not 

its open-market activities. 

Aside from its aggressive inter- 
vention, the central bank yesterday 


was causing 
market. 


ket because 


weaken. 
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US spy plane parts 
flown out via RP 


BY TJBURGONIO said the crew was joined 

by four Russians and two. 
Americans on Tuesday 
night. 

Ground crew person- 
nel were instructed to 
provide food as well as 
potable and lavatory wa- 
ter to the plane, which 
was parked at а remote 
bay at the airport. 

Security appeared lax 
around the plane, which 
had only its wingtip a 
cockpit lights on. With 
ап AP report 


A RUSSTAN cargo plane 
carrying parts of a US 
Navy spy plane out of 
China made a brief 
refueling stop at the 
Ninoy Aquino Interna- 
tional Airport Tuesday 
evening, 

The Antonov 124 
took off for Honolulu, 
Hawaii, at 12:57 a.m, 
carly the following morn 
ing, less than six hours 
after it landed, airport au- 
thorities said. 

‘The cargo plane was 
carrying the last 40 tons 
оГ parts of the American 
EP-3 Orion that figured 
ina mid-air collision with 
а Chinese fighter jet on 
April | 

"The Chinese jet disap- 
peared and is believed to 
have crashed into the sea 
with its pilot on board. 

The EP-3, packed 
with the latest sophisti- 
cated spying gear, was 
forced to land on the Chi- 
mese island ,of Hainan 
where its 24-man crew 
was detained for 11 days 
before being allowed to 
fly back to the US. 

‘American experts dis- 
mantled the plane and 
packed it into crates to 
transport it back tothe US 
after Chinese. authorities 
would not allow them to 
fly it out. 

The Americans plan 
to re-assemble the plane 
and fly it again, US offi- 
cials said. 

The Russian plane was 
due to land Wednesday, 
American independence 
day, in Honolulu before 
heading for its final desti- 
nation—a Lockheed Mar- 
tin facility in Marietta, 
Georgia. Lockheed is the 
builder of the aircraft. 

The Antonov was pi- 
loted by a Capt 
Chokhine. On board were 
18 crewmembers. 

Local airport officials 
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trickle home SC upholds 


bank secrecy 
in Amari deal 


By MARTIN P, MARFIL. 


THE GOVERNMENT cannot inspect a bank ac- 
count where about P70 million had been deposited 
in connection with the controversial deal between 
the Public Estates Authority and the Amari Coastal 
Development Bay Corp. according to the Supreme 
Court that voted 15-0 on the matter. 

In 17-page ruling dated June 27 and written by 
Associate Justice Bernardo Pardo, the tribunal said 
the Office of the Ombudsman could inspect a bank 
account only if there was a pending case before "а 
court of competent jurisdiction.” 

"Further, the account must be clearly identified, 
the inspection limited to the subject mater of the 
pending сазе...” it said. 

The case stemmed from an investigation launched 
by the Ombudsman in connection with the 1995 PEA- 
Amari land deal, which concerned the alleged "virtual 
giveaway” to a private firm of 1.58 million square 
meters of reclaimed prime land along Manila Bay. 

11 checks 
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killed 29 sabelos (mother milkfish) in land- 
based tanks at the National Bangus Breeding. 
Station in Tiwi. Albay. 

‘Wesily Rosario, Bureau of Fisheries and 
Aquatic Resources-Dagupan Center chief, said 
the sabalos died last week from the Mt. Mayon 
ish fall that had been carried by the northwest 
monsoon 

"The ash fall could have suffocated the 
sabalos in the circular tank and the situation 
Was worsened by a power blackout which ren- 
dered the tank's aerators useless," said 
Rosario. 

He said this could set back the bangus 
brood stock development in the land-based 
tanks program in Bicol. 

Fortunately, the 70 sabalas left in the fish 
саре at Bacacay, Albay, were not affected by 
the ash fall 

At the BFAR center here, at least 190 
sabalos are batching eggs and another 30 are 
expected to arrive from the Visayas this 
month. 

"The center sells bangus fry and fingerlings 
to the province's fishpond operators. AFP 
with reports from Rey Nasol, PDI Southern 
Lui Bureau and Yolanda Fuertes, PDI 
Northern Luzon Bureau 


ground whenever river waters become notice- 
ably swift and muddy," which would suggest 
the movement of dislodged volcanic debris. 

Government volcanologist Ed Villacorte 
said it would be at least a month before the 
lower alert level was withdrawn. 

But he said residents of areas outside the 
six-kilometer permanent danger zone around 
the volcano could soon return home safely 

‘The civil defense office said the eruption 
caused agricultural damage worth about Р40 

Feeding the thousands of evacuees also 
сой the government at least one million pe- 
sos а day, the social welfare office said. 

Mayon last erupted in February 2000, dis- 
placing 80,000 people. lis most destructive 
explosion was in 1814, when 1.200 people 
‘were killed and an entire town buried in vol- 
canic mud. 

Daep said that prolonged and intense rain- 
fall could loosen iahar deposits and hazard- 
ous volcanic flows could pass through river 
channels, like the Mabinit and Buyuan rivers. 
But other gullies around Mayon may also 
channel life-threatening lahar, he said. 

In Dagupan City, a fisheries offici 
ported that ash from the Mayon eruption had 


is skirting the north of the country, could 
bring heavy rains that would result in large 
volcanic mudflows. But the rain over Mayon 
has been light so far 

‘Aviation authorities allowed flights to 
resume to the Legazpi City airport on Tues- 
day, but Philippine Airlines said its flights to 
the city remained suspended because of the 
typhoon. 

‘The Philippine Institute of Volcanology 
and Seismology said "that hazardous erap- 
tions have ceased.” 

"Integrating observations over the past 
few days, a trend of decreasing unrest has 
become evident and a corresponding reduc- 
tion in eruption-related hazard is recognized," 
it said in a bulletin. 

Mayon's sulfur-dioxide emissions have 
decreased, ash has disappeared from the steam. 
rising from the crater and ground deforma- 
tion has subsided, the institute added. 

‘Phivolcs therefore recommended the re- 
duction of the eight-kilometer extended dan- 
ger zone in the southeast to seven kilometers 
зо that displaced residents could return to 
their homes. 

В urged those returning home, however, "to 
be alert and to be prepared to move to higher 
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Quiet Mayon lets residents 


LEGAZPI CITY—Mayon Volcano has 
‘ceased erupting and about 25,000 evacuees 
сап return home, government experts said 
yesterday after a two-week crisis. 

However, the civil defense office said ty- 
phoon "Fera" was expected to keep 30 
Schools-turned-evacuntion centers full for the 
time being. 

Volcanologists lowered the highest of a five- 
stage eruption alert to level four, and said those. 
living further than seven kilometers from 
Mayon’ crater may safely retum to their homes. 

Provincial disaster management chief Cedric 
‘Diep said about half of those who had fied their. 
homes after the eruption almost two weeks ago. 
could now go back to their homes in the towns 
of Daraga, Sto. Domingo and this city. 

Daep said about 16,000 residents would 
have to remain in evacuation camps. 

‘About 60 families from Camalig town, 
near the foothills of Mayon, have returned 
home, the social welfare office said. 

"The cone-shaped mountain exploded into 

life on June 23, displacing 46,039 people, 
‘mostly farmers on surrounding foothills. 

No one was killed in the blast, although a 
child died of illness at an evacuation center. 

There are fears that typhoon Feria, which 


Court records showed that businessman George 
"Trivino purchased 51 manager's checks worth P272.1 
million at Traders Royal Bunk on May 2 and 3, 1995, 

Of the 51 checks, 11 were deposited and credited 
to an account maintained at the Union Bank of the 
Philippincs Julia Vargas branch. 

An inspection was set on May 13, 1998, but this 
was postponed. On May 26 of he запо month, 
members of the Ombudsmun's Fact-Finding and In- 
lelligence Bureau (FFIB) met with Union Bank 
branch manager Lourdes Marquez to seek permis- 
sion to examine the checks. 

After the examination, the FFIB told Marquez to 
comply with an Ombudsman order for an "in camera" 
inspection of the account concerned on June 3, 1998, 

But on June 4, Marquez told the Ombudsman 
that the account in question could not be readily 
identified, and asked for more time. 

In reply, the Ombudsman issued a waring, say- 
ing the delay was unjustified and that Marquez could 
be held for indirect contempt and obstruction, 

‘The next month, the bank manager filed a peti- 
tion before a regional trial court seeking an injunc- 
tion, which was denied. 

She then filed a motion for reconsideration and 
tried to fight off the attempt to have her cited for 
contempt before the Ombudsman. But in both in- 
stances, her bid was denied 

On Oct. 14, 1998, the Ombudsman ruled that 
Marquez should be cited for indirect contempt should 
she fail to submit the pieces of evidence required, 

Tt was this point that she went to the Supreme 
Court, where she sought to clarify whether she could 
be cited for contempt despite the bank secrecy law. 


Always 
with you in mind 


At First Life, 
we seek to provide you 


with only the best service you can have 
5 5 Thursday, July 5, 2001 
13th Week in Ordinary Time 
Ist Reading: Gen 22:1-19 
Gospel: Mt 9:1-8 

Jesus got back into the bont, crossed the lake 
again, and came to his hometown. Here they 
brought a paralyzed man to him, lying on a bed. 
Jesus saw their faith and said (o the par 
“Courage, my son! Your sins аге forgiven. 

"Then some teachers ofthe Law said to them- 
selves, "This man insults God." Jesus was 
aware оГ what they were thinking, ond said, 
"Why have you such evil thoughts? Which is 
easier to say: "Your sins are forgiven’ or "Stand 
зр and walk? You must know that the Son of 
Man has authority on earth to forgive sins." He 
then said to the paralyzed man, "Stand up! Take 
your stretcher and go home." The man got up, 
and went home. 

‘When the crowds saw this, they were filled 
with awe and praised God for giving such 
power to human bein 
Commentary: 

Once again we see Jesus depicted as the new 
Moses. After crossing the sea he arrives in Is- 
rael, lis home country. What he finds is not a 
heaithy situation, but one of spiritual insensi- 
tiveness and sin, symbolized by a paralyzed pe 
зоп, When Jesus attenpts to heal this person by 
forgiving his sins, he is even criticized by the 
official interpreters of the law who accuse him 
Of nothing less than blasphemy. Against this 
grossly inadequate interpretation of the lw Je- 
Sus demonstrates that he acts wih God's aw- 
thority and heals the person. In doing this he 
points 1o the authority of every human being as 
‘achild of God to share in God's healing power. 
The people are amazed and glorify God. 

‘Father, we are often unaware of the healing 
presence of your Word in our lives. Grant us 
the faith, which we may walk in the power of 
your Word 

‘Claretian Publications Inc, 8 Mayumi St, 
UP Village, Diliman, Quezon City, UP P.O. 
Вох 4, Diliman, 1101 Quezon City; Tel: 921- 

mail: claret@en Let: 
Websieschtpzlheww Mile claretorz (Claretian 
Publications Inc.) & httpz/[missionaries.- 
claret.org (Claretians in the Philippi 


from your life insurance company. 
This is why we put a high value 

in giving you the extra time 

and attention you need 


in insurance service. 


With utmost customer care 

comes the assurance 

of true stability and reliability 

as distinguished by our strategic partnerships 
with global life insurance leaders, 


Swiss Life and The Dai-Ichi Life of Japan. 


Our commitment 


goes beyond mere business. 


with you always in mind. 


M اا‎ 

IAL LAW (CIVIL PROCEDURE)— 
Indirect contempt—indirect contempt is one 
committed out of or not in the presence of the 
court that tends to Бейше, degrade, cbstuct or 
embares the court and justice. There is по ques- 
tion that disobedience or resistance to a lawful 
Мй, process, order, judgment or command of a 
сош ог injuncion granted by a court or judge 
Constitutes indirect contempt. Section 3, Rule 71 
of ihe then Revised Rules of Court provides for 
the mode of commencing proceedings for indirect 
contempt, The case of Nazareno у. Bares inter- 
preted à “written charge" to mean either (1) an 
Order requiring the person to be charged with 
contempt to show cause why he should not be 
punished for contempt, e issued by the coun, or 
Q2) a petition for contempt by way of a special 
Givi action under Rule 71 be initimted in order for 
Contempt proceedings to prosper. The first pro- 
Gedure applies only Where the indirect contempt 
is committed against a court or judge possessed 
and clothed with contempt powers, The sec- 
ond, И the contemptuous aci was commited 
mot against п court nor а judicial officer with 
authority to punish for contemptuous acts, [Ci 
tations omitied.] [Justice Ynares-Santiago, First 
Division, Cañas v. Castigador, GR. Мо. 
139844, December 15, 2000 
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The Office of Civil Defense re- 
ported floods and landslides hitting 
Sections of Apayao, as well ns the 
towns of Lagangilang and San Quintin 
in Abr 

No casualties were reported. 

по Nueva Beja, Gov. Tomas Joson 
ш suspended work in government of 
fices at noon ater storm signal No: 2 
was raised here. Classes in elemen- 
Шу and ig schools were suspended, 

Work in government offices in 
Nueva Vizcaya was also suspended at 
noon yesterday. 

Power blackouts were also reported 
in parts of the province. Reports from 
Vincent Calre, Nathan Аш 
Desiree Сайа, Frank Cimara, 
Estanislao Caldez, Ben Moses Ebreo 
and Cristina Arzadon, PDI Northern 
Luzon and Anselmo Rogue, PDI Cen- 
"ral Luzon Desk; Jani Аттай, Carla 
P. Gomez and Jhannex Napallacan, 
PDI Visayas Barean; АР 


A passing Superferry vessel res- 
cued the lone fisherman, Toning 


Obrador. 
Floods 

Major sections of downtown 
Baguio were flooded yesterday. 

‘Students who braved the storm ما‎ 
gei to school had to wade home as the 
Waters rose to two and a half feet near 
Burnham Park and the lower section 
of Session Road. 

The floods cut off traffic toward 
the northeast sections of the city for 
about four hours. Burnham Lake over- 
flowed, inundating the central Baguio 
districts. 

Classes in all levels in Baguio were 
suspended, and much of the city was 
hit by a power outage. Most of the 
business establishments were closed 
because of the floods. 

Rescue workers documented at 
least 70 storm-related incidents, mostly 
landslides. 


Laminated Flooring 


modern flooring covering the best floors around the world 
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Wood (HDF) 

. Counter Balance 


SKEMA 


Made in Italy 


P 580.00 
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Sole Agent: 


DEXTERTON INDUSTRIAL CORP. 
157 Sgt. E. Rivera St. (Near Damar Village) Quezon City 
Tel.: 323-1111 ; 361-6006 ; 362-0288 Fax No. 362-0524 
E-mail : dexterton@dexterton.com _ www.dexterton.com 
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Power was cut off in the entire 
Maasin starting at | p.m. after 
power lines were found corroded 
by seawater. 

‘The Southern Leyte Electric Co- 
operative said power would be re- 
stored about 9 p.m. last night. 

Big waves beached two barges 
Owned by FF Cruz construction 
Tuesday night. The vessels were 
being used in the P109-million ex- 
pansion of the Maasin City port. 

‘An FF Cruz official, who asked 
not to be named, said a tugboat was 
unable to tow the barges to shelter 
at a nearby island because of the 
turbulent waters. 

In Negros Occidental, at least 500 
families were displaced when strong 
‘winds and waves destroyed and dam- 
aged houses in Valladolid town and 
the cities of Talisay and Cadiz. 

Valladolid was badly hit, with 
50 houses destroyed and 250 oth- 
ers damaged. Two houses were de- 
stroyed and four were damaged in 
Talisay and Cadiz. 

А power biackout also hit 11 towns 
and two cities in Negros Occidental 
yesterday morning, after strong winds 
toppled electric posts. 

"The affected towns are Binalbagan, 
Isabela, Hinigaran, Moises Padilla. La 
Castellana, Pontevedra, San Enrique, 
Valladolid, Pulupandan, Escalante, 
Toboso and Calatrava, 

Power was also cut off in the cities 
of Himamaylan and La Carlota. 

In Cebu City, Feri's strong winds 
and big waves also battered a passen- 
ger motor boat and a fishing boat Tues- 
day night. 

‘The motor boat Santo Niño У, 
bound for Camotes Island from Danao 
City. Cebu, was forced to anchor off 
the Kalamian waters when its rudder 
post broke off. 

Godofredo Mandal, Cebu Coast 
Guard station commander, said all 17 
passengers and crew were rescued by 
а tugboat. 

À fishing boat capsized off the 
Hilutungan waters in Cordova town 
past 4 p.m. yesterday. 


Make the right choice 
of getting a 
Happy Family Housing Loan 
from April 30 to 
July 31, 2001 
from BPI Family Bank. 


Plus get any of these appliances or furniture for FREE! 


Apply now and find out how FAST, EASY & AFFORDABLE it can be! . 
ө 5-day credit decision 
‘© P30,000 minimum monthly income requirement 
Low, low rates 


‘Make the right choice and gel your Happy Family Housing Loan from BPI Family Bonk today! 
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ERNIE SARMIENTO 
rescued from a hut near the Padtan 
River. They took shelter in the hut 
after the river swelled. 
State of calamity 

Southern Leyte Gov. Rosette 
Lerias said she had asked the pro- 
vincial board to declare a state of 
calamity in three coastal barangays 
in Maasin, where strong winds and 
big waves destroyed 50 houses. 

‘She said relief goods had been 
distributed to 50 families displaced 
from Barangays Mantahan, 
Mambajao and Asuncion. 


8 BPI FAMILY BANK 


САШ > 845-6888 


oF any Express 


(From page A1) 


In Barangay Guisad, 2-year-old 
Julian Sagandoy was killed when 
the family home was crushed by a 
boulder and buried in mud. 

Civilians were able to rescue 
‘Sagandoy's three-month-old sister, 
April Joy. 

Та Cagayan, two men were elec- 
trocuted in separate incidents Tues- 
day night. 

Tricycle driver Rodolfo de 
Guzman, 45, was hit by a live wire. 
dangling from an electric post in 
Barangay Casambalangan in Sta. 
Ana town. 

А companion was injured when 
he tried to pull De Guzman away 
from the wire. 

Tn Barangay Lugo, also in Sta. 
Ana, Armando Javier died while 


merged 10 houses. 

At this writing, rescue workers 
were still digging through debris to 
rescue two children whose house 
was buried by a landslide in 
Barangay Aurora Hill, reports from 
the City Disaster Coordinating 
Council said. 

In Laoag City, four people were 


changing a light bulb in his house 
at the height of a downpour, 

Inthe Visayas, atleast 550 fami- 
lies were evacuated to safe grounds 
when strong winds and big waves 
destroyed 102 houses and damaged 
254 others along the coastal vil- 
lages in Maasin City, Southern 
Leyte, and in two cities and one 
town in Negros Occidental. 

A power blackout hit Maasin 
about I p.m. yesterday and 11 towns 
and two cities in Negros Occidental 
earlier in the day. 

4 kids missing 

In Baguio, four children were 
reported missing in Barangay Do- 
minican, while four families in 
Barangay Bakakeng Central were 
moved to safe grounds. 

‘A family was trapped at the City 
‘Camp Lagoon, a perennially flood- 
prone section, where the waters sub- 


Ilusorio filed case... 


They also wanted Erlinda and 
Ramon to turn over to them the rentals 
for the condominium units. 

Power of attorney 

‘The petition said that on Dec. 15, 
1995, Позогіо executed а special 
power of attorney in favor of his wife 
to “administer, manage or dispose" of 

the provision that thi 
power be exercised in сопсштепсе 
‘with Ramon and Lin. 

It alleged that Erlinda, as the agent 
of llusorio, purchased several units at 
BSA Tower using Ilusorio's funds 
through the Multinational Investment 
Bancorporation (MIB), which is 
chaired by Ramon. 

lusorio had trust accounts with 
MIB. 

Tlusorio had contended that because 
the money used to acquire the condo- 
minium units originated from his per- 
sonal funds, then he had legal rights 
over the property. 

Не also asked the court to order his. 
wife and son "not to se, transfer, dis- 
pose of or encumber the (condo- 
minium) units without the knowledge 
and/or express written consent of the 
plaintiffs." 

On Feb21, 1997, Erlinda author- 
ized MIB to purchase Unit 2901 of 
BSA Tower for P5.52 million using 
her husband’s funds. 

Pursuant to the instruction, MIB 
had entered in 1997 into a contract to 
sell concerning Unit 2901 with ASB 
Realty Corp. on behalf of Ашу. Husorio 
and Erlinda. On June 21, 1997, MIB, 
again using funds of Ашу. ilusorio, 
had likewise entered into another con- 
tract to sell with ASB Realty concern- 
ing condominium Units 3610, 3611 
and 3612, The (same units) were sub- 
sequently swapped on March 19, 1998 
with six upper penthouses and the ex- 
clusive right of easement on parking 
space numbers 8 and 9 of Podium 3 of 
the BSA Tower,” the late business- 
man-lawyer claimed. 


(From page A1) 


‘Tower in Legaspi Village, Makati City, 
came from his personal funds and that 
the property rightly belonged to him. 
He had said that despite repeated de- 
mands, his wife and their son, Ramon, 
refused to turn over the titles to him. 

Tlusorio, 88, filed the civil case on 
June 19 jointly with his daughters 
Sylvia Thisorio and Ma. Erlinda "Lin" 
Iusorio-Bildner before the Makati City 
Regional Trial Court branch 147. 

Tlusorio died on June 28 and was 
cremated the same day. 

‘The llusorio couple had engaged in 
а Jong and bitter legal battle that had 
gone all the way to the Supreme Court. 
‘The feud split the family down the 
middle, with three children-—Ramon. 
Marietta and Shereen—taking the side 
of their méther and another three— 
Sylvia, Maximo and Lin—siding with 
their father. 

llusorio's assets were conserva- 
tively estimated to be worth at least 
P300 million in 1999. 

In 1988, Erlinda had charged that 
Sylvia and Lin changed her husband's 
will and put їп a clause that would 
give them free rein over the llusorio 
estate. The daughters had denied the 
allegations. 

‘The family's assets include several 
companies, as well as houses, condo- 
minium units and prime property in 
Makati City, Baguio City, Tagaytay 
City and New York City. llusorio once 
held a controlling interest in the Phil- 
ippine Overseas Telecommunications 

company. He also held 216 shares in 
the Baguio Country Club and actively 
traded in blue-chip stock at the Philip- 
pine Stock Exchange. 

In their petition before the Makati 
RTC, llusorio and daughters Sylvia 
and Lin wanted the court to order 
Erlinda and son Ramon to surrender 
the condominium certificates of ttle 
to llusorio. 


Jimenez posts bail... 


provisions of the RRC shall apply to 
extradition cases insofar as practicable 
and not inconsistent with the summary 
nature of the proceedings. 

PD 1069 is the law that governs 
extradition. Section 6 states that а 
Judge "may issue warrant for the im- 
mediate arrest of the accused ... if it 
appears to the presiding judge that the 
immediate arrest and the temporary 
detention of the accused will best serve 
the ends of justice. 

“In the instant petitions, the doci- 
‘ments sent by the United States gov- 
ernment in support of their request for 
extradition of herein respondent are 
enough to convince the court of the 
existence of probable cause to proceed 
with the hearing against the 
extmaditee,” Purganan ruled. 

In allowing Jimenez to post bail, 
the court cited Eduardo and Imelda 
Rodriguez vs. The Hon. Presiding 
Judge, RTC Manila, Branch 17, which 
маз decided by the Special 7th Di 
sion of the Court of Appeals. 

Tn the case, the judge, who ordered 
the arrest of the respondent in the ех- 
tradition case but did not fix bail, was 
directed by the CA to cease and desist 
from enforcing the warrant for being 

ive of the respondent's statutory 
right to bail, 

Purganan ruled that “(w)hether or 
not the extraditee has the capacity to 
flee the country or he is feared that he. 
might evade trial is not compelling. 
‘enough to defeat his substantive right 
to bail, provided that the offense 
charges are not punishable by reclu- 
sion perpetua." 


(From page A1) 


Embassy in Buenos Aires. 
The judge ordered that the Bureau 

of Immigration place Jimenez on its 

"hold-departure" order. 

In a press statement, Bautista said 
Jimenez would submit himself to the 
judicial process and would not attempt. 
to Пее 

In his four-page order dated July 3, 
Purganan said he was "not persuaded" 
by Jimenez's contention that the war- 
rant was unnecessary because he had 
то intention to flee the country. 

“This court is not unmindful of the 
fact that respondent has the capacity to 
Пее the country, as the fear of flight 
and the benefits that respondent may 
deliver to his constituents, The latter 
appears to be more in consonance with 
justice and may be considered for all 
intents and purposes a pressing reason 
to grant bail,” Purganan said. 

"The judge cited Section 6 of Presi- 
dential Decree 1069, which empowers 
courts to issue arrest warrants if there 
is a probable cause. It is supported by 
Section 6, Rule 112 of the Revised 
Rules of Court. 

"The defense said that Section 6 of 
PD 1069, as explained in the Supreme 
Court ruling in the Secretary of Justice 
v. Hon. Lantion and Jimenez, only ap 
plied in preventing the possible flight 
оГ the prospective extraditee. 

But the judge said this did not 
prohibit him from issuing the arrest. 
Warrant, citing Section 6, Rule 112 
RRC. 

Не said that under PD 1069, the 
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Good news for stroke patients? 


Stephen MacMahon of the University of Sydney. 
“The results provide clear evidence of major 
health pains for these high-risk patients. If ће 
findings were applied widely, many millions of 
stroke victims worldwide would be spared un- 
necessary suffering.” 

“This was the first major trial to include par- 
ticipants from Asia, alongside those from 
Australasia and Europe, If anything, the results 
were even more striking among Asian partici- 
pants. Certainly, the implications are very impor- 
tant for Asian populations given their relatively 
high burden of stroke," said Dr. Anthony Rodgers 
of the University of Auckland, 

“Patients and physicians should now be aware 
that stroke victims have a much greater chance 
of avoiding another stroke or heart attack if their 
blood pressure is reduced,” said Chalmers, “The 
Progress results will change the way we view 
stroke treatment. We are looking at a break- 
through that is the statin equivalent for the brain.’ 

Should stroke patients then start popping 
perindopril pills into their mouths? No. Ask your 
doctor first. He may want further studies and tri- 
als, and to read more literature on the subject. It 
is not for pregnant or lactating mothers, children 
and patients with a history of hypersensitivity to 
perindopril. And there are precautions that must. 
be taken before taking the drug. 

Furthermore, the drug has side effects. Among 
them: cough, fatigue, asthenia, headache, distur- 
ances of mood and/or sleep, taste impairment, 
epigastric discomfort, nausea, abdominal pain, 
rash and rarely angioneurotic edema and de- 
creases in hemoglobin, red cells and platelets. 

In short, health authorities in the Philippines 
must issue the proper guidelines for the infor- 
mation of physicians and patients. 

Comments are welcome at asiseeitt 
 pacific.net.ph 


cannot, how will their replacements be procured? 

Not by promotion. Vice presidents and man- 
agers, who already have salaries higher than that. 
of Cabinet members (principally because the sala- 
ries of the latter are ridiculous), will not agree to 
promotion. Once promoted, their salaries —and 
retirement pay— would be automatically and dras- 
tically reduced. And l'd like to see Boncodin write 
ош the ad that seeks to induce seasoned banking 
career executives in other banks to accept an 80- 
percent pay cut for the dubious "prestige" of work- 
ing in a government bank. Good luck. 

їп brief, the top management of the govem- 
ment financial corporations will be quickly de- 

itated just to make Boncodin feel better about 
the pay she is getting. 

Look at the facts. The DBP earned a net of P1 
billion in 1999. The senior executives were told 
that if they did better the next year, they would 
get some modest pay adjustments, The DBP, in 
the midst of a regional financial crisis, somehow 
made P1.5 billion net in 2000 for the govem- 
ment that runs it. That didn't include the hun- 
dreds of millions more in taxes paid and in re- 
serves against potential bad debts of the past. The 
DBP has the second lowest (8 percent) ratio of 
non-performing loans among the big banks. The 
Bangko Sentral Ng Pilipinas has called it a model. 
bank. In the last few years, there is no instance 
of a politically well-connected individual or 
group that has gotten a loan improperly, although 
many have tried. 

‘The reward for this performance? Insults and 
namecalling, and characterizing decent profes- 
sionals in front of their families and the public at 
large as shameless and thick-skinned, Perhaps 
we ought to turn Boncodin's idea around: the 
government shouldn't think that it has a right to 
pay slave wages and that professionals are mor- 
ally obliged to accept this when they have better 
alternatives. 

Boncodin shouldn't have come up with 
ойс, insulting and demagogic ideas like this. Who 
knows? Perhaps we ought to all try whatever it 
is she's sniffing. But while we are still compos 
mentis, there is по reason to believe government 
need be in the insurance and banking businesses 
the way it must be in governance. Privatize or 
compete, And spare us the bullfeathers. 


e 


Neal H. Cruz 


start of the study. The patients came from 172 
centers in 10 countries in Europe, Asia and Aus- 
tralia. The results were very encouraging. 

It showed that perindopril, administered with 
its diuretic, indapamide, reduces the risk of fur- 
ther strokes and heart attacks among stroke pa- 
tients. The benefits were irrespective of the types 
of stroke or TIA suffered, initial blood pressure 
ог of other drugs being taken. Perindopril plus 
indapamide even reduced the risk of stroke by 
three-quarters in patients who had previously 
suffered from cerebral hemorrhage. 

Prof. John Chalmers of the University of 
Sydney in Australia, which conducted the study 
said, “This is the single biggest step forward in 
the treatment of stroke.” The results of the study 
will have important implications for stroke and 
hypertension guidelines, for regulatory authori- 
ties in extending the treatment indication to non- 
hypertensive patients, for physicians and for 
stroke patients worldwide. 

There are 50 million stroke survivors world- 
wide. "If this treatment were implemented across 
the world effectively,” Chalmers said, “over half 
a million strokes could be prevented each year. 
So the real challenge for us all will be the imple- 
mentation and translation of these results into real 
benefits among our patients with stroke.” 

"Stroke is а huge global health problem—it 
is the second leading cause of death and one of 
the leading causes of disability,” said the princi- 
pal investigator of the Progress study, Prof. 


Bullfeathers! 
WINDMILLS ~ 


Jerry Barican 


оп countless “moneygrubbing” professionals by 
effectively characterizing their hard-eamed, in- 
dustry-based pay as shameless. 

So you think this pay is out of line for the 
banking industry? The newly appointed secre- 
tary of finance has a declared statement of net 
worth of over P200 million, much of it earned 
through 20 years of work in the banking indus- 
try, and he was never CEO of a domestic bank. 
And why is the cut-off on pay cuts arbitrarily set 
at SVP level and above? For no logical reason 
that can be gleaned, except that someone thought 
it would make good propaganda. 

Indeed, salary grades in the Development 
Bank of the Philippines, for instance, were de- 
veloped over time using industry comparisons 
for each level. Its pay in the more senior levels 
of management is below industry standards. With 
а structure like this, if any level is deemed outra- 
geous, then so must the level below it, and so 
forth, down to the lowest salary. Are we then to 
re-standardize all salaries? Exactly how do you 
legally do that? 

"These personnel are not presidential app 
tees. They are carcer executives. The most se- 
nior have spent up to 40 years rising through the 
ranks in the bank. They are covered by civil ser- 
vice rules and their salaries cannot be arbitrarily 
diminished. 

‘These salaries were made competitive after 
careful study by Congress, which realized that 
these GFIs, unlike government, are profit cen- 
ters and have business competitors. Insofar as 
the career service is concerned, ће new order on 
compensation therefore places the P150 billion. 
in assets of the DBP at risk. The President sug- 
gests that if the career SVPs and EVPs don't 
Voluntarily reduce their salaries, she will fire 
them. Granting she can do this legally, which she 


HERE is good news for stroke victims. A stroke 
‘occurs when a blood vessel inside the brain 
ruptures or is blocked, causing the affected part 
of the brain to die and making it unable to send 
instructions through the nerves to parts of the 
body like the arms and legs. This results in partial 
paralysis and disability of the patient. 

The first stroke is usually followed by other, 
more severe strokes. The usual drug regimen is 
to give the patient blood-thinning drugs, such as 
aspirin or warfarin, to prevent blood clots from 
forming and blocking more blood vessels, But 
in strokes caused by the rupture of a blood ves- 
sel, or cerebral hemorrhage, this cannot be done 
because it could lead to more bleeding. 

‘Stroke victims run a very high risk of another 
stroke. Few treatments have been proven to re- 
duce this risk. 

Now comes the drug, perindopril, an ACE-in- 
hibitor that lowers blood pressure. Blood pressure 
lowering treatments reduce the risk of further 
strokes among those with high blood pressure, but 
there was little evidence of benefit among those 
with average or below average blood pressure. 
Perindopril, however, benefits all types of patients 
with strokes, with or without high blood pressure 
as well as patients with either cerebral hemorrhage 
(bleeding) or ischemic stroke (caused by a blocked 
blood vessel, also called cerebral thrombosis). A 
study called Progress (for Perindopril Protection 
against Recurrent Strokes Study) showed that the 
drug reduced the risk of recurrent strokes by 25 to 
50 percent among stroke patients. You must have 
read news stories about the results of this study in 
the newspapers. 

The results of the study were reported іп ће 
European Society of Hypertension Congress in 
Milan, Italy. The rial included 6.105 patients with 
a history of any type of stroke or TIA (transient 
ischemic attack, or "mini-stroke" that does not 
result in disability) in the five years before the 


HAD this whole controversy over pay in 
government-controlled corporations been limited 
to presidential appointees, in particular to board 
members and chief executive officers, I would 
have preferred, having once had my say in a 
previous column, to let the matter be. The 
President is the democratic repository of the 
Republic's authority, the only nationally elected 
trustee of its assets. One holds any doubts in 
check in deference to the presumed superior 
wisdom of the constitutional order. 

But it has not. Many others in the career ser- 
vice who have served in good faith are being af- 
fected. The stability of the government-owned 
financial system is being put in needless peril. 
And worse, fools and demagogues, who are bla- 
tantly ignorant of the facts, have had the despi- 
cable effrontery to publicly characterize decent, 
hardworking professionals in the worst possible 
way, “moneygrubbing” being the kindest term. 
It is a shameless triumph of “pogi points" over 
common sense. If the cretins who drafted this 
memo and who obviously submitted it to the 
President without the complete staff work re- 
quired had a little more brains, they would be 
half-wits. 

Unless | missed understanding basics when 1 
took Political Science 11, engaging in the bank- 
ing business is not a government function. Gov- 
erment cannot have it both ways, wanting to 
eam the profits made in private industry while 
being willing to pay only uncompetitive govern- 
ment salaries. Its choices are stark and simple: It 
сап run the business to the ground with populist 
nostrums, as were MWSS and Napocor. Or it can 
get ош of the business entirely by privatizing its 
holdings, in this manner raising cash to plug its 
deficit. Or it can run the business like a business. 

If it runs it like a business, then it needs to 
compete in the marketplace. That includes pay- 
ing competitive salaries. If Budget Secretary 
Emilia Boncodin thinks that a memorandum or- 
der she prepared is sufficient to induce, for ex- 
ample, a senior vice president for information 
management to stay on at a government salary 
instead of succumbing to more lucrative offers 
both here and abroad, she is even more stupid 
than she looks. If this insult is gratuitous, it is 
payment in kind for the insults she has heaped 
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Walking the tightrope 


GROUP of economists and social scientists from the 
country's leading universities has come up with a 
bleak, if well-intentioned, critique of economic and 

political prospects in the immediate term. 

In a document called "Yellow Paper II," the independent 
group identified areas where political and economic reforms 
are needed in the post-Estrada era. The paper said the “potential 

for change made possible" by the 

second people power upheaval was 
= being squandered butconceded atthe 
same time that the “nation and its leadership were ina precarious 
position,” creating high political risks to reform initiatives. 

Short-term threats like the Abu Sayyaf hostage-taking and 
destabilization efforts preoccupy the government as it faces 
the threat ofan unraveling coalition that has been the foundation 
of its support base, the paper said, “The seeming comeback of 

traditional politics of accommodation...endangers the current 
administration's ‘new politics’.” 

“The main danger, however, is the apparent loss of mo- 
mentum, tempo and will to effect authentic economic political 
reform,” the paper says. “There is a growing cynicism among 
sectors of society that, Edsa notwithstanding, no major changes 
are impending. Furthermore, what seems to be the emerging 
prospect is an agenda of compromise and shrinking options.” 

One of the presenters of papers, Prof. Emmanuel de Dios of 
the University of the Philippines School of Economics, 

identified two areas of focus for reforms; reducing poverty 
and providing good governance. “Poverty must be addressed 
as a mainstream concern, not as a side issue,” he said. 

‘The paper then criticized the government for failure to push 
for key reforms and policy directions “to break the impasse.” 

The focus is correct. But while the paper identified the 
issues rocking the Macapagal administration and put them in 
perspective, it referred to a vicious cycle when it said that the 
government was prone to compromise and faced “shrinking 
options.” 

The government's shrinking options emanate from a number 
of causes. It has low financial resources (a huge deficit) and it 
faces a slow economic growth. Very finite resources inhibit 
poverty alleviation and job creation programs which should be 
helpful in calming urban poor unrest. Law and order 
problems—such as the rising criminality and the Abu Sayyaf 
raids—shatter confidence and discourage investment flow. 
Without investment, there is little growth. So, where does one 
begin to break the cycle? 

The yellow paper may have pinpointed the problem areas, 
butithas also highlighted contradictions arising from resource 
limitations. The Macapagal administration appears to have 
been forced into making political compromises for fear of 
provoking another round of civil disorder by Estrada’s 
followers if it gets too tough on him and his people, even if the 
government does it to implement the principles of 
accountability of public officials and equal treatment before 
the law. 

When a government has few options, it has to consider ће 
political costs of its decisions. This government rests on soft 
grounds. Institutions are weak and the economy is parlous. 
So, initiatives for political or economic reforms are hard to 
launch. 

What the report said, in effect, apart from identifying the 
problem areas, is that the government has reached a dead-end. 
it does not say, in definite ways, how we can get out of it. It is 
а hole with a soft ground in which the more you move, the 
deeper you sink. The yellow paper is based on hypothetical 
situations implying ample resources from which to launch 
reform initiatives. Exercise of political will to push reforms 
can be inhibited by lack of resources. 

In the power restructuring bill, the government exercised 
political will to get it through the 1 Ith Congress. But that was ап 
extraordinary development. The passage of the bill demonstrated 
a capacity to get things done, but the capacity has to be 
demonstrated again in other key areas of reform. With limited 
options and flexibility, this government appears to have taken a 
very cautious course in pushing reforms, lest drastic change 
provoke civil disorder and undermine its public support. 

When one walks a tightrope, bold moves are filled with 
risks, What the paper seems to suggest is that the administration 
push to the limit its power to test acceptance of its initiatives. 
But are we prepared to take the consequences of policy 
showdowns? 


1AM an excellent driver. I learned the principle of driving when I was 
about 9 years old, although I never actually go behind the wheel until 
was 13. 

T leamed everything about driving from my father. He never actually 
taught me how to drive. 1 just watched and observed him every time he 
drove his car. I watched him every morning when he brought us to 
schoo! and every time we went for a long drive, usually along the South 
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Luzon Expressway, 
which happened to 
be my favorite dur- 
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there where my 
brother, a cousin 
and 1 experienced 
how it felt to travel 
at 185 kph in my dad's 1982 Lancer GSR. Back then, going that fast 
didn’t sound like an idle boast because with fewer cars around, we could 
суеп go up to 140 kph even on the national highway from our town in 
San Jose, Batangas. 

My father has an aggressive driving style which he passed on to my 
brother and me. We all love to drive and, of course, we love cars, espe- 
cially sports cars and exotic cars 

"This passion for cars led our family to buy several kinds, although 
sports and exotic cars continue to be a fantasy. At one time or another, 
we had a Volkswagen Beetle, a 70 Mitsubishi Galant, a Mitsubishi 
Celeste, an "82 Mitsubishi Lancer GSR, a Nissan Stanza Hatchback, an 
"84 Toyota Sprinter with a 2TG engine, an "84 Nissan Pulsar NSX (this 
опе came with pop-up lamps), a "92 L200 Pick-up, a '93 Honda Civic 
Esi, ап '89 Mercedes-Benz 200E, a '96 Kia Pride and a 98 Isuzu Fuego 
pick-up. Car magazines are everywhere in our house. Movies showing 
beautiful cars, heart-stopping chases and spectacular crashes, like “Gone 
in 60 Seconds," "Mission Impossible,” "Cannonball Run," "Ronin" and 
many more are our favorites. FI races, rallyes, saloon races and even 
super bike races keep us glued to the boob tube all the time. 

As I said, I first took the wheel when 1 was 13—without permission 
from my parents, because the whole family, except me, was out of the 
country. I drove the Sprinter out of the garage and went to a friend's 
house. I was so small then—about 4'5" tall—that I had to put a pillow 
under my butt so that I could sce over the dashboard 

During my first trips around town, the police eyed me suspiciously 
and made several attempts to stop me, but somchow I managed to evade 
them, usually by pretending that I had not seen them or by turning at the 
nearest comer. I did not have a driver's license at that time, but they did 
mot have a service vehicle either. And that was a big advantage for me. 

When my family arrived from abroad, I immediately announced that 
Icould drive already. Since nothing bad happened while they were away 
and there wasn’t even a scratch on the car, I got away with my an- 
nouncement without a word of disapproval from anyone. 

Of course, my younger brother, filled with interest in my new-found 
ability, had to try his hand at driving, and soon enough he could manage 
to do it. 

T improved my driving skills through time and experience. I have 
been driving for almost 17 years now, and I have logged an average of 
1,500 kilometers a month for the past 10 years. 

There was atime when felt my adrenaline, skill and confidence were at 
their peak. That was when I was between 18 and 25. Then, the only way to 
go for me was fast. I straightened the curves and shortened the straights. I 
braked late and mastered driving through spaces with only a few centime- 
ters to spare. I broke my dad's speed record by 5 kph when I was 22 
Civic while racing wit a boxy Supra, which I passed at 170 kph. I raced 
against anyone who picked up my challenge and made all of them eat dus. 
Thad this instinctive need for speed whenever I was driving. 

Those who had the chance to ride with me during those years usu- 
айу froze in their seats although to me everything was just normal. 
Even the Kia became a racing car whenever I took the wheel. I tinkered 
with my Civic all the time to add every little bit of torque and horse- 
power and make it go faster than a scalded cat. 

I was unstoppable. Not even my mom could make me slow down. 1 
just turned into a maniac whenever I sat behind the wheel. 

Then BOOM! I was stopped dead in my tracks in a most shocking 
and devastating manner. My brother figured in a vehicular accident and 
Фей on the spot. He was 24. 

It was 1998, almost three years now. Ho was driving the Fuego. He 
collided head-on with an oncoming light truck when he lost control of 
the pick-up after avoiding a bus. He was driving at a very high speed. 
And he was not wearing a seatbelt. 

He was an excellent driver, too. He drove like me, with but some 

ight differences. He was even more aggressive and fearless behind 
the wheel. And he seldom wore a seatbelt. 

‘We would have joined a contest for novice race car drivers had he 
not died. That was our dream since we were kids: to be race car drivers. 
to drive really fast cars, compete, push our guts, skills and machines to 
the limit. But now 1 guess our dream will just remain a dream forever. 

Thave my own family now. I do not drive like I used to before my 
brother's death. I drive a lot more carefully and a lot slower. I have 
become more considerate of other drivers. I drive in a more conserva- 
tive and deliberate manner, especially when Lam with my wife and our 
child. Life is too precious to risk giving way to adrenaline rush and 
danger. It’s a lesson I learned from the painful loss of my brother. 

Like me, my dad has also changed his driving habits. But one thing 
remains: our passion for cars. We have a Nissan Frontier pick-up and 
an L300. My sister drives a Honda City Type 7. My dad drives a "99 
Volvo 570 and I drive a BMW 316i. 


Skid, 28, is a graduate of De La Salle University and helps manage the 
family's automotive parts business. 


Notice to Youngblood contributors 
Contributors to Youngblood who haven't received their checks are 
requested to inquire with the PDI cashier on Friday. 


THEY SAID 
Practice what they preach 
"Industrial countries should practice what they preach and open 
up their economies, especially in areas where developing countries 
have a clear and demonstrated comparative advantage: agriculture, 


processed food, textile and clothes and light manufactures." 
—International Monetary Fund deputy managing director Eduardo Aninat 


Fundamental right 

“We are not talking of covering the trial for the sake of coverage 
but of the people's constitutional right to public information. 
Justice Secretary Hernando Perez seeking the reversal of the Supreme 
Court's decision to ban the live coverage of deposed President Estrada’s trial 


Cannon fodder 

“We are ialking here of the kanto boy-types who, if we cannot 
provide them with emergency employment, will always be available 
as cannon fodder for political adventurists 
—President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo urging big corporations to hire out- 
of-school and out-of-work youths 
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OPINION 
PPC in Senate pledges unity 


son being that most of Drilon's old barkada in the 
LDP gre on the other side like Ed Angara, Tessie 
Oreta and John Osmefia. There was talk earlier that 
John Osmeña had allied with Pimentel, but this is 
‘now unclear. What's clearer is that Sergio Osmefia, 
who ran under PDP-Laban, is not in Pimentel's сатр 
anymore. Of course there's the possibility that the 
cight-member opposition, which is pushing for 
Angara, could swing its support to either Drilon or 
Pimentel, but this would alienate them from the PPC, 
Something they may not want to do, at least not this 
early. 

It's probably safe to assume that the Lakas bloc 
would support Cayetano, though I heard that some 
of the members are doing so with reluctance be- 
cause he seems to have what one senator called a 
“personality problem.” On the other hand, the 
neophyte bloc of Villar seems bent on sticking to- 
gether, especially after Drilon and Pimentel in- 
sisted that seniority should be respected. The neo- 
phytes argue that if seniority were to be upheld, 
Drilon should get the post since he is on his sec- 
‘ond term while Pimentel, who first became sena- 
tor in 1987, was out of the chamber from 1992 to 
1998. Villar. Arroyo and Recto are not about to 
concede that they are less experienced than their 
Senate counterparts since they have served for 
nine years in the House. Moreover, they point out 
that 17 of the 35 committees in the Senate are held 
by first-termers. The neophytes are pushing for 
Arroyo. 

If Cayetano and Arroyo have their respective blocs 
‘supporting them, their bid could be more serious than. 
is being recognized. It would be interesting to watch 
how these two blocs move since they could determine. 
the outcome of the race. Is there a possibility the two 
blocs would unite behind, say, Cayetano? I asked a 
Senate insider. He shook his head, and pointed out 
that Villar is still nursing а rampo over the allegation 
that Cayetano withheld from his wife, Cynthia Villar, 
the nomination for the congressional race in Las Piñas 
until the day before the election. To show how he felt, 
Villar left for the United States, but not before warn- 
ing his two younger bloc mates not to cave in to pres- 
sure. On the other hand, Arroyo might be too inde- 
pendent-minded for President Macapagal’s comfort. 
А proposal is being floated by the Cayetano camp 
about power-sharing—one and a half years for him 
and one and a half years for Arroyo. But will this pros- 
ре? 


Fc Jarhes Reuter) and the retaking from Japanese con- 
trol of the Ipo-ipo Dam. 

Many Filipinos are unaware that most of the Fili- 
ino fighting men in Bataan and Corregidor were 
‘youths, callow soldiers barely out of ROTC and basic 
training. "(A) dramatic display of raw courage by un- 
trained Pinoys who only learned the art of war (by) 

‘on the job waining’.” is how Estrada puts it. Today, 
these young men, who had a first-hand taste of hell so 
carly in their lives, must move about in their old age 
in the limbo of national amnesia abou the war and its 
meaning. 

ANOTHER veteran, Fernando Mangubat who calls 
himself “a ghost of World War I1," claims the 
column caused him to "rise from the graveyard of 
undying anger.” 

For the last eight years, says Mangubat, he has 
been “in the thick of the fight for the correction of 
the injustice committed by the people and govern- 
ment of the United States of America." Mangubat 
refers to the Rescission Act of 1946, which appro- 
priated $200 million for the rehabilitation of the 
Philippine army but “imposed an obnoxious and 
condemnable condition.” And this was, that the 
Service rendered by Filipino veterans of World War 
TI Shall not be deemed active service in the Armed 
Forces of the United States.” This effectively 
stripped the Filipino veterans of any rights, ben- 
efits and privileges to which their American com- 
Fades were entitled. In an address before the US 
House of Representatives, Carlos P. Romolo, then 
the resident commissioner from the Philippine Is- 
lands, took exception to the rampant diserimina- 
tion and declared that the Philippine government 
"has chosen not to accept the appropriation." 

"The continuing failure of the US Congress to 
correct the injustice committed by the... United 
States against the Filipino veterans of World War 
1 Б а flagrant violation of human rights, a pal- 
pable injustice, so obnoxious and so condemnable, 
Which the government of the United States has ada- 
mantly refused to correct,” Mangubat concludes. 
Which makes me happy, in a way, that yesterday 
passed with no great fuss made by present-day 
Pinoys. 


"BatiboL" Kaibigan ko si Rene. Wala na akong 
tiwala sa kabataan. Matagal ko nang isinumpa ang 
‘nga pulis. __ inang bayan tong Pilipinas. - you, 
забі ko sa kanya. Nick.” 
Rene, I hope you are well enough to write again. 
On the solemn side. Farewell to Fr. Nemie An- 
gus, OFM, a true-blue Franciscan whose patience in 
suffering had edified many. Father Nemie died in his 
sleep last June 29 at the Franciscan novitiate in Liliw, 
Laguna. He was only 58. Father Nemie had suffered 
for several years the aftereffects of a debilitating 
stroke. 1 knew Father Nemie briefly through his in- 
volvement in environmental concerns when he was 
«still active. | remember that he readily came to bless 
my home and garden. But physical weakness did not 
prevent him from spreading cheer and hope. He 
would send greetings with his awkward signature. 
Last Sunday afternoon, I went to the Spanish- 
era San Pedro Bautista Shrine to say goodbye. Fa- 
ther Nemie was laid in a coffin made of plywood, 
as was his wish. (Preferably coco lumber, he had 
said.) Father Nemie had gently told his brothers 
during his silver jubilee as а Franciscan some years 
ago: "Hindi ko ipagpapalit ang aking pagkabaidado 
sa pagka-sikat ninyo,” adding that his more than 
20 years in the active ministry was insignificant 
when compared to his rich life as a "disabled." 
Father Nemie's example, the funeral homilist 
said, contrasted with and highlighted the crisis of 
mediocrity, the crisis їп the fraternity, the spiritual 
vacuum, the lack of concem for the poor, The 
homilist reminded, and Father Nemie would have 
guffawed, those religious "na nagbubuhay binata 
at dalaga.” Ouch. He could have added a thing 
about religious addicted to relenorelax and late-night 
cable TV movies. 
‘AL the wake 1 bumped into a known feminist 
and entrepreneur who vanished for a while and set 
up а new Franciscan sisterhood. One of the ques- 
ns I asked: Have you given up chain-smoking? 
es. We shared, spoke about the call, the 


This could happen to you г 


TipBiTS 


Belinda 
Olivares-Cunanan 


Coalition appears to have been shattered with the re- 
event othe Nationalist People s Coalition by De 
Venecia to his side as he goes forthe speakership. Some 
people feel bad about De Venecia’s recruitment of the 
NPC, founded by Danding Cojuangco, but then, this 
is really just “panigurado” —to ensure that he has the 
numbers, after some members of the PPC. including 
some of his own partymates, earlier sided with Abad. 

“The PPC's disunity in the House has affected the 
PPC senators who feel they have to prevent the same 
fate from befalling them. Now the rallying cry among 
the 12 PPC senators is: stay united: preserve the PPC's 
purity. The idea is to shut out the eight-member oppo- 
sition composed of the LDP and the Puwersa ng Masa 
and keep the top posts for the PPC. 

There are four PPC aspirants for the Senate 
presidency—Pimentel, Arroyo, Franklin Drilon 
and Rene Cayetano. To preserve unity, the four 
have agreed to close ranks behind whoever will get 
the support of the majority within the coalition, 
meaning, seven out of 12 votes. It is thought that 
with these 12 votes, it would be easy to “sungkit” 
опе more from the “floating” votes of Ramon 
Revilla, Robert Jaworski, John Osmelia and Noli 
de Castro, to get the 13 votes needed to elect the 
Senate chief. That aspiration, however, may not be 
very easy toachieve. يي‎ 

Last Saturday, the four met with President 
Macapagal and her political people (Pimentel, who 
is abroad, was represented by his daughter Gwen). 
The President, who is the titular head of the PPC, 
‘was given a quick look at how things stood in the 
Senate. There are two blocs inside the PPC: the Lakas 
bloc supporting Cayetano has Juan Flavier, Loren 
Legarda and Robert Barbers; and the bloc of neo- 
phytes Arroyo. Manny Villar, Ralph Recto and 
Francis Pangilinan. Four PPC senators are not iden- 
tified with either group—Drilon, Pimentel. Ramon 
Magsaysay and Sergio Osmefa— meaning Drilon and 
Pimentel have no clear allies at the moment, one rea- 


Friendship and betrayal 


Jimenez-David 


had to do with the fact that Filipinos weren't feel- 
ing particularly victorious at the end of the war. 
‘The Japanese had been driven out at great cost, 
including the horrendous loss of civilian lives in the 
brutal street battles during the “liberation” of Ma- 
nila, The Filipino political leadership was at war 
with itself, with many officials imprisoned as sus- 
pected “collaborators” while others went on a 
Witch-hunt to sniff out profiteers, spies and trai- 
tors. 

Most painful of all was the treatment by the 
American government of the men who, at the be- 
ginning of the war, were extolled as "heroes" and 

int fighting men.” The Filipino survivors of 

and Corregidor endured the horrendous 

ns of the siege of Bataan on half the ra- 

tions earmarked for Americans, and were the more 

‘common targets of Japanese abuse and cruelty dur- 

ing the Death March and in the concentration 

camps. But if they hoped to be treated as equals of 

their American comrades after “victory,” they were 
tobe bitterly disappointed. 


IRECEIVED two letters in response to a recent column 
оп "Ghost Soldiers," a new book that retells the story 
of the Bataan debacle and its tragic consequences, as 
‘well as the dramatic rescue of American POWs from 
the biggest POW camp in Cabanatuan. 

Rafael Estrada, national commander of the Defend- 
ers of Bataan and Corregidor Inc. bemoans that while 
Americans crave "o leave to posterity the tale of hero- 
ism and gallantry of their countrymen,” few Filipinos 
have the “patience and dedication to narrate the glori- 
‘ous moments of our war heroes.” He cites the libera- 
tion of prisoners from the Los Baños camp (among 
whom were a number of American Jesuits, including 


plates might have been either fake or stolen. 

{ did not hear or read anything about it after that. 
Was it a carnapping incident or a drug bust? Was it 
a hold-up or a kidnap-for-ransom operation? Could 
someone tell me what that was all about? 

Something else happened to award-winning 
playwright Rene О. Villanueva of “Batibot” fame 
who just had a heart-bypass operation. Last month 
he was shot and wounded by youhg hold-up goons 
who robbed a Caltex gas station 

1 just received via e-mail an account that has 
details not mentioned in the newspapers. Rene 
‘wanted to help some young people who looked like 
they were being chased. Rene, who was seated near 
the driver of the “Batibot” service car, asked if they 
needed help. No, they didn’t. They needed a car, a 
getaway car. And before Rene could unfasten hi 
seatbelt, the guys had everyone out of the car, in- 
cluding Rene who was almost dragged. And they 
shot him in the face. ` 

But here is the mystery. The people in the vi 
ity noticed a sack or bundle on the street. "Itinapon. 
ng mga nakakita sa mga papunta sa ospital, 
inakalang kanila ito," the e-mailed report said. This 
means the onlookers turned over the bag to those 
rushing to the hospital. When the bag was opened, 
voila, there was money. 

Well, the police arrived and the first thing they 
looked for was the bag. For evidence, they said. 
Later, the police report said: "Evidence recovered: 
P3,000." E-mail sender Nick Pichay comments: 
P3,000 can fit into a wallet, one sack of money can- 
по. Adds he: “Butas апр pisngi ni Rene. Butas ang 
sikmura ng driver ng sasakyan. Paborito ko ang 


TT must be an indication of the popularity of Vice 
President Teofisto Guingona that the dozens of guests 
who came to celebrate his 73rd birthday last Tuesday 
might a the Manila Polo Club cooperated with his 
family in keeping the party a surprise for him, 
beginning with President Macapagal. The President 
advanced the Cabinet meeting to Monday so that 
‘nobody would lip and reveal the secret, and everyone. 
could attend the party. Sen. Joker Arroyo, who was 
assigned o fetch Guingona, took him first to the Manila 
Golf Club on the pretext of discussing the Senate 
presidency, to give time for all the guests, including 
former Presidents Cory Aquino and Fidel Ramos, to 
arrive at the Polo Club. During the speeches, Ms 
Macapagal said only two sentences, but suppose those 
were the ones that mattered: "Four months ago, chose 
Tito Guingona to be my Vice President. | have not 
regreteditsince”” مي‎ 
A “missioning mass" was held by the Ateneo de 
Manila lst week to honor Ateneans in government. 
Tmustsay it's almost as impressive as the UP alumni 
roster. For instance, our top three officials are 
Ateneo alumni: President Macapagal, who took her 
master's degree in economics there; Vice Pr 
Guingona, who finished his AB and law ther 
Senate President Aquilino Pimentel, who finished 
his law at the Ateneo de Cagayan (now Xavier Uni- 
versity). Should Rep. Joe de Venecia win the 
speakership, he would become another Atencan 
holding a top government position (he graduated 
with an AB in journalism). His chief rival, Rep. 
Buteh Abad, is also an Atenean through and 
through: BS 76 and Law °85. Ex-President Ramos 
is also an Ateneo alumnus, having gotten his MBA 
there in 1980 and an honorary degree in 1997. And 
lest we forget, former President Estrada finished 
{ovo years of high school at the Ateneo. The Cabi- 
net has its share of Ateneo alumni, among them 
Secretaries Bert Romulo, Hernando Perez, Dick 
Gordon and Mar Roxas, and Presidential Spokes- 
person Rigoberto Tiglao (High School '69). Also 
Counted as Ateneo alumni are SSS president 
liano Майара and Revenue Commissioner 
ле Bañez, А large number of Ateneans also serve 
in the two chambers of Congress. A pundit, in fact, 
remarked that the government now is divided be- 
tween UP and the Ateneo alumni, adding that “at 
st you know whom to blame for the state of af- 


For all intents and purposes, the People Power 


EVEN after the declaration by President Diosdado 
‘Macapagal in the 1960s moving the observance of 
Independence Day from July 4 to June 12. the Fourth 
of July was still a big deal for Filipinos. I'm old enough 
to remember being handed a pair of small paper 
Philippine and American flags and standing in the 
soccer field waving the flags in celebration of 
Philippine-American Friendship Day. Perhaps the fact 
that our school was founded by American Catholic 
nuns had something to do with our celebration. But 1 
remember taking рап in it with unbridled enthusiasm. 
А rabid young pro-American, | really believed that 
the United States, the most powerful country in the 
world. looked upon our poor country as а special case, 
rd" to be taken under the wing amid the 
situdes of world politics. 
nd it seems that Americans, at least among the 
few who know about our country and our supposed 
"special relationship.” shared this view. In 1986, on a 
tour with other Filipino journalists covering Cory 
Aquino's first visit to the United States after Edsa, we 
met with senior American journalists who wanted to 
know what we had against the American military bases 
in the Philippines. "Don't you know that we share a 
special bond?” asked one editor. "Remember, Ameri- 
сап soldiers died alongside Filipinos in Corregidor and 
Bataan.” 
All T could think of then was the late Senator 
Diokno'sclosing words on а documentary on the bases: 
"Is this what you do to a friend” 


IN HER column yesterday, Carmen Guerrero 
Nakpil recounts how Filipinos “celebrated” July 4, 
1946, when the American flag was lowered and the 
Filipino flag was rais ig the birth of an 
independent Philippi 3 
Instead of a wildly cheering populace, the rites 
at the Luneta were witnessed by a silent and sullen 
crowd, most of whom were reed-thin and malnour- 
ished. All around them Manila lay in ruins, and by 
Joaquin’s estimate, the war and its aflermath 
signaled the end of civility in our public life, re- 
placed by an “each to his own” philosophy whose 
consequences we sce all around us today. 
Perhaps the less-than-heartfelt reception of 


America's benevolent gift of "independence" also 


1 НАР meant to write about the experience, but I 
thought it looked insignificant when seen in the 
context of all the violence now going on around us. 
Why tell a story that would make people more 
paranoid and fearful? On the other hand, it might. 
move us to do something. 

Recently, my friends and I were on our way to a 
hilltop retreat in La Union when we witnessed some 

tion, Our bus left Cubao at 7:15 a.m. and took a 
short-cut route via West Avenue. My friend, a pro- 
fessor from UP, and I were seated up front where 
we had a good view of the road before us. 

Then the bus slowed down and stopped in front 
‘of Cabalen Restaurant and this is what we saw hap- 
pen in front of us: Men in civilian clothes and with 
long firearms emerged from the back of what looked 
like a Revo Sports Runner or an SUV and stopped 
what looked like a red Honda Civic. The armed men 
pulled out its driver who ran away as fast as he 
‘could. 1 think he ran without his slippers оп. 

‘Those of us up front watched in horror. t was 
like a movie. My seatmate hurriedly took out her 
digital camera but before she could shoot it was all 
over. But I had my reliable pen and notebook ready. 
Everything happened in less than a minute. 

Some of the armed men then boarded the car they 
had stopped while the rest boarded their vehicle. We 
presumed that there were people in that small car 
and only the driver was made to get out and run for 
his life, The car doors were slammed shut and the 
two vehicles zoomed toward Edsa. Our bus moved 
‘on and | wanted to tell the driver to follow the car. 
But he seemed nonchalant. Then we saw the bigger 
саг with the armed men make a U-turn before it 
reached Edsa. We lost sight of the small red ca 


Sayang, 1 wasn't able to shoot, my friend said. ٠ 


Good thing she didn’t. The men would have clearly 
seer us and rained bullets on the bus’ windshield. 
We were practically gawking at them. 

1 was able to immediately get in touch via my 
cell phone with PNP intelligence chief Reynaldo 
Berroya’s neighbor and relate what happened. 1 азо 
gave the plate number of one of the vehicles. I hope 
We got the number right, but even if we did, the 


y 


LETTERS 2: Home is where the heart is 


Just like our subdivisions, these com- 


munities are very conscious about + 


their environment, from sanitation 
concerns to peace and order. The 
houses are small but they exude the. 
warmth of families proud of their . 


nized the importance of home owner- 
ship. In the past, government provided 
public housing with very low rents 
Now they're raising the rents, point- 
ing out to families that with a little 
more money they can afford monthly 
amortizations that will eventually lead. - 
to ownership of the homes. 

It makes sense. Even in China, 
where home ownership is in the form 
of a long-term lease, people are en- 
‘couraged to go for that home because 
they can pass on the property to their 
children. This gives them an incen- 
tive to save more, to pay the amorti- 
zations and to go for home improve- 
ments. 

1 wrote in my last column that 
President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 
has a chance to leave a lasting legacy 
by working on housing projects. I am 
always amazed at how the poor will 
во, “Ang laki!" when they see apart- 
ments with a floor area of 40 to 50 
square meters. The poor's dreams are. 
зо minimal, and yet so beyond their 
reach. 

De Soto makes a good point about 
the development of capitalism by en- 
suring people's ownership of a home. 
But there's more to this than econom- 
ics. Provide sound housing with green 
areas for recreation and you create а 
future for many Filipinos, You'll see 
crime rates go down as the young 
grow up in а healthier environment 
and the adults themselves become 
more conscious about preventing 
crime in the neighborhood. You'll see 
cleaner cities as people maintain and 
improve their homes. I suspect, too, 
you'll find productivity going up as 
people have more incentives to work 
hard, knowing their moncy goes to- 
ward that house, a place one can re- 
turn to at the end of the day, a home 
where the heart is. 

srs 


Comments to miguel@pinoykasi.org 
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There are so many other problems 
that come out of our system, which do 
not appear in De Soto's book. Paying 
rent is like burning money, consuming 
resources that could have been used for 
a family's other economic and social i 
vestments. I've seen this in other devel- 
oping countries. If housing is assured, 
either through low rents or affordable 
purchase schemes, even low-income 
families get to afford important perks, 
like getting a child to learn a musical 
instrument or buying more books or tak- 
ing a family vacation. 

"There are other consequences result- 
ing from this massive disenfranchise- 
ment of people's right to a home. А de- 
pressed housing sector like we have to- 
day, where no one's buying, affects 
many sectors, from suppliers of con- 
struction supplies to the interior deco- 
rators. But the ones who suffer the most 
are again the poor, from whose ranks 
come the construction workers. 

Other losses may not always be as ob- 
vious. Many years back when I was han- 
dling health projects with the Catholic 
Church's social action programs, older 
colleagues warned me it was next to im- 
possible to start health programs in ur- 
ban poor areas. Without land tenure, they 
explained, the urban poor were unwili- 
ing to “invest” in long-term programs 
such as health. Why build toilets or or- 
ganize health groups when you might be 
ejected next week or next month? 

My colleagues were right. Today 
‘Metro Manila is one big dump. People 
don't care about the environment be- 
cause they have no stake in it. Without 
a sense of a home, you can't expect. 
people to think of the neighborhood or 
community, much less the nation, 

It's not a hopeless situation. Drive 
around Tondo and you can tell who 
‘owns their homes. These are the areas 
where militant urban poor organizations 
were able to fight for land ownership. 
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1 
s iE THE OTHER day 1 saw a woman 
pd alighting from a jeep with a bag that 
had these words cross-stitched, 
“Home is where the heart Un- 
fortunately for some three million 
Filipino families, that’s about it in 
terms of a home, a place in the heart. 
‘These are the families who have to 
Pay rent that consumes so much of 
their income that their dreams to own 
а house and lot will have to remain 
dreams, 

Last Tuesday I wrote about the 
chaotic land titling system we have 
and how this prevents many Filipi- 
nos from acquiring property. I re- 
ferred to a book by Hernando de 
Soto, titled "The Mystery of Capi- 
tal,” emphasizing the need to help the 
poor to acquire property. De Soto 
says that Western countries started 
out like many Third World countries 
today with widespread poverty but 
were eventually able to develop capi 
talism by expanding home owner- 
ship, both in rural and urban areas. 
This happens because people can use 
their property as collateral for bank 
loans to start new ventures and to 
allow capital to grow. 

De Soto's research included а 
study of the Philippines and the re- 
searchers found that squatters and the 
urban poor will invest in housing, 
even if their land is disputed. They 
estimate that this "untitled real es- 
tate” in the Philippines has a value 
of about $133 billion, seven times the 
value of total deposits in our com- 
mercial banks! 

"Ви а this is dead capital because 
no bank will accept such housing as 
collateral. That’s $133 billion worth 
of stagnant assets. 

As read De Soto, I realized it was 
more than the squatters’ investments 
that go to waste. For the legal land 
owners, a piece of property with 
squatters is also useless. You can't 
build on it and you can't use it as 
collateral with banks. The squatters 
won't leave, and the landowners are 
unwilling to give up the land, hop- 
ing the land prices will go up. (That 
of course isn't happening because 
we're just moving from one crisis to 
another.) Everyone loses. 


ordinary 


Theme: Milk Feeding—An Investment for the Future 


DAIRYCON holds 7th 


National Dairy Congress 


Date: July 5-6, 2001 


Venue: Grand Men Seng Hotel, Magallanes Street, Davao City 


Host: Federation of Davao Dairy Farmers’ Cooperative 


ig “band-aid” solutions to the real problem. 
Lost is the long-term view that by addressing 
poverty through job-creating project 

people would turn against the bandits for caus- 
ing the loss of their livelihood and become the 
government's best allies. 

With the Internet, Cabinet and other meetings 
should not be held unless absolutely needed and 
they should be participated in only by those who 
are directly concemed. It doesn’t make sense, for 
instance, for the President's economic advisers 
to waste their time battling through horrendous 
traffic to come to Malacafiang and listen to the 
health secretary s report on the incidence of den- 


Because of endless meetings, many job-cre- 
ating projects die on the conference table because 
inter-agency committees cannot meet regularly 
forlack of quorum. The reason is that some mem- 
bers have overlapping committee meetings, This 
use of parliamentary procedure in making execu- 
tive decisions is the biggest stumbling block to 
improving the efficiency of our government to- 
day—FRANK WENCESLAO, 375 Sen. Gil 
Puyat Avenue Makati City 


ments that she will strive to promote new poli- 
tics. We hope that she will not fall back to the 
old ways of endorsing a trapo for House 


We hope that the President will instead 
break free from this traditional mold, and 
boldly support new faces as leaders of Con- 
gress. One such youthful leader is Rep. Butch 
Abad. While some of us have had some policy 
differences with Abad in the past, we have 
never doubted his personal integrity. We have 
also witnessed his unstinting support for po- 
litical and economic reform, people participa- 
tion and empowerment, asset and social re- 
form, urban and rural development and sus- 
tainable development. 

We should march on to new politics and 
governance, and never look back.—SIGNED 
BY 33 LEADERS OF CIVIL SOCIETY 


Globe or Smart to block any user even if he 


1 hope Globe and Smart will publicize 
this to somehow lessen cell phone-snatch- 
ing.—ALFONSO CHUA, Sta. Mesa, Ma- 


the NDA and the Philippine Carabao Center (PCC) aimed at acceler- 
ating the development of the Philippine dairy industry, 


The 7th National Dairy Congress features presentations on milk 
feeding initiatives, lectures on dairy related matters, a health and 
nutrition situationer, a trade exhibit and fellowship activities, It will 
be participated in by representatives from 72 NDA-assisted mem- 
ber dairy cooperatives. policymakers, educators, nutritionists, pro- 
cessors and distributors, and dairy practitioners from the Asia-Pa- 
cific Region. 


The line-up of resource persons include Agriculture Secretary 
Leonardo Q. Montemayor: Rep. Ruy Elias Lopez. 3rd District. Da 
City; Dr. Leticia Ramos-Shahani, former senator and chair of the Dairy 
Development Foundation Philippines, Inc. (DDFTD; Philip Goode 
of the Australian Dairy Corporation: Davao City Mayor Rodrigo R. 
Duterte and Undersecretary Milagros Fernandez of the Department 
of Health. 


MESSAGE 


The Dairy Confederation of the 
Philippines (DAIRYCON) welcomes you to 
the 7* National Dairy Congress, which hi 

for its theme: "MILK FEEDING—An 
Investment for the Future". From its 1 
National Dairy Congress in 1993, 
DAIRYCON has been very consistent and 
persistent in the pursuit of its vision: “A daily 
glass of fresh milk for every Filipino Child." 

DAIRYCON believes that itis the right of every Filipino child to be 
provided proper nutrition and nothing can be better than a daily glass 
of fresh milk. A healthy child is assured of a better and competitive 
future—physically, mentally and spiritually. 

DAIRYCON believes that the marginal farmer can make 
an alternative activity to augment his meager income into a more 
profitable one to meet his basic obligations to his family needs: healthy 
food, clothing. shelter and edu. 

DAIRYCON believes in the leadership and headship of President 
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo in prioritizing the MILK FEEDING 
PROGRAM in her agenda. We are confident that our legislators will 
pass a bill (before our 8* National Dairy Congress) for the realization 
ofa MILK FEEDING PROGRAM with an initial annual allocation of 
P300 million. 


Mubuhay ang Filipino dairy farmers! 
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EDUARDO Е. PEJAEZ 
Chair, Dairy Confederation of the Philippines 


The 7th National Dairy Congress reinforces the focus of the Dairy Con- 

federation of the Philippines (DAIRYCON) and its working partners on 
в as an effective tool for improving the nutritional well-being 
shed school children and pre-schoolers while at the same time 
steady market for Filipino dairy farmers. 


From its inception in 1993 to end-2000, the DAIRYCON, through its mem- 
ber-dairy cooperatives, covered close to 180.000 children in various parts 
of the country. The milk feeding involved а total of 4.32 million liters of 
fresh milk valued at some Php173 million. This achievement was made 
possible in collaboration with Department of Agriculture though the Na- 
tional Dairy Authority (NDA), members of the Congress, other line agen- 
cies such as the Department of Education, Culture and Sports and the De- 
partment of Health. local government units, non-govenment organizations 
and other well-meaning entities. 


feeding is one of the centerpiece programs under the White Revolu- 
tion, a multisectoral undertaking of the Department of Agriculture through 


Republic of the Philippines 
EPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Office of the Secretary 
Elliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon City 1100 
Philippines 


MESSAGE 


Warmest felicitations to the officers and 
members of the Dairy Confederation of the 
Philippines (DAIRYCON) on the occasion of 
your 7* National Dairy Congress on July 5-6, 
2001 

Your chosen theme, “Milk Feeding - An 
Investment for the Future,” is consistent with our 
continuing efforts to provide livelihood 
opportunities to our farmers and improve the 
nutritional well-being of our children. 

We at the Department of Agriculture, through the National Dai 
Authority, fully support the initiatives of the DAIRYCON to raise the 
productivity and incomes of dairy farmers, augment their base herd, create 
new market niches, and expand the milk feeding program in terms of 
beneficiaries and area coverage. 

With the help of Divine Providence. we pray that our concerted efforts 
wilt result in significant gains, pushin 
and benefiting all Filipinos, more particularly our children. 

Congratulations and mure power! 

Mabuhay ang DAIRYCON! 


7 450 0: MONTENA OR 


Secretary. 


Тоо many meetings 
make gov't inefficient 


CONGRATULATIONS to President Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo for abolishing the Cabinet 
cluster committees. She should go further and 
cut down the frequency of Cabinet and other 
meetings to an absolute minimum. The President 
should instead strengthen her staff support. 

There's a story that President John F. Kennedy 
treated the advice of his White House staff with 
аз much weight, if not more than that, coming 
from the Cabinet. Robert Kennedy was reported 
to have explained that Cabinet members got 
married ما‎ the "natives" (career bureaucrats) and 
are much influenced by them. By relying on ca- 
reer bureaucrats’ staff support, Cabinet members. 
often overlook the political implication of policy 
decisions that the president might regret later on. 

For instance, President Macapagal ordered 
some foreign-assisted projects shelved upon the 
recommendation by the budget and finance de- 
partments for lack of counterpart funds. No staff. 
work was done to determine whether or not there. 
were other ways of implementing those projects, 
e.g. through the BOT law. 

Another example is the President's preoceu- 
pation with the Abu Sayyaf. She seems to be 


The right speaker for the 


OUR legislators are supposed to represent the 
beliefs, sentiments and interests of our people. 
‘Their leader, the speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, should therefore embody and 
promote our ideals and aspirations. 

We reject leaders tainted by and associated 
with traditional politics. When we mounted 
People Power 2, we stood up against patron- 
age politics, backroom deals, unprincipled al- 
Tiances, compromises and questionable, if not 
corrupt practices. 

Sustaining and strengthening the ideals of 
People Power 2 call for a relentless pursuit of 
new politics and good governance at all levels. 
of government. New politics calls for program- 
based politics, a commitment to societal reform 
and an unwavering adherence to transparency, 
integrity and honesty in public service. 

We hope that President Gloria Macapagal- 
Arroyo will remain true to her pronounce- 


gett 


gue fever. 


times 


speaker. 


GROUPS 


Know your cell phone’s serial number 


THIS is in connection with the column “As See 
Tt" of Neal H. Cruz on July 3, 2001 

То all those who do not know their cell phone 
serial numbers, just press *406# and your cell 
phone serial number will appear. Copy it so that 
when the cell phone is lost or stolen, you can ask 


Changes the SIM card. 
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MESSAGE 


Т am heartened to be a part of the 
7^ National Dairy Congress of the Dairy 
Confederation of the Philippines. 

We welcome the conduct of this undertaking 
for the potential benefits it will bring our people 
and the economy. Coneretizing the theme of this 
convention, "Milk Feeding — An Investment for 
the Future,” is a worthy endeavor that will have 
an enduring impact on the betterment ofthe health 

tatus of our people particularly the youth. 

While you work together to ruise the 
competitiveness of our local dairy industry, 
you also contribute to our quest to attain food security and modernize 
the agricultural sector. This will help in ultimately securing our country s 
position in a liberalizing and globalizing world market. Furthermore, 
this gathering ean be a perfect venue to process developments in recent 
world contagion affecting your allied sector — the livestock industry. 
May you use the lessons imparted by this experience to plan and 
implement programs and projects that will protect our local industri 

In closing. let me extend my sincerest appreciation for your efforts 
and unwavering commitment to the betterment of the quality of life of 
the Filipino people. 1 am confident that together we will be uble to 
successfully face the challenges before us and attain our goal of a 
sustainable development for all 

J wish you а fruitful Congress and more meaningful undertakings to come! 


GLORIA#IACAPAGAL-ARROYO 


MANILA 
5 July 2001 


Republie of the Philippines 


Senate 


Pasay City 
MESSAGE 


Congratulations to the officers and members 
of the Federation of Davao Dairy Farmer's 
Cooperative (FEDDAFC) for hosting the 75 
‘National Dairy Congress on July 5-6, 2001. 
Nutrition, as a basic human right, is essential 
for ihe improvement of the quality of life of 
the people. It is a critical factor in having 
productivo and socially active citizenry. It is 
in this light that I would like to commend the 
organizers of this two-day Congress, since this 
js a good venue for its concerned participants to share their valuable 
ideas and profound analyses on the country's nutritional problems and 
programs particularly on the dairy sector. lam certain that this occasion 
will yield concrete results that will ultimately solve the country’s 
malnutrition problem in general and improve the dairy industry in 
particular. Hence, the Congress’ theme - “Milk Feeding — An 
Investment for the Future” — cannot be more apt. 


Mabuhay kayong lahat! 
mem 
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Falun Gong stages mass suicide 


400-km walk starts in US 


NEW YORK—Falun Gong mem- 
bers began a 400-km walk from New 
York to Washington on Tuesday to 
protest the Chinese goveramem's 
crackdown on the sect. Two hun- 
dred Falun Gong members went 
through the sect’s graceful move- 
ments before holding a news confer- 
cence across the street from the Chi- 
nese Consulate in Manhattan. About 


two dozen menibers and supporters 
of the sect planned to walk from New 
York to Washington to draw atten- 
tion to the persecution of Falun Gong 
members in China, Some already had 
started in Boston, and others will join. 
the walk en route, said Matt 
Kutolowski, another spokesperson. 
They expect to arrive in Washington 
їп about three weeks. AP 
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14 died and 11 survived in Chinese labor camp 


BEIJING— Fourteen impris- 
oned followers of the banned 
Falun Gong sect committed 
suicide in a north China labor 
camp, making ropes from 
sheets and hanging themselves 
from bunk beds, a government 
official said yesterday. 

Another 17 followers who also 
tried to take part in the mass suicide 
on June 20 were rescued by labor camp 
guards, said Lan Jingli, a government 
judicial official in the northeastern 
province of Heilongjiang. 

"The reported suicide at Heilong- 
jiang’s Wanjia labor camp would be the 
‘most deadly involving Falun Gong prac- 
ttioners since the government banned 
the spiritual movement in July 1999. 

However, Falun Gong blamed 
camp authorities, saying at least 15 
followers all women—were tortured 
to death at Wanjia on or around June 


20. It cast doubt on the official claim 
ОР a mass suicide, saying the victims 
were watched around the clock. 

Lan. office director of the Heilong- 
jiang government's judicial bureau, said 
‘camp guards did watch practitioners 
closely, patrolling every five minutes. But 
he said the 25 followers took advan 
of a gap in patrols to hang themselves 
from their cell beds with sheets. 

"One minute is enough to kill" Lan 
said. "While 11 of them were immedi- 
ately rescued by the camp guards, 14 
others died.” 

China's government says Falun Gong 
is a cult that has led more than 1,600 
followers to their deaths, mostly by e; 
couraging practitioners 0 use medi 
instead of medicine to cure medical ail- 
ments. Officials claim followers also have 
Killed themselves in the belief they will to 
80 heaven when they die. 

Lan accused Falun Gong practition- 
ers overseas on having a hand in the sui- 


cide. "Those organizations are using ай 
possible channels to pass on the so-called 
"instructions" to the practitioners in the 
reform camp in order to make them be- 
lieve that going to heaven after their death 
is the highest level of practicing.” he said. 
"The mass suicide of June 20 could also 
be caused through this way.” 

Falun Gong says its teachings for- 
bid all forms of killing, including sui- 
cide. The group disputed government 
claims that five people who set them- 
selves on fire on Tiananmen Square in 
Beijing earlier this year were Falun 
Gong practitioners. 

Falun Gong says the govemment is 
running a smear campaign against it and 
that hundreds of practitioners have died 
оГ torture and abuse in police custody 
during the crackdown on the group. 

id the Wanjia labor camp used 
torture to make practitioners renounce 
Falun Gong. Guards doused one practi- 
tioner with water and shocked her with 


an electric baton, and threw 50 female 
followers into cells with male prisoners 
after they refused to sign statements 
‘denouncing the group, the group said. 

The government denies that impri 
опей Falun Gong practitioners are mis- 
treated. 

Lan said Beijing officials ordered labor 
camps to improve surveillance of impris- 
опей Falun Gong practitioners following 
the suicide. Falun Gong followers would 
‘now be watched 24 hours а day, he said. 

The official confirmation of deaths at 
 Wanjia came after а Hong Kong-based 
rights group reported Tuesday that 16 
Falun Gong practitioners had hung them- 
selves after officials extended their sen- 
tences by three to six months because 
they had staged a hunger strike, breaking 
camp rules, to protest abuse and beatings 

The group, the Information Center for 

luman Rights and Democracy, cited the 
relative ofa practitioner who was resusci- 
tated as saying 10 people died. AP 


Indon graft buster dies in Riyadh 


IAKARTA—Indonesia’s top anti-cor-. 
ruption crusader has died, officials said 
yesterday, in what could be a major 
political’ blow to President 
Abdurrahman Wahid ahead of his im- 
peachment, 

‘Attorney General Baharuddin Lopa 
died Tuesday night after heart surgery 
in Riyadh, the capital of Saudi Arabia, 
the Indonesian Embassy there con- 
firmed. He was 66. 

His death throws into doubt graft 
investigations ordered by Wal 
against senior lawmakers who are lea 
ing the drive for the president's re- 


spokesperson Adhi Massardi an- 
nounced that Lopa had undergone 
heart surgery. He said the duties of 
Lopa, who was appointed in a Cabinet 
reshuffle on June 1, had been assumed 
by Deputy Attorney Gene 
Suparman, who like many Indonesians 
uses one name. 

Massardi said Lopa had fallen ill 
during a trip to Saudi Arabia, where 
he had served as ambassador before 
being appointed attorney general a 
month ago. He was in Riyadh to final- 
ize details of his departure from the 
diplomatic post. 


On Monday, an angry Wahid ad- 
mitted that he had so far failed to reach 
a comproinise with his opponents. 

Adding to Wahid's woes has 
been the refusal by the military and 
police to back his plan to declare a 
state of emergency and dissolve the 
national assembly before it begins 
deliberations on whether to remove 
him. 

On Tuesday, national assembly 
chair Amien Rais said impeachment 
hearings would star оп Aug. 1, as 
scheduled. 

Earlier on Tuesday, presidentia 


moval in impeachment hearings due 
to start next month. 

Lopa, who was also a former head 
of Indonesia's National Human Rights 
Commission, had denied claims that 
he had been acting on political mo- 
tives to save Wahid's presidency. 

Nevertheless, the anti-graft drive 
had been widely regarded as a retali- 
atory strike by Wahid to force hos- 
tile legislators into making a deal to 
allow him to remain leader. Wahid 
has denied any wrongdoing in the 
face of corruption and incompetence 
charges. 
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ДЕТ т TReWORLD _ 
Russ jet crashes; 145 dead US spy plane ص‎ -—- 


EE TC 
parts arrive 
MOSCOW—AM 145 people aboard asian airlines’ widespread practice of steep decline s hundreds of smal air- 


Russian airliner crossing Siberia's ex- — taking unticketed passengers. lines were spun off from the one-time $ ii 
Fane yet ا‎ where ا‎ Ва мурад. monolilic Aeroflot in Hawaii 
deb eee د الح‎ A raa 
eerie Sere صم سما حت | سيد سات‎ ELA 
АБЕУ ЕЕ Gitta للدي اح مه اح عر ساس‎ 
Yurchük, spokesperson for the Emer- from Yekaterinburg in the Ural Moun- crash from the Kremlin and ordered ^ meat used to dismantle the plane were 
а а а ерсе ee met wed 1o nate ple ват 
said the plane's three engines had Irkutsk, where it was to refuel, and  Klebanov. who also has led the inves- the planc lei souise China's Hainan is- 
С مر‎ itself bun estat sites ciel © Сс ‘rm Cie 


PEARL HARBOR. Hawaii—Pieces of 
a disassembled US Navy spy plane 
arrived in Hawaii, about three months 
after the aircraft's collision with a Chi- 
nese fighter jet sparked a crisis їп US- 


Emery Gre nh Bey tonet gor 


gers and nine crew members, Yurchuk — building, killing 65 people. airlines and widely used throughout date of July 11 because of ideal weather بانسب خسم ينا‎ 
said. But officials said the number Following the collapse of the So- the former Soviet Union and Eastem ^ conditions, lack of mechanical problems 
aboard could be higher because of Rus- — viet Union, civil aviation fell into a Europe, as well as in China, АР and Chinese cooperation. AP 
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ло! LOUISVILLE, Kentucky—A paient on the brink of 
everyone's invited» death has received the world's first self-contained 

айаш heata battery-powered device the size ol 

a softball that runs without the need for wires, tubes 

or hoses sticking ош of the chest. Two surgeons 

from the University of Louisville implanted te tt 

ә nium and plastic pump during a seven-hour opera- 
ntroducin e - бов at Jewish Hospital on Monday. Tho boop 
said the patient was “awake and responsive" Tues- 

day und resting comfortably. И refused lo release 

" a я : personal deals, The patient had been expected to 

Just say "WAP" and it instantly connects you to the Web. | die within a month without the operation, and doc 
: tors said they expect the artificial heat to extend the 
Activate your phone - and 20 other commands and names - person's life by only about a month. But the device 
with the sound of your voice, on the Samsung SGH-N100. eee اسه و‎ IM. 
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+ Large High-Resolution LCD with Aqua Green Backlight irent to security in Asia and to America's friends 
PF ari NAS Wie (il hace مام‎ military forces and interests, the State Department 
said Tuesday. Last week, according toa senior Bush 
+20 Voice Commands administration official, North Korea conducted an 
> engine lest of the Taspodong-1 missile. That cast 
суор рава doubt on whether the communist government is ар 
+ Private Information Management (PIM) plying restrain o he program. North Korea prom. 
тан Рай Edin pente 99 ta suspend Tiu tet of he 
+ Vibrating Alert by ling some economic sanctions that ba been 
imposed on the country. Narrowly, North Korea has 
кеў to the bargain by not launching any misiles 
зай the official. who spoke оа Tuesday on condi- 
tion he would not be identified. North Korea has 
warned it would resume light tesis i the adminis 
tration proceeded witha missile shied. AP 


Japan PM visits Paris 


PARIS—Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro 
Koizumi met his French counterpart on Tuesday. 
and the leaders agreed that Europe, Japan and the 
United States need to work together to combat glo 
bal warming. Jospin and Koizumi said countries 
would have to act together to convince US President 
George W. Bush to sign the Kyoto Protocol, au 
environmental treaty which requires drastic reduc. 
lions in carbon dioxide emissions, a spokesperson. 
for Jospin's office said. Koizumi met with Bush in 
Washington before traveling to Europe. The US 
President has rejected the protocol, saying that while 
he shares concerns on global warming, he cannot 
accept mandatory targets for carbon dioxide emis. 
sions. The 15-nation European Union said Tuesday 
itis sending a delegation to Japan and Australia this 
week to push its view that other industrialized na. 
tions should ratify the Kyoto Protocol, despite its 
rejection by the United States. The EU nations have 
committed 1o ratifying the protocol by 2002 and 
want other nations to sign the deal, which would 
соте into force once adopted by 55 nations, АР 


Iraqi envoy seeks asylum 


UNITED NATIONS—Iraq’s deputy ambassador t» 
the United Nations and another senior diplomat in 
the mission have requested asylum in the United 
States for themselves and their families, diplomatic 
and police sources confirmed Tuesday. Police 
sources, who spoke on condition of anonymity, iden. 
tified one asylum-seeker as Deputy Ambassador 
Mohammed al-Humaimidi. Senior diplomatis 
sources said that Fela Hesan al-Rubaie, а senior 
counselor and the No. 4 official at the mission als« 
made an asylum request АР 


Cambodia hotels bombed 


PHNOM PENH, Cambodia—Bomb explosions 
rocked two hotels in the capital's main street 
‘Wednesday, killing two people and injuring at least 
seven others, police said. The area was evacuated 
because of fears that a third bomb might be plante 
nearby. The first bomb exploded on the first floor cr 
the Hong Kong Hotel on the busy Monivong Bou! 
evard, about an hour after police received an anony 
mous telephone warning of an impending attach. 
Phnom Penh police commissioner Gen. Suon 
Chhengly said. Five people were injured, officials 
said. A second bomb went off an hour later in 
guest room on the top floor of another hotel abe 
40 meters away, killing a female housekeeper 
another hotel employee, Suon Chhengly said. АР 


Dutch crown prince gets OK 


THE HAGUE—The Dutch parliament gave its ар. 
proval Tuesday to the wedding of the crown prince 
with his Argentina-born fiancée, though is still not 
clear if her future tile will be queen or princess. А 
Joint session of the two houses of parliament adopted 
а government bill authorizing the wedding of Queen 
Beatrix’s oldest son Willem-Alexander to Maxim. 
Zorreguieta Feb. 2 in Amsterdam. The bill is re 

quired by the Constitution for a member of the roy. 
family who is in line for succession. AP 


Princess Diana's garden 


LONDON—British flower enthusiasts are plaininy 
to create what they say will be the world’s largest 
rose garden to honor the late Princess Diana, thes 
announced Tuesday. The two-hectare garden, ex 
pected to cost $28 million, will open in 2003 аз ран 
Of the planned 20-hectare Royal National Rose Ga 
den in St. Albans, a London suburb, ar 
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NDF condemns killings 
of Bayan Muna leaders 


President Macapagal-Arroyo," Jalandoni said. 

He said "such increasing cases of human rights 
violations by the military and police poison the at- 
mosphere for peace negotiations.” 

Jalandoni said the violations are “i 
faith,” which has a "negative impact 
building for the two panels 

Jalandoni, in a July 3 letter to Silvestre Bello, the 
government chief negotiator, also demanded that 
those involved in the killings be investigated and 
held responsible. 

Peace negotiations between the government and 
communist rebels were stalled after the death of 
Cagayan Rep. Rodolfo Aguinaldo. Communist guer- 
rillas owned up the killing 

The government strongly protested Aguinaldo's 
death but the NDF said the Killing was the under- 
ground movement's way of bringing the slain con- 
gressman to justice for past crimes against the people, 

"The government demanded that the NPA stop the 
killings, which the rebel group claimed are part of its 
effort to extract justice for helpless victims of abuses. 

‘Allan Nawal, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Gay bar raided 
on gay day eve 


BAGUIO CITY—The police decided to end Gay 
Pride Month here by raiding the new gay bar in town. 

Twenty-three “macho dancers” working at the 
Coco Banana along Naguilian Road here were ar- 
rested Friday night but were later released, 

‘Supt. Villamor Bumanglag, Baguio police director, 
said they raided Coco Banana after receiving tips from. 
"intelligence sources" that lewd shows were being per- 
formed there. Police, however, failed to witness the 
show when the raid was conducted, reports said. 

But the police still arrested the dancers for work- 
ing without permits, 

‘They were later released after the Coco Banana 
‘management said their working papers were being 
processed. 

The police. however, again raided the establish- 
‘ment on Sunday after they discovered that the bar 
has no business permit 

‘The bar, however, was allowed to operate after its 
‘management assured the police that the permit is being 
processed. The bar stated operating only last month. 

But gay rights activists in the city said the police 
raid on the establishment was “uncalled for." 

Dane Ducayag, founding member of the Gays 
and Lesbians for the Immediate Tsugi of Erap (Galit 
Erap). said the raid was the police's way of harass- 
ing the owners of the club, 

"Why do the police allow (the operations of) 
girlie bars when they cannot allow any gay bar to 
operate?" Ducayag told the INQUIRER. 

Ducayag, however, believed that the raid that 
was timed on the eve of the Gay Pride parade was 
mot meant to spoil the celebration. The parade was 
held on Saturday and it culminated the Gay Pride 
month celebrated yearly in June. 

"The raid was purely coincidental. The police. 
may have no knowledge what Gay Pride is. in fact. 
mot even the other gays in Baguio know that it is 
their day to celebrate because they were not informed 
about it,” he said. 

Members of the Lesbians for National Democ- 
racy (Lesbond), a group of gays and lesbians based 
here, said if the police could prove that the gay bar 
has been staging lewd shows and exploiting minors, 
then the police should go after its operators. 

"But we just hope that the police raided the bar not. 
for the oppression and repression of gays. It was also 
ironic that an incident like this happened during the 
gay pride month," said Julie Palaganas, Lesbond 
spokesperson. 

"We are against all forms of ‘commodification,’ 
but if the raid showed that it was a case of extortion 
and homophobia, then we condemn it,” she said 
Desiree Caluza and Frank Cimatu, PDI Northern 
Luzon Bureau 


WEATHER FORECAST 


FORECAST: Northern Luzon Wil continue to experience stormy 
Weather and its coastal waters will be rough to very rough. 
The rest of Luzon wil have rains and gusty winds with 
‘moderate to rough seas, while Western Visayas wil have 
monsoon rains. The rest ofthe country will be mostly cloudy 
‘with scattered rainshowers and thunderstorms. 
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"Five days later, er body was discovered by vil- 
lagers in a remote area of Km 31," Jalandoni said. 

‘Abatan, along with two others, had been missing 
since June 23. 

Earlier, three other Bayan Muna members in 
Albay, Kalinga and Mindoro were killed, The killings 
remain unsolved. 

Jalandoni said the latest murders "bring to 15 the 
‘number. of human rights violations inflicted upon 
Bayan Muna members.” 

"(The killing of Мера and Абакан), is a part of the 
increasing evidence of a pattern of utter lack of re- 
spect for human rights under the administration of 


DAVAO CITY—The communist-led National Demo- 
cratic Front has denounced the abduction and killing, 
of two members of a left-wing party-list group, say- 
ing it has “poisoned the climate for the peace talks." 

Luis Jalandoni, chair of the NDF negotiating panel, 
їп a press statement branded the abduction and mur- 
ders of Roberto Nepa and Carmenia Abatan, both 
officials of Bayan Muna in Davao del Norte as evi- 
dence of the government's disregard for human rights. 

Мера and Abatan were Bayan Muna's vice chair 
and auditor in Talaingod, Davao del Norte. Jalandoni 
said Хера "was lured to a house by Rico Villanueva, а 
known military intelligence agent.” 
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employees by a month. 

He said he would still study 
whether the city government could 
afford more employees. 

There's till hope for the unem- 
ployed of this city, however. 
Perdices said the city may hire 
‘workers on a per need basis. 

Some people hired earlier on “job 
orders" are facing termination, though. 

Perdices said the answer to un- 
employment could lie in livelihood 
projects, which he said the city 
would give priority to. 

Alex Pal, PDI Visayas Bureau 


Jobless folk keep 
new mayor busy 


DUMAGUETE CITY—When jobs 
ae scarce, people, including residents 
ofthis city, tum to the country's big- 
gest employer—the government. 

‚ . New Mayor Agustin Perdices 
found this problem on his desk оп 
his first day in office. 

Letters from residents applying 
for jobs swamped him. 

“Thad anticipated that (because) 
many people are hard up these 
days,” Perdices told the INQUIRER, 

“The jobseekers, however, had to 
be turned away because Perdices 
extended the contracts of casual 


Quarrying in Batangas protected river stopped 


‘This, after the Penro prohibited the quarry 
from continuing its operation. Hidalgo said 
Tarnate requested an endorsement from the 
city licensing office that would prove he is 
only dredging the river. 

“We all know that he (Tarnate) is not 
dredging the river. He has been quarrying 
it for so long now, and it has got to stop,” 


quarrying and revoked the operator's busi- 
ness permit issued on May 2, 2001 

City Licensing Officer Il Boy Hidalgo also 
denied quarry operator Jose Vicente Tarnate's 
request for an endorsement to the Provincial 

wironment and Natural Resources Office 
(Penro) stating that the Tarnate Enterprise, 
which has been quarrying in Calumpang 
River for 40 years, was only conducting a 


Duluhan, Barangay Cuta expressed their fear 
that a catastrophe similar to what occurred 
after a typhoon in 1926 might happen again if 
the quarrying is not stopped. 

‘The 1926 calamity reportedly killed about 
3,000 residents when the Calumpang River 
overflowed and submerged the entire city un- 
der water for weeks. 

The city government, through legal of- 


BATANGAS CITY—City government offi- 
cials have revoked the license of a quarry op- 
erator at the protected Calumpang River here. 

The revocation order came amidst protests 
and was also prompted after the INQUIRER pub- 
lished on June 23 a story about the 40-year-old 
illegal quarry that has endangered the lives of 
the riverbanles residents. 

In their complaints, residents near the 


Hidalgo said, Mei Magsino, PDI Southern 
Luzon Bureau 
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А representative for the Swiss 
Federal Banking Commission 
spoke with this reporter but refused 
to comment on the Araneta case, 
citing the Swiss bank secrecy law. 

Tight-lipped delegates 

Former Solicitor General 
Francisco Chavez, who has been 
deputized by the Department of 
Justice to help in the investi 
tion of the case, said the re- 
sponses were typical of the Swiss 
officials. 

“The UBS people have not gone 
beyond the denial stage. But there 
are now facts and circumstances that 
blast this denial to smithereens,” 
said Chavez, who was one of the 
members of the Philippine delega- 
tior 

The others were Teehankee, Jus- 
tice Undersecretary Ma. Chona 
Dimayuga, Jorge Sarmiento and 
Danilo Daniel of the Presidential 
Commission on Good Government, 
Assistant Solicitor General Nestor. 
Balacillo and Special Counsel 
Marie Yuvienco. 

All of them, except Chavez, 
arrived from Switzerland where 
they had tried to seek the help of 
the Swiss in uncovering the 
Marcos funds believed to be held 
there. 

But all the delegates were tight- 
lipped about their trip to Germany 
and Switzerland. 

Even the usually glib Chavez, 
when contacted about the meetings 
of the delegation in Berlin and 
Dusseldorf, did not want to com- 
‘ment, saying they all had to wait for 
the ‘official statement from 
Malacafiang and the justice depart- 
ment. 


She said her grandmother, the 
mother of the late President 
Diosdado Macapagal, washed their 
neighbors clothes to help augment 
the family income. 

‘And she thanked the Estrada 
supporters for the nickname. 

Recently, members ofthe liy 
groups Couples for Christ and 
Handmaids of the Lord reworked 
the ditty and came up with new 
lyrics praising Ms Macapagal. 

“Titled "Alerta Labandera (Alert 
Laundrywoman).” the new lyrics 
were written by Marilen Dinglasan, 
project directo of the Ginintuan 
Foundation 

‘Aprons, hearts, suds 

At one Palace function, a group 

of women wore aprons embla- 

“Labandera 
Kami ni Ate Glo (We're Big Sister 
Glo's Laundrywomen).” 

The President's picture was 
framed by a heart-shaped logo 
surrounded by suds. 

Tach Peralta, one of the women 
who wore the aprons, said Ms 
Macapagal’s family was the inspira- 
tion forthe new yis 

"The President's grandmother 
was a laundrywoman and yet her 
family produced two Presidents. 
Peralta said. 

"The new version of the song, 


P Alerta Labandera/Ngayon 
maaraw поба hirap тау inka, 
Pagasa за Bukas. Aleria 
Labonderu/Ang bida ay tayo/ 
Kasama ang nino aig 
Ponga, 

Mabuhay Magsaya/Lab kami ni 
due lang laba ay sa йони! 
Sarili а bud. 

Magkaisa ко Handog sa 
Мауйарай bayan. 

lera Labandera/Lab kami ni 
Ate Gio 


Zamboanga City and said the family 
desperately needed to know what had 
happened to him. 

“We do not know what is going on 
and we really need some answers,” 
Agence France Presse quoted Alberto 
Sobero as saying- 

The Abu Sayyaf has consistently 
said it had beheaded Sobéro as an "In- 
dependence Day gift" to the gover- 
теш. 

Several freed hostages had earlier 
told the military that they last saw 
Sobero on the night of June 11, a day 
before Sabaya announced the alleged 
execution. 

The military said it officially pre- 
sumed that Sobero had been killed, but 
stressed that the claim had not been 
‘confirmed as his body had yet to be 
found. 

"Everybody has so many stories . 
that he is dead and this and that, and we 
do not know which one to believe," 
Alberto Sobero said. 

He said he hoped that the Abu 
Sayyaf would "end this cycle of vio- 
dence" 

Sobero's sister, Anna, earlier 
pleaded with Sabaya to free her brother, 
and stressed that they still believed he 
‘was still alive. With reports from 
Carlito Pablo, AFP 


‘Gloria Labandera’ 
now a soap 


Jacobi, who had heen pursuing 
the hidden Marcos Swiss funds 
since 1989, notified German anti- 
money laundering authorities about. 
the alleged plan of the Aranetas to 
launder Swiss funds before Febru- 
а 

"When the Araneias opened the 
accounts, the authorities were moni 
toring their moves. 

After the INQUIRER published de- 
tails of the “sting operation,” one of 
the Americans whom Jacobi ac- 
cused of being part of the alleged 
money-sharing deal filed a suit 
against the Australian in the United 
States, claiming that he swindled 

їп an alleged scam to retrieve 
Marcos monies. 
Swiss silent 

Deutsche Bank closed Irene's 
accounts, and those of her husband, 
Greggy, Edna Camcam, and their 
American partners Hank 
Hutcherson III and Curtiss Waters, 
after they remained inactive for four 
weeks. 

When the Dusseldorf 
prosecutor's office contacted Dieter 
Jann, the Zurich prosecutor in 
charge of the case, Jann told the 
German prosecutor's office that he 
didnot know if UBS got Irene’s fax 
instructing the fund transfer, said 
German officials. 

‘At the same time, Jann also said 
that there was no order sent to UBS 
to cancel the account there. 

For his part, UBS spokesman 
Christoph Meier told Die Zeit that, 
“I have no knowledge of UBS re- 
ceiving a fax. I have no knowledge.” 

Jann has repeatedly refused the 
INQUIRER's requests for an inter- 
view. 


(From page A1) 


proposal, housewives and 
househusbands will be able to buy 
‘anew laundry detergent bar 
branded “Gloria Labandera (Gloria 
Laundrywoman). 

Yesterday morning, makers of 
"Surf" laundry soap reportedly 
presented to the President, the 
proud descendant of a laundry- 
‘woman, a sample of the detergent 
bar named in her honor. 

Palace sources said ће packag- 
ing featured a picture of Ms 
Macapagal and the name "Gloria 
Labandera” scrawled in orange 
leues. 

"Maybe they should not use the. 
President's photo. It may not be 
appropriate,” said a worried Palace 
source who saw the sample. 

Presidential spokesperson 
Rigoberto Tiglao confirmed that 
the manufacturers had made the 
presentation of the proposed 
detergent brand. But he said he 
failed to take a close look at the 
sample, and added that he did not 
know the identity of the "propo- 
тешз” of the idea 

Tiglao also could not say 
whether Ms Macapagal gave the 
intriguing proposal her seal of 
approval 

The meeting was not in the 
President's official daily schedule 
released to the press. 

During the six-day Edsa IIl 
movement mounted by supporters 
of ousted President Joseph Estrada 
in April, the huge crowd, com- 
posed mostly of poor people, sang 
a ribald ditty tiled “Gloria 
labandera" to mock Ms Macapagal. 

But far from being piqued by 
the song, the President proudly 
declared that she was indeed 
descended from a laundrywoman. 


hands for Lalaine's freedom. 

"The figure did not come from the 
military... It could be smaller or big- 
ger, or it could be just speculation,” һе 
Said. 

But he added: “It’s a big possibility 
that the relatives resort to emissaries, or 
‘Abu Sabaya himself contacts the rela- 
tives and (the payment) is difficult to 
intercept.” 

OF the 20 persons seized from Dos 
Palmas, only four remain—Filipinos 
Angie Montealegre and Ma. Fe 
Rosadeno, and the Burnham. 

‘The others also in Abu Sayyaf hands 
are four Filipinos taken from Lamitan 
оп June.2 and 13 more from Lantewan 
оп June 11. 

During the Sipadan hostage crisis 
ast year, the military estimated the ran- 
som received by the Abu Sayyaf at more 
than P500 million. 

"There is no law or curfew to pre- 
‘vent (emissaries) from (going to) the 
bandit lars,” Adan said. 

Batting for stricier laws to counter 
terrorism, he suid: "There must be a re- 
view of existing policies to prevent the 
payment of ransom.” 

Sobero 

From California, the brother of 
American hostage Guillermo Sobero 
called Radio Mindanao Network in 
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‘money laundering” is very rare in 
Germany, and difficult to prove. 
‘Higher rungs 

Sources here told the INQUIRER 
that Irene's transactions in 
Dusseldorf were known to officials 
on the higher rungs of the German 
government, which is concerned 
about money-laundering activities 
of criminal organizations. 

Trene opened the account on Feb. 
12. On Feb. 14, she specifically in- 
structed UBS AG in Zurich to close. 
her accounts “including but not Jim- 
ited to ай accounts and sub accounts 
under my client account number 
385931.” 

Based on documents compiled 
by Jacobi, Irene's 885931 accounts 
allegedly contained $13.2 billion as 
of June 1998, but were later trans- 
ferred to accounts in Liechtenstein 
and elsewhere in 1999. 

Based on her letters executed in 
Deutsche Bank in the presence of a 
bank official there, Irene apparently 
believed she still had funds to trans- 
fer as of February this year. 

Inearlier public statements, how- 
ever, the Marcoses and UBS both 
denied the existence of Marcos ac- 
counts in that bank. 


Aquino then placed a black back- 
pack on the victim's head and cuffed his. 
hands and feet. Another pointed a 45- 
caliber pistol at Bentain. 

Mawanay said the team went straight 
to the Shell gasoline station near the 
Tabang exit of the North Luzon Ex- 
pressway in Bulacan. 

Minutes later, a black car with a spe- 
cial license plate “JUDE” arrived and 
parked beside the L300 van. 

After confirming that Bentain had 
already been abducted, Jude Estrada, 
son of the jailed president, allegedly 
alighted from the black car and handed 
‘over what seemed like a travel bag to 
Aquino, who was seated beside the 
driver of the 1.300 van. 

PIS million from Jude 

The young Estrada allegedly told 
Aquino that the bag contained PIS mil- 
lion, to which Aquino replied: “Его, 
may pang-casino na tayo.” 

After the "transaction." the black car 
proceeded to Tabang, while the 1300 
Yan went to Guiguinto, Bulacan. where 
Mawanay. Toyo and Danao were alleg- 
edly asked by Aquino to return to the 
5 

‘At about 2:30 p.m. that same day. 
Mawanay said Aquino phoned him and 
told him to go to a McDonald's restau- 
rant in San Fernando, Pampanga, at 6:30 
pm. He was supposedly told that Toyo 
‘and Danao would meet him there. 

At about 7 p.m., after the team had 
met in San Fernando, Mawanay said he 
and the other agents went to Bacolor, 
Pampanga, on board using the white 
1300 van. 

About 3 feet from a bridge in 
Bacolor, Mawanay said he saw a man 
inside a drum whose body was already 
buried in cement, The man was Bentain, 
according to Mawanay. 

Mawanay said the man, whose face 
was beaten black and blue, was crying 
and begging for his life. 

The agent quoted Aquino as saying: 
“T__ а-а ka, pakialamero ka kasi 
(Youson of a bitch, you meddle in other 
people's business too much). " 

‘One of the PAOCTF agents then al- 
legedly covered Bentain's head with 
another drum. The edges of the drums 
were sealed with a "silver tape." 

Mancao, Mang Ben, Toyo and 
Danao allegedly dragged the drum into 
a hole 8 to 10 feet deep. Then they al- 
legedly shoveled lahar into the grave. 

When Mawanay asked Aquino 
who the man was, the PAOCTF о! 
cial allegedly told him in Filipino: 
"Don't interfere, you may suffer the 
same fate.” 

Mawanay told Edcel that he, Mang 
Ben, Toyo and Danao were each given 
P5,000 for their “participation” in the 
abduction and killing of Bentain. 


her, “Be patient, you will be released.” 

Now Lalaine is just thankful to be 
back in the loving embrace of her par- 
eus. 

The family went to church yesterday 
morning and had а meal at a restaurant 
in Quezon City with some friends. 

Lalaine has undergone at least three 
debricfing sessions with the military and 
the police since her release. 

‘Asked whether she planned to go on 
а vacation, she quickly said: “No, I'm 
going on with my life, I'm going back 
to school.” 

Ransom 

Intelligence reports indicate that 
Lalaine's family paid a still uncon- 
firmed amount to the Abu Sayyaf for 
her freedom, 

Without directly confirming reports 
of ransom payments, AFP spokesperson. 
Brig. Gen. Edilberto Adan yesterday 
reiterated the government's call for the 
families of the remaining hostages not 
to yield to any ransom deman: 

“We appeal to (the families") patri- 
otic values,” Adan told reporters in 
‘Camp Aguinaldo. “Every ransom pay- 
ment given means more firearms and 
recruits that will enhance the capability 
of these terrorists." 

‘Adan did not directly refute reports 
that the amount of P6 million changêd 


necessary bank statements appar- 
ently “preparing” to transfer alleged 
ill-gotten wealth, the transactions 
themselves were not criminal acts, 
Mocken said. 

He likened the situation to a per- 
son about to commit murder, staid- 
ing in a comer with a gun, ready to 
shoot. "It's an act of preparation," 
he said. 

Under German law, conspiracy 
to commit a crime is not a crime, he 
said. 

But according to Jacobi's law- 
yer, David Chaikin, a former senior 
fraud officer of the Australian gov- 
еттеп! and expert on anti-money 
laundering, Irene's instructions 
‘would be considered a “criminal at- 
tempt” in other countries. 

“Anywhere else in the world, 
that would be an attempt," Chaikin 
said referring to Irene's faxed in- 
structions to UBS to immediately 
"close all my accounts" there and 
transfer the deposits to Deutsche 
Bank. 

Felix Dorr, a German law and 
anti-money laundering expert, told 
the German weekly Die Zeit: “What 
more could somebody do to instruct. 
the transfer of money’ 

But he also said that “attempted 


March, based on bank records ob: 
tained by Australian investigator 
Reiner Jacobi. 

‘Ready to shoot’ 

‘The Germans opened the inves- 
tigation after Deutsche Bank noti- 
fied authorities about the transaction- 
on Feb. 16, four days after Irene 
opened her aécount. 

“Deutsche Bank said there might 
be a crime here,” Mocken said. 

Both the Landeskriminalamt, а 
police criminal investigation office, 
and Deutsche Bank have submitted 
reports backed by evidence to the 
prosecutor's office verifying ac- 
counts of Irene and her companions’ 
entry to Germany and their opening 
of accounts at the bank. 

But the German prosecutor in 
charge of the case, Kersten Noll, 
could not consider Irene's attempt 
1o transfer her alleged deposits in 
UBS to Deutsche Bank a criminal 
act, he added. 

No funds were ever transferred 
to Irene’s new account, ‘and 
Deutsche Bank closed Account No. 
7690779 after a few weeks. 

“Preparing to commit 
crime’ 

Although she executed all the 
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money) maybe, but (UBS) did not act. 
We had no choice (but to close the 
cease),” Mocken told the INQUIRER. 

In the course of its investigation, 
the prosecutor's office authenticated 
copies of the passports of Irene, her 
husband Greggy, close Marcos 
friend Edna Camcam and her son, 
and two American businessmen 
who were allegedly part of a money- 
sharing deal. АП opened bank ac- 
counts in Deutsche Bank around the 
same time as Irene. 

‘The investigators also confirmed 
that Irene and her party were cap- 
tured on video taken by a bank sur- 
veillance camera. 

‘After the Philippine delegation 
reviewed the evidence in the case, 
its members were also convinced 
that Irene and her party were in- 
volved in an alleged attempt to laun- 
der Swiss funds through Germany, 
delegates said. 

But Justice Undersecretary 
Manuel Techankee, who led the 
delegation, said Justice Secretary 
Hernando Perez would make the 
official statements about the case. 

The Aranetas' trip was first ex- 
posed in an INQUIRER series in 


Bentains find Ador story ‘credible’. . 


thin by coming ош with one “fairy tale” 
charge after another. 

He said there was no truth to 
Mawanay’s allegation that he gave 
money to three ABS-CBN broadcasters. 

Lacson said he even scrapped the 
alleged media payola at the PNP after 
he learned that "one hard-hitting colum- 
nist was receiving P250,000 monthly.” 

Lacson said Mawanay s allegations 
on three ABS-CBN personalities was 
“calculated to incite a network war since 
itis an open secret that Mawanay was 
the discovery of broadcast journalist 
Arnold Clavio of the rival GMA 7." 

"This only shows that Mawanay 
would say anything that his handlers 
‘would tell him to say. And it ems that 
the strategy of his handlers is to create 
more plots and subplots whenever he is 
caught lying." Lacson said. “This makes 
‘Adors tale a never-ending story 

Tn a telephone interview with the 
INQUIRER, De Castro said he did not re- 
ceive money from Lacson. He said he 
did not own a Pajero, but a Ford Expe- 
dition. 

‘Although he never really became 
close to Lacson, De Castro said he had 
auded him for his program to make the 
PNP personnel wear their uniform prop- 
eriy. 

"He was very accommodating for 
inerviews;" De Castro said. 

Не said he was open to an investi- 
gation of Mawanay 'sallegations by the 
Senate committees on national security 
and on ethics. 

In a news briefing, Sen. Franklin 
Drilon said there could be an investiga- 
tion of Mawanay's allegations. 

“Lassume this will be investigated.” 
Drilon said when asked whether there 
was a need for the ethics committee to 
ook into the matter. 

Three-page statement 

In the three-page handwritten state- 
meni that he furnished Edel, Mawansy 
claimed that he and other РАОСТЕ 
agents kidnapped Bentain between 4 
and 5 am. 

Mawanay said the team was headed 
by Senior Supt. Cesar Mancao, then 
РАОСТЕ chief for Luzon, and Aquino. 
‘The team included three other men 
codenamed "Mang Ben,” "Toyo" and 
— 

On their way to the Silahis Hotel 
casino (now Grand Boulevard Hotel) 
‘where Bentain was working, Mawanay 
said he head a man telling the team over 
the radio: "Nandito na ang subject, 
bilisan n'yo baka makawala pa (The 
subject is already here. Hurry, we may 
Tose bim)" 

"The team was on board a white 
Mitsubishi L300 van, according to 
Mawanay. The PAOCTF agents 
dragged Bentain into the van. 


"That's enough. That's enough. As 
a media practitioner. I will have to stop 
you. We are not in the media business 
jst so we can malign anyone,” Clavio 
told Ador. 

m the one talking anyway," Ador 
responded in Filipino on the air. "Actu- 
ally. there are more people who received 
money from (Lacson). He gives me the 
details about the drop-off before 1 de- 
Tiver the money." 

"What I'm saying here is that he 
gave money to prominent media person- 
alities and that 1 witnessed personally 
how they accepted the money," Ador 
said. 

"The former agent told Clavio that he 
was always accompanied by a certain 
Mang Ben whom he described in ear 
lier interviews as Lacson's aide. 

‘Ador’s first sworn statement indi- 
cated that Mang Ben had been liqui 
dated along with his wife and first-born 
Son to silence them. 

"Two ofthese personalities are now 
occupying government postions. One 
of them is really very prominent. If 
Lacson does not owe this guy any 

money. then how come he pays money 
to this person?" Ador asked. 

The former PAOCTF agent eventu- 
ally named the "very prominent person" 
эз “Kabayan.” adding that he delivered 
‘money to this person twice during his 
PAOCTE эйи. 

Payola money in a shoebox 
~We delivered the money toa Pajero 
parked on Tomas Morato (Avenue in 
Quezon City). The money was inside a 
shoebox,” Ador said. 

"These things really happened in 
front of me. | witnessed these things. 
The fellow wouldn't even get out of the 
vehicle when he took the money,” he 
said. 

Ador said the other media personal- 
йу won a seat "in the province.” 

You know, his victory was actually 
a big insulto the person he defeated,” 
the ex-agent said. 

Ador said the third personality 
“works in Channel 2, a female, er name 
is Korina." 

T was at this point that Clavio barred 
Ador from making further revelations. 

Sull, Ador managed to say on the air 
that the female broadcaster was still ac- 
tive in the TV network. 

“Тыз їз not a joke. I'm not lying. 
Tm saying these things because I have 
seen all of these happen.” Ador said. 

"The former agent added that he de- 
cided to reveal these details in reaction 
to Lacson's claim that reporters were 
тай at him for ordering a stop to the 
PNP practice of giving them payola. 

"Fairy tale’ 

Tn a press statement, Lacson said 

Mawanay was stretching bis credibility 


were treated like visitors 


Lalaine and the other female hos- 
tages were also asked to cover their 
heads with a turong. 

But despite the difficulties, Lalaine 
said, she and the others still had time 
for baths in the river. 

She said their captors bought them 
toothpaste and toothbrushes, and were 
“always asking what we wanted, like we 
were visitors." 

“I bad a lot of Coke in Lamitan,” she 
said, recalling a day early in June when 
she and the other hostages were taken 
to the town to drink Coke, and ran 
‘smack into military troops. 

"But ofien, we drink rainwater, or 
buko juice straight from the tree. We'd 
ask, and they'll climb a tree to get buko,” 
she said. 

‘For a cause" 

Lalaine said some of her Abu Sayyaf 
captors explained to her the basis for the 
group's existence—ihe desire to have 
their homeland back in the control of 
Muslims. 

‘Asked if she believed that the Abu 
Sayyaf was fighting for a cause, she 
said: "Yes, 1 saw it, especially the pov- 
erty in the mountains.” 

‘She described the group's spokes- 
person Abu Sabaya as a man with “a 
word of honor,” and said he once told 


her concerns were mostly about her own 
needs, friends, the latet fashions and 
fads, even the latest on boys. 

But now, "I'm more practical,” she 
said. 

"In the mountains you have to eat 
even what you don't want to eat," she 
said. "AL one time two tablespoons of. 
Sugar were all that we ate for an entire 
day. Sometimes, rice and salt. We're 
Icky if we had yo (dried fish). Life is 
difficult in the mountains.” 

But there were days when they had 
carabao meat cooked in soy sauce, as 
‘when the Abu Sayyaf was able to parry 
the military blocking forces and check- 
points. 

“Daring those times, you learn to 
arab for food so you don’t go hungry.” 
she said. 

The hardest рап, Lalaine sid, was 
walking at night. 

Tt was doubly hard for her and the 
other female hostages because the male 
hostages and their security escorts could 
not physically guide them through the 
rough terrain, 

No touch 

‘The Abu Sayyaf believes itis haram 
(а sin) to touch the hand of any female. 
not one's wife, she said, adding: 

"So they use a towel—they hold one 
end and I hold another end—to guide 
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Castro, naw a senator, and Korina 
Sanchez of ABS-CBN. 

© Jude Estrada, а son of deposed 
President Joseph Estrada. handed over. 
a bag containing PIS million to Senior 
Supt. Michael Ray Aquino of the 
РАОСТЕ at а gasoline station in 
Bulacan after the young Estrada learned 
that casino employee Edgar Bentain had 
been abducted. 

Lacson denied that he bribed De 
Castro. De Castro also belied 
Mawanay's allegation. 

ВІ against second test 

Wycoco personally thinks Mawanay 
should not be given a second lie detec- 
tor test. 

“IF there is a second test and he 
passes it, we could have a politically 
Uinged situation. The Lacson side would 
naturally chim that we rigged the sec- 
ond test so that Lacson and company 
‘would appear as the real suspects,” the 
NBI chief said. 

But Bentain's brother Edcel said 
Mawanay's narration of the abduction 
and murder of the casino employee was 
credible. 

"He was straightforward and he re- 
membered the details well. He knew 
What he was talking about," Edcel said 
after meeting with Mawanay. 

‘Edcel met with Mawanay and Dante 
Jimenez, head of the anti-crime group 
Volunteers Against Crime and Сотыр- 
tion, to “clear his doubts” on his 
brother's disappearance 

Bentain went missing on Jan. 16, 
1999, almost a year after he released a vid- 
eolape of then presidential candidate Jo- 
Seph Estrada playing baccarat in a casino. 

During yesterday's meeting, 
Mawanay gave Edcel а writen пата: 
tion of his brother's abduction and mur- 
der, wherein Aquino had allegedly 
“played а very big role." 

Edcel said he was convinced by 
Mawanay's story, ut he was sil “ty 
ing to reconcile” ће former agent's ver- 
sion of the abduction with that of 
Bentain's girlfriend Cecille Subd: 

Edcel said initial investigation 
showed that Subido heard a "commo- 
lion" when armed men abducted 
Bentain in the early morning of Jan. 16. 

Mawanay, however, told Edeel that 
Bentain's abduction went on 
"smoothly. 

In an interview with dzBB, 
Mawanay did not name the third broad- 
caster who received payment from 
Lacson but he described him as some- 
one holding a government position in 
the province. 

"That's enough? 

‘Ador's revelation caught dzBB's 

anchor Arnold Clavio off guard, 


Lalaine: We 
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that you can never say you're giving 
enough love," she said. 

Lalaine said that during her ordeal, 
she became close to the American mis- 
sionary couple Martin and Gracia 
Burnham. 

"They were like my parents there," 
she said. When she was released, she 
said, she left to the Burnhams all the 
pieces of clothing that the Abu Sayyaf 
had given her—like a jacket and а 
‘malong—and told them to be “strong.” 

From Lamitan, Basilan, Lalaine and 
Luis Chito Bautista III--two of the 
original three Americans and I7 Filipi- 
тов abducted by the Abu Sayyaf on May 
27 from the Dos Palmas Resort in 
Palawan—were taken to the Armed 
Forces" Southern Command headquar- 
ters in Zamboanga City. 

"The two feasted on the lunch pre- 
pared by the wife of Southcom chief 
Gen. Gregorio Camiling because, said 
Lalaine, "we had not eaten for two 
days 

For all that, she seemed ай right ex- 
cept for a few lost pounds and skin 
rashes brought on by insect bites. 

"Моге practical’ 

Lalaine has lived a privileged life, 

and like any other teenager nowadays, 


SPORTSONTV соме ay Lorenzo Manouiar 


GOLF: PGA Canon 
Greater Hartford Open, 
Final Round at 9 a.m. 
(0) Highlights at 7 pam, 
on Star Sports 

LPGA Shoprite Classic, 


Final Round at 10 pam. on 
ESPN 

TENNIS: Wimbledon, 
Day 9 Highlights at 8 
am. (т —8 pm), Day 9- 
Men's Quarterfinals at 12 


moon (т), Day 10 - Ladies 
Singles Semi Finals at 9 
‘am, on Star Spor 
BASEBALL: MLB - 
Philadelphia Pilis vs Ай 
Braves at 7 amon ESPN 


Shell for 3rd straight win 


impressive performance with 26 points, mas- 
terminded the Realtors’ ploy but most of the 
credit went to slotman Dennis Espino ав he 
displayed flashes of brilliance in the home- 
stretch 

Espino had 13 of his 17 points in the Jat- 
ter half, making shots that helped rejuvenate 
the Realtors amid the Turbochargers’ re- 
peated comebacks. 

Courtesy of Rob Wainwright and 
‘Tremaine Wingfield, the Turbochargers were 
able to put a semblance of а fight as they 
controlled the momentum at both ends of the 
floor in the third. 

‘Wingfield and Wainwright poured inthe 
points as Shell broke free from a 33-40 half 


sent the Turbochargers plunging deeper 
in the standings at 1-6. 

Purefoods zoomed to its fifth straight 
victory with an 85-76 beating of Alaska in 
the second game, The Hotdogs tied San 
Miguel Beer at the top with a 5-2 card while 
the Aces dropped to 4-3. 

The Scores: 

STA. LUCIA 78—Owens 26, Espino 17, 
‘Aquino 11, Mendoza 9, Tan 7, Del Rosario 
2, Francisco 2, David 2, Belano 2. 

SHELL 69—Wingllold 25, Wainwright 20, 
Hrabak 12, Jackson 6, Singson 4, Marzan 
4, Telan 1, Cheng 0, Esplana 0, Del Rosario 
0 


Quarrecores 1-15, 40:39, 5051, 78-‏ وى 


Laguna whip foes 


tion First Phase atthe San Luis Sports Com- 
plex here, 

Clay, atoning for his offensive slack in 
the last two games, fired a game-high 32 
points оп top of six rebounds, seven assists 
and three steals for the Lakers, who will 
embark on a three-game southern tour start- 
ing Sunday. 

‘Ample help came from Flowers, who was 
again unstoppable underneath the paint with 
28 points, 18 rebounds and one block. 

"The Patriots fell to 2-3 despite the 17- 
point output of Andy de Guzman in the 
fourth quarter. 

Earlier, the LBC Batangas Blades rode on. 
the steady play of Chucho Serrano to sub- 
due the Davao Eagles, 90-84, at the Rizal 
Memorial Colleges Gym in Davao City. 

‘Serrano poured 13 of his 19 points in the 
fourth quarter as the Blades warded off the 
Eagles in the last two minutes to check their 
two-game skid on the road and improve their 


cagefest unfurls July 7 


and PCU president Dr. Oscar Suarez, NCAA 
policy and management board members Fr. 
Anscar J. Chupungco, OSB and Fr. Paul de 
Vera, OSB of San Beda, Fr. Constantino Real, 
OAR and Frank Gusi of San Sebastian, 
UPHR president Antonio Tamayo and ath- 
Jetic moderator Dr. Alejandro Dagdag, Fr. 
Edwin Lao, OP and Fr. Edgardo Alaurin, OP 
of Letran, Bro. Rolando Dizon, Henry 
Atayde and Mark Galino of College of St. 
Benilde, JRU president lawyer Jose D. 
Baltazar and Delfin Asistio, and Mapua 
president Dr. Reynaldo Vea and athletic co- 
ordinator Ding Lozano. 


record to 4-2 

‘Sans last year's MVP Romel Adducul, 
the Blades struggled all game-long as Alex 
Compton couldn't find his range and the 
Eagles’ defenses held. 

Adducul sprained his right ankle during 
the Blades’ scrimmage on Tuesday, putting 
to naught coach Nash Racela's pre-game 
strategies hatched during their 10-day break. 

Factis, the Eagles even led at 75-71 be- 
hind the sniping of Mike Manigo and the 
inside plays of the burly Ryan Bernardo, 

"The Blades refused to be rattled, how- 
ever, and with Serrano, Compton, Eddie 
Laure and Jeffrey Sanders at the scoring end 
seized the upperhand anew at 82-79. 

‘Team director Luis Chuidian and man- 
ager Chris Guidotti cheered on the Blades in 
the absence of team owners Santi and Dino 
‘Araneta, who had pressing commitments. 

Roy Luarca 


‘competition among the competing teams, 
most of which have beefed up their lineups. 

Host Philippine Christian University has 
promised a more exciting league as PCU ath- 
lec moderator Rachab Cunanan aptly de- 
scribed the games as "unpredictable until the 
Jast minute." 

"This season. all teams have a chance for 
the crown," said Cunanan during yesterday 
press conference at the Green Planet. "And. 
суеп those without a legitimate center сап 
still win because they can run fast.” 

‘Among the NCAA officials who attended 
the press conference are NCAA president 
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Games tomorrow (Ynares Center) 
5:15 pm—Tanduay vs Mobiline 
7:30 pm.—Ginebra vs Pop Cola 


By JUNE NAVARRO 


STA. LUCIA Realty survived а stormy third 
quarter to slip past Shell, 78-69, and formal- 
ize its entry inthe quarterfinals of the PBA 
Commissioner's Cup last night at the 
Philsports Arena 

Оп a cold and rainy night, the Realtors 
blew hot in the final canto as they brushed 
aside anemic field goal shooting to notch their 
third consecutive victory for a 4-3 record. 

Damian Owens, who turned in another 


Batangas, 


MBA FIRST PHASE 
Standings 

Andok's San Juan 

Negros. 

LBC Batangas 

Cobuana Lhullier 

FedEx Laguna 

Nueva Ecija 

Socsargen 

Davao 


Games Tomorrow 
Tinga Gym (Taguig) 

3:00 p.m.—Negros vs Nueva Ecija 

5:30 p.m.—San Juan vs Soesargen 


STA. CRUZ, Laguna—Chris Clay and Jef- 
frey Flowers both turned hot for the FedEx 
Laguna Lakers and the Nueva Ecija Patriots 
couldn't cool them down last night. 
Expectedly, the Lakers tallied an easy 
111-100 victory and leveled their slate at 3- 
3 in the Metropolitan Basketball Associa- 


77th NCAA 


Games Saturday 
12 nn—Opening Ceremonies 
1 p.m —San Sebastian vs Jose Rizal 
University 
3 p.m.—Mapua vs ИРНК 
5 pim.— St. Benilde vs Letran 
7 pm —Phil. Christian vs San Beda 


THE NATIONAL College Athletic Asso- 
ciation, the country's oldest and most glam- 
orous amateur cagefest, nfurl its 77th edi 
tion on July 7 at the Araneta Coliseum. 
‘The tournament boasts of parading fresh 
talents even as it hopes to unravel a balanced 
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5 Plus, we are offering | 
үх exciting giveaways this July | 


that you surely can't resist. | 


Excellent Essentials Intl. Corp 


waiting for? Drop by at any of our branch offices. 


We are open from Mon.- Fri. (9:00 AM - 7:00 PM) and Sat. (9:00 AM - 


Lor deus 


LI 


22IF Rufino Pacific Tower 
6784 Ayala Ave. cor Herrera St., Makati City 
Tel, Мо, (02)8110146 Fax No. (02)8110922 
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! Come visit us at 


Excellent Essentials 
| International Corp. 
and get the latest 
products from the 

US. 
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So what are you 


Ste 702704 нун ше insurance Cr 
Жш trend 


REUTERS 


Jennifer Capriati exults after scoring a come-from-behind victory over Serena Williams 
(inset) yesterday, 6-7 (4), 7-5, 6-3, in the Wimbledon quarterfinals. Serena, blowing 
away two straight-set points victory, blamed a stomach virus for her defeat. 


Rains wash out baseball 


RAINS yesterday washed out the baseball games organized by the Philippine 
‘Amateur Baseball Association at the Rizal Ballpark in commemoration of Fil-Am 
Friendship Day. The day-long affair was instead reduced to a baseball clinic super- 
vised by the visiting American Major League coaches, led by Fil-Am Jim Ramos 
and Dennis Bonebreak, 


ESPINO SHINES 


LR downs 


ESCAPE ACT 


UE listed UAAP dark horse 


‘Lazaro 
to host 
9 races 


RACES resume tonight at 
the San Lazaro Hippo- 
drome as the Manila 
Jockey Club, Inc (MICI) 
banners the second day of 
its Fil-Am Friendship 
Racing Festival with nine 
runs on tap. 

The highlight of 
today's card is the run- 
ning of the "S&R Price 

Cup, а 
200,000-guaranteed 
stakes event sponsored 
by foreign retail gian S&R 
Price Membership Club. 

"The staging of the 
first-ever S&R Price 
Membership Cup signals 
the start of a mutually- 
beneficial business part- 
nership between the MIC 
and S&R and heralds 
their much-awaited entry 
into the local market,” 
said MICI chief, lawyer 
Alfonso R. Reyno, Jr. 
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Tumatagining 2, Midnight 
Roso "P^ Top Bullet à 


Cherry Lana 

"Race 81. бт Prin- 
сезе 2. Agarra Pincha 3. 
Touch of Jax 4 


Looking to end a 17-year title drought, 
UB's bid however is dampened a bit by 
the loss Aldwyn Manubag, Jamil 
Shular and Liban Ali. 

James Yap's eligibility is likewise 
being questioned after he played in the 
Filipino-Chinese league last year. Yap's 
сазе, and other player eligibility issues, 
will be decided by the UAAP Board 
‘meeting sometime this week. 

‘UB's strength this year is still their 
bbackcourt—and Zamar vowed to ca 
talize on it. with players like Paul Artadi, 
‘Adrian Ronquillo, Amold Booker, Paolo 
Hubalde and Alan Omiping altemating 
among themselves at the 1-2 spots. 


FOR the last couple of years, the Univer- 
sity ofthe East Warriors have always been 
dubbed dark horses. But each time, they 
failed toreach the Final Four ofthe UAAP 
Basketball tournament, which unfolds on 
July 14 at the Araneta Coliseum. 

"This year, UE coach Boyzie Zamar 
expects to have a different ending. 

“I think it's just а question of my 
players’ attitude, which I hope 1 have 
addressed this year. I's up to them if 
they want to remain as darkhorses or 
take it to the next level,” said Zamar. 

"Our goal is just to make it to the 
Final Four. Whatever comes after that 
‘will just be a bonus for us,” he said. 


SPORTSWATCH 
Lozada, Delicano win gold 


JOHN Lozada and Joebert Delicano won each one more gold and Raphie Pilaspilas 
feared a bronze Wednesday to highlight the Philippines’ glorious campaign in the 
Vietnam international track and field championship. Lozada ruled the 1,500 m and 
Delicano the triple jump in similar easy fashions to emerge the winningest athletes 
in the five-nation competition held at Thong Nhat stadium in Ho Chi Minh City. 
"The Philippines finished with eight golds, one silver and one bronze. Korea, which 
sent 14 athletes, won five golds, one silver and one bronze, while Malaysia, with 19 
athletes, most of them juniors, got two golds, five silvers and seven bronzes. 
Cambodia did not win a single medal. 


Magliquian assured of bronze 


BANGKOK—Juanito Magliquian upset local favorite Kaew Pongprayoon of 
Thailand, 7-5, Tuesday night to assure Team Caltex Philippines of at least a bronze 
medal in the 24th King's Cup Amateur Boxing Tournament here. Magliquian, the 
pinweight gold medalist in the last Southeast Asian Games, took command from 
the opening bell and then kept the Thai at bay throughout the bout. He silenced the 
local fans with a barrage of left hooks and right straight to Kaew's face in the third. 
round, Two more Team Caltex Philippine pugs, featherweight Roel Laguna and 
flyweight Vincent Palicte, bid fora semifinals seat and two more automatic bronze 
medals on Wednesday night when they fight in the quarterfinals. 


King offers Lewis $12.5M 


NEW YORK—Promoter Don King is offering $12.5 million to Lennox Lewis for a 
court-ordered rematch against Hasim Rahman, the WBC-IBF heavyweight cham- 
pion, ‘The offer was disclosed Tuesday at a news conference to promote King's 

} Aug. 5 card in Beijing at which John Ruiz will defend the WBA heavyweight titie 
against Evander Holyfield, “I’m going to knock him out," predicted Holyfield, who 
will try to win at least a piece of the heavyweight title for the fifth time, “He talks 

| about becoming a five-time champion, but I never saw him becoming a four-time 
champion,” said Ruiz, who thought he deserved the decision that went to Holyfield 
when they fought for the vacant WBA title last Aug, 12. Ruiz became champion by 
outpointing Holyfield on March 3. King said his network, KingVision, will broad- 
cast the fight and serve as the pay-per-view distributor in the United States. Rahman 
‘will be atelevision analyst for the fight, which will be seen Saturday night Aug. 4in 
the United States. 


| Р1-М Glutaphos chess postponed 


DUE to he bad weather, the PI-million Glutaphos Philippine Chess Grand Prix 
has been moved to a new date which will be announced Iter. Participants traveling 
| by sea bound for the Bacolod chessfest requested for the postponement. Deadline 
of submission of entries has also been moved о July 21. Call 844-1481 or 926- 
| 9451 for other details. 
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Introducing SMART zed Horoscope lies, A new and improved horoscope service from 

SMART zed. No more vague and generic horoscope readings! Only Horoscope 2/44 

gives you the exact kind of horoscope info you want! For each sign, there are Wi f К 
five specific horoscope categories: love (LH), career (СН), teen (ТН), male (MH), | | | i Rid Lanan 
and female (FH). Choose one for a reading that's tailor-made for you. And best — [. Tar rs 

of all, it's still just P2.50 per download. Check out Horoscope 2/44 today! No 


X 
matter what your sign, or what you need, SMART zed Horoscope (204 delivers. 


Type in category <zodiac sign> Send to 288. Read your horoscope 
Ex. LH AQUARIUS, upon receipt. 
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MARCELINO Ramos, 37, and 


m 11 MMDA Kotong Korean Park Sang Ho, 33, 
stand accused of kidnapping 

policemen "ччы Korean Chang Ho Woo in 
exchange for P1.2 million in 

ransom, 


Louie C. CAMINO, Editor. VALHANDUMON 


Can't afford an air conditioner ‘coz it's too expensive? = 


Korean ransomed, i 


"Lowers the temperate indoors 
+ Input power is 60w 
Furies ar indoors 


Frenchman hogtied е =o 
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Bv DAVE M. VERIDIANO паррей in Quezon City while a residing at the Lola Taya Annex District chief, identified the suspects | 20009798 handing m 
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PDI Central Luzon Desk were hogtied by burglarsin Bulacan Quezon City, hours after he was re- North Xavierville Subdivision, not be expensive! 
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VICTIM'S sister claws at suspect during jail Раанана 


meeting. ERNIEU. SARMIENTO 


Serial rapist 
falls after 
killing girl 


Bv NELSON F. FLORES 


JOE Ivan Lucero, 18, a tricycle driver, was appre- 
hended shortly before midnight on Tuesday for 
allegedly raping and killing a 10-year-old girl in 
Makati. He was on his bike near his house at 2468 
Pasong Tirad St., Barangay Tejeros, Makati City 
when arrested. 

He did not resist and police said they later 
discovered Lucero was also wanted for two rape 
cases pending before the Makati City Regional 
Trial Courts, 

Police said a number of witnesses had identi- 
fied Lucero as the person last seen with the vic- 
tim who was raped and killed shortly before mid- 
night Tuesday. 

Police said Lucero was also seen near the crime 
scene a few moments before the victim was found 
naked and moaning by patrolling barangay 
tanods who rushed her to the hospital. 

The victim, a resident of Barangay La Paz in 
‘Makati City, died from head injuries caused by re- 
peated bashing on arrival at the Ospital Ng Makati. 

Police said she was on her way home when 
raped in a vacant lot along P. Ocampo Street, 
Barangay La Paza. 

РО? Reynaldo Juan, Makati police homicide 
investigator, said a block of stone stained with 
blood appears to have been used in bashing the 
victim's head. The stone was found at the crime 
scene, 

Based on the evidence, police said Lucero 
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ROTC : To ban or not to ban 


Is Adora ‘planted’ 
witness? 


Ramon 
Tulfo 


with delivering methamphetamine 
hydrochoride (shabu) to Jude because 
he didn't belong in the inner citcle. Не 
was only a civilian PAOCTF agent. 
Deliveries of shabu to Jude, if ever they 
took place at all, would have been un- 
dertaken by very trusted men. 

Mawanay said he was present in 
meetings held by PAOCTF officers to 
plan bank robberies. He said his job was 
to determine the time bank vaults were 
‘opened and closed, to know when there 
were few people inside the bank and 
determine the police precinctsin the area 
where heists would take place. 

Their group, Mawanay said, offered 
grease money tothe precinct command- 
ers and other police officers in the areas 
where the heists were to take place, 

If these were so, then many bank 
robberies would have taken place in 
Metro Manila during the time of Erap 
when the PAOCTF was riding high. But 
there were few bank robberies then be- 
cause the Erap administration allegedly 
made a pact with big robbery and kid- 
nap syndicates for them to operate out- 
side Metro Manila. In exchange, the gov- 
ernment gave them concessions, smug- 
gling rice without harassment. 

What's the reason why Mawanay 
has come out? 

To give authorities the bum steer and 
also to make the stories about the 
PAOCTF incredible even if they hap- 
pen to be true, 

Mawanay's tale has a semblance of 
truth in it, For instance, the abduction 
and murder of Dacer did take place. But 
some details, ike the supposed partici 
pation of former President Ramos, were. 
twisted in such a way as to make the 
story incredible, 

‘Mawanay exaggerated his story to 
make the public wary ofthe stories com- 
ing out about the PAOCTF's misdeeds. 
Exaggerations in a story make it unbe- 
Tievable even if on the whole it is uue. 

Mawanay could be a planted wit- 
ness—planied by the PAOCTF. 

Mark Jimenez, accused of bei 
fugitive in the US, beat his detractors 
by voluntarily presenting himself to the 
‘court and posting bail for his temporary 
liberty. 

"The Department of Justice had rec- 
‘ommended that no bail be granted on 
him because he might try to escape. 

Т am not in hiding and 1 am not a 
fugitive in the US. How can Ibe a fugi- 
tive when I have subjected myself to 
the legal process? 1 have never been in 
hiding because I even ran, campaigned 
for, and won aseat in Congress,” Jimenez 
said in a phone conversation with this 

have not committed a crime in my 
country. And even in the US, I'm being. 
prosecuted for a political, not criminal, 
offense,” he added. 

‘One of fimenez's alleged crime is il- 
legal campaign contribution to former 
President Bill Clinton 


AUTHORITIES should view with sus- 
picion the allegations of a guy who hid 
behind the name "Ador" to purportedly 
expose the involvement of the Presiden- 
tial Anti-Organized Crime Task Force 
(PAOCTF) in some crimes. 

Coming out into the open, Ador is 
Angelo Mawanay who, former 
PAOCTF chief and now Sen. Panfilo 
Lacson says, is a swindler because of 
his many unpaid debts. Mawanay him- 
self admits to owing debts totaling 
100,000 to neighbors. 

Be that as it may, Mawanay could 
be a witness fielded by—don't fall off 
your chair—the PAOCTF. 

Why this accusation against 
Mawanay who аз volunteered to ex- 
pose the supposed evil deeds of the de- 
funct super police agency? 

Because he seems to be lying through 
his teeth. His exposes are so incredible 
the citizenry would sympathize with 
the people he is accusing. The people 
whose evil deeds were supposedly un- 
covered by Mawanay would look like 
victims of black propaganda. 

Mawanay, who says he is a former 
civilian PAOCTF agent, has implicated 
former President Ramos in major crimes. 
such as the abduction and murder of 
public relations man Salvador "Bubby" 
Dacer. 

Lacson, one of those Mawanay is 
accusing, is right: the accuser lost his. 
credibility when he implicated Mr. 
Ramos in several heinous crimes. 

‘Now that he is pointing to former 
President Ramos, ай of a sudden he be- 
comes incredible. When he was accus- 
ing me, he was credible,” the former PNP 
and PAOCTF chief said. "So, you see 
the change of attitude. 

Well said. The accusation against 
Ramos was the last straw that broke the. 
camel's back. Mawanay is as credible 
as he is handsome. 

From the very start, it was easy to 
tell Mawanay was not believable. 

He refused to undergo a lie detector 
test at first to buttress his allegations. 
Mawanay said he would have to con- 
sult his lawyer, but why the need for a 
Tawyer when he's not the accused but 
the accuser? A person who's telling the 
truth wouldn't have second thoughts 
undergoing a polygraph test. 

And then when he finally took the 
lie detector test the results were "incon- 
clusive,” according to investigators. In 
short, the machine said he lied in an- 
swering some questions. His excuse for 
this was that he was distracted by the 
presence of reporters and that he was 
upset at the time. 

Another incredible tale of 
Mawanay's concerns his alleged deliv- 
егу of shabu to several persons, includ- 
ing supposedly a close relative of former 
President Estrada 

He is apparently referring to Jude 
Estrada who is a drug user. Jude's drug 
use is no longer a secret. In fact, Jude 
маз linked to drug traffic when Erap 
‘was still vice president and concurrent 
chair of the Presidential Anti-Crime 
‘Commission (PACC). Remember the 
time he beat up a notorious drug pusher, 
а woman named Espanola, for alleged 
‘non-remittance to him of the proceeds 
ofa drug deal? 

‘But he could not have been entrusted 


Hunt on 
for Bacalla 


ROTC came after UST engineer- 
ing student Mark Welson Chua 
was murdered after exposing 
anomalies in the military training 
program. 

Chua's body was found 
wrapped in a carpet and floating 
in the Pasig River last March 19. 
His face was also wrapped in 
packing tape, and his hands and 
feet were bound. 


of country which is very impor- 
tant. We can't have people be- 
lieve that they're not responsible 
for the security of the country." 

Reyes, however, said that the 
defense and military establish- 
ments were aware that there was 
"alotof room for improvement" 
їп the program, especially on 
minimizing reported anomalies 
there. 

“We have to amend the law 
but are in the meantime studying 
options and we ask everybody 
else to improve the situation,” 
Reyes said. Christine Avendano 


law was to train all able-bodied stu- 
dents for military skills in case of 
war, it cannot be disputed that this 
66-year old law is anachronistic,” 
Cayetano said. 

Cayetano noted that the “еэ 
ing programs are no longer respon- 
sive to the needs of the present me 
and that it only “encourages and 
breeds graft and corruption.” 

The clamor for the abolition of 


*It's not simply 
a military training’ 


ASKED by Malacafiang to comment. 
on the ROTC issue, Defense Secre- 
tary Angelo Reyes yesterday said 
the military and defense 
establishment's “tentative recom- 
mendation" would be known in a 
"few days time." But he said he be- 
lieves that the ROTC should not be 
scrapped. 

Reyes stressed that the "secu- 
rity of the state is everybody's re- 
sponsibility.” 

“The ROTC program is not si 
ply a military training program, 
Reyes said. "It is (a program) devel- 
oping discipline, character and love 


protection," Flavier said in a state- 
ment. 

In Senate bill No. 457, Drilon said 
that students interested in joining 
the AFP Reserved Force should in- 
stead be given “optional courses" 
such as the law enforcement service 
and civil welfare service. 

But Drilon stressed that "it is still 
in the national interest to encour- 
age the Filipino youth to understand 
the significance of military service 
and training for the safety and se- 
curity of citizens." 

Over the weekend, thousands of 
ROTC cadets walked out of their 
training grounds on various Metro 
Manila universities to dramatize their 
protest against the ROTC. Earlier, a 
nationwide signature campaign had 
also been launched in universities 
nationwide to urge Congress to pass 
abill abolishing the ROTC. 

In filing Senate bill No. 1314, 
Cayetano said that the ROTC and 
CAT have become 
"anachronistic.. (since) the original 
justification for compulsory CAT 
and ROTC no longer exists." 

The ROTC was created through 
the National Defense Act (Common- 
‘wealth Act No. 1) and Republic Act 
No. 7077 when the country had just. 
emerged from war. 

"While the lofty objective of said 


By ARMAND N. NOCUM 


‘THE PROPOPOSAL to abolish 
the Reserve Officers Training 
Course (ROTC) could encounter 
rough sailing in the Senate. 

Senator Renato Cayetano, 
chair of the Senate committee on 
justice and human rights, filed a 
bill seeking the abolition of the 
military training program. 

The bill also seeks the aboli 
tion of the Citizens Army Trai 
ing (CAT), which is the ROTC's 
high school counterpart. 

But instead of abolishing the 
military training programs, Sena- 
tors Sergio Osmena III, Juan 
Flavier, Franklin Drilon, Ramon 
Magsaysay and Rodolfo Biazon 
‘want to make the military instruc- 
tion for students “optional.” 

Flavier's Senate Bill No. 60 
calls forthe optional enforcement 
of the ROTC. His Senate Bill No. 
41 proposes that Philippine col- 
leges and universities should of- 
fer Law Enforcementand Commu- 
nity Service courses in lieu of the 
ROTC. 

"There is a need to orient and 
involve young Filipinos in other 
relevant areas of national concern 
such as law enforcement, commu- 
nity service and environmental 


11 MMDA Kotong 
emen arrested 


VALRANDUMON 


TWO of the suspects bare the shame of it all before the media. 


arrest of the three policemen and vowed 
to dismiss them from service 


(From page A19) 


Korean 


a daily basis. 
Mendoza immediately ordered the 


blue uniforms, were arrested one after 
the other by members of the Criminal 
Investigation and Detection Group 
(CIDG) led by Chief Supt. Nestorio 
Gualberto. 

Gualberto said that all the suspects 
were caught in the act of extorting money 
from jeepney and bus drivers they had 
flagged down for alleged violation of taf- 
fic rules. 

Gualberto said his men started con- 
ducting operations against "hard-knock" 
‘muleting cops and traffic enforcers early 
Monday moming due to mounting com- 
plaints against them, 

Charges of estafa and robbery extor- 
tion are being readied against the sus- 
pects. 

During investigation, one of the sus- 
pects confessed to remitting his daily 
collection to a policeman. 

‘This prompted Gualberto to order a 
deeper investigation that could lead о 
the identification of the at least three 
policemen who were tagged as the ones 
behind this extortion activities. 

Gualberto said the three policemen 
allegedly required each MMDA traffic 
‘cop to remit at least P2,000 to them on 


: polic 


By DAVE M. VERIDIANO 


PNP Chief Director General Leandro 
Mendoza yesterday presented to the 
media 11 traffic enforcers of the 
Metro Manila Development Author- 
ity (MMDA) who were arrested 
while allegedly extorting money from 
‘motorists on major thoroughfares in 
Metro Manila during the rains. 
Mendoza said that their arrest is 
the start of a renewed drive against. 
the so called “kotong cops” who 
usually victimize motorists, particu- 


The suspects were identified as 
‘Armando D. Arzala, 52 of Mapulang 
upa, Valenzuela City; Mamerto Sal- 
“vador, 51, of Barangay Holy Spirit, 
Quezon City; Patricio B. Vallejo, 46, of 
Raja Bago, Tondo, Manila; Rogelio 
Romualdez, Nicanor Ligon, Rogelio 
Fuentespina, Ernesto Llobet, 
Bienvenido Amado, Teofilo Geron, 
Reynaldo de Jesus and Amante Tibe. 
1 "The enforcers, known as the 
1 MMDA “Blue Boys" for their striking 


Lina sacks warden 


INTERIOR and Local Government Secretary Jose Lina 
Jr. yesterday relieved the jail warden of General 
Mariano Alvarez, Cavite following the escape of 18 
inmates Monday night. Lina also directed the Cavite 
Provincial Police Office to assist the Bureau of Jail 
Management and Penology (BJMP) in the massive 
manhunt for the inmates who remain at large. Ordered. 
relieved by the DILG Chief was Jail Inspector Arnaldo 
Jalimbawa, warden of the General Mariano Alvarez 
municipal jail, Jalimbawa, who is facing possible dis- 
missal from service, was replaced by Jail Inspector 
Rey de Luna. Lina also ordered Jail Officers | Mariano 
Maligud and Romeo Adion, who were on duty at the 
lime of the jailbreak, placed under technical arrest. 


AWOL cop killed 


A NUEVA ECUA policeman who had been absent 
without leave and moonlighting as a jeepney driver 
was shot dead by two of his passengers in Sta. Mesa, 
Manila on Tuesday night. SPO! Victoriano dela Cruz, 
39, of -D San Marcelino SL, Plainview Subdivision, 
Mandaluyong City died upon arrival at the Lourdes 
Hospital. He sustained a gunshot wound in the head. 
Cops are hunting down two suspects whose descrip- 
tions were withheld pending their arrest. 


Teener electrocuted 


A 17-YEAR-OLD boy was electrocuted on top a wans- 
former while allegedly trying to steal copper wires in 
Caloocan City Tuesday night. Authorities identified 
the victim as Danilo Salvador, 17, of 7th Street, 6th 
Avenue, Barangay Grace Park, Caloocan, Salvador was 
‘with his friends Jay Ar Apanejado, 14, and one “Utoy” 
‘when the incident occurred about 7 p.m. at a Manila. 
Electric Co. post on 8th Street between 7th and 6th 
avenues, Caloocan, The boys were allegedly trying to 
steal loose copper wires to be sold at a nearby junk 
shop. But Salvador slipped and accidentally touched a 
live wire, before landing on a transformer, The victim's 
body was recovered by volunteer firefighters from the 
Filipino-Chinese Chamber Fire Prevention Associa- 
tion, Christian Esguerra 


Dragon Ball 2 fans nabbed 


TWO young fanatics of the popular 
anime show Dragon Ball Z were arrested 
‘Tuesday for allegedly stealing toys and 
P20,000 cash from a store in Valenzuela. 
City. The suspects, aged 14 and 17 and 
residents of Valenzuela, sneaked into 
Gillshop and General Merchandise on 
T. Santiago Street, Barangay Canumay 
about 9 p.m. Monday. Police said they 


murder 
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THEQUEZON ity Re- 
gional Trial Court yes- 
terday ordered the im- 
mediate arrest of the 
principal suspect in the 
killing of kidnap victim 
Mark Bacalla. 

Judge Monina 
Zenarosa of QC-RTC 
Branch 76 issued the 
order after suspect 
Onofre Surat failed to 
show up during the 
scheduled arraignment 
yesterday morning. 

Surat, a family friend 
of the Bacallas, es- 
caped from the East 
Avenue Medical Cen- 
ter while supposedly 
undergoing treatment. 

Five others charged 
in the kidnap-slaying of 
Bacalla—Zaldy Carino, 
Felipe Pader, Sammy 
Pader, Rodrigo Catungal 
and Jero Garcia—ail 
pleaded not guilt 

Bacalla, 24, the eldest 
son of late QC-RTC 
Judge Marciano Bacalla 
and a graduate of the 
АМА Computer College, 
‘was abducted on May 3. 

Later, his body was 
found in a shallow grave 
in Barangay Rizal, 
Cuyapo, Nueva Ecija. 

Despite the young 
Bacalla's death, the sus- 

1s still managed to col- 
from his mother. 


Quezon City. 

Tor said his men from the CPD's intelligence divi- 
sion failed to arrest the gang leader who is also a Ko- 

‘On Sunday, Park, Ramos and the other Korean, 
abducted Woo from the Silla Restaurant and karaoke 
bar on Timog Avenue about 7 p.m. and drove off 
‘onboard a Honda Civic (UJC-815), police said. 

“The kidnappers blindfolded Woo and drove him to 
‘Tagaytay City where they demanded P2 million in 
exchange for his life. The victim pleaded and promised 
to pay the ransom, police said. 

"The suspects then decided to take him back to the 
bar where he was abducted and locked him up in a 
room, while they negotiated with the victim's wife. 

‘Woo's wife managed to lower the ransom to P1.2 
million, police said. She issued a check which Ramos 
‘encashed at the Metropolitan Bank branch on Timog 
Avenue, 

But police, working on the case throughout the 
negotiation, arrested the two suspects hours after the 
payof 

Police seized 250,000 in ransom money, an 8210 
Nokia cellular phone and the Civic Honda allegedly 
used in the abduction from Park and Ramos, Tor said. 

The other Korean, who managed to escape with 
the bulk of the ransom, is now being hunted down by 
CPD intelligence men. 

In Bulacan, Frenchman Marcel Collins and wife 
Pacita were hogtied by burglars who broke into the 
house of their Filipino host in Barangay Taliptip, 
Bulacan, Bulacan on Saturday. 

The couple survived the ordeal but were so shaken 
that they were forced to move to a hotel in Metro 
Manila after the robbery. 

"Tbe Collins had been staying at the house of their 
friend, fishpond operator Luisito Samonte, for a week. 
They were having dinner Saturday when five men 
barged in and, at gunpoint, asked Samonte where be 
‘was keeping his safe containing jewelry and cash. 

The robbers tied the Collins, Samonte, his wife and 
their four children while they took the vault containing 
PS million in jewelry and P250,000 in cash. The sus- 
pects also took Samonte's P21,000 cash. 

The suspects fled using Samonte's Toyota Hi-Ace 

Police caught up with the suspects on the bound- 
ary of Bulacan and Malabon. After a brief gunfight, 
the suspects abandoned the van on Barangay Hulong 
Dubat in Malabon. 

‘They recovered Samonte's vehicle and the vault. 
with its contents intact. Only Samonte's P21,000 were 
taken by the suspects, police said. 

‘Also recovered from the scene were 12 empty shells 
of 9 mm and AS cal. pistols and abloodstained pillow 
inside the van. 


‘Atienza scores cops 
for ‘indifference’ 


stressed. 

The other day, Pasinos himself was given a scold- 
ing by Atienza, who demanded that the police pres- 
ence in the city's Quiapo, Ermita and Malate district 
be improved due to the occurrence of several holdups 
and robberies last weekend, 

‘Yesterday, the mayor became upset upon learning 
that two journalists lost their cell phones to knife- 
wielding holdup men inside an FX cab Tuesday mom- 
ing. 

"The victims, Genalyn Kabiling of Manila Bulletin 
and Kathering Andraneda of CyberDyaryo claimed 
they were given a run-around by policemen at the WPD 
headquarters and insulted by the desk officer at the 
WPD Station 3 in Sta. Cruz. 

Last week, Philippine Star reporter Mike Frialde 
was also divested of his cell phone along Ramon 
Magsaysay Boulevard in Sta. Mesa. He said he was 
met with indifference by night-shift policemen man- 
ning the WPD Station 8. 
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Advanced Screening Tonight 
of “Drives 
Starring Sytvester Stallone 
Kip Pardue and Burt Reynolds 
at Robinsons Movieworld 


Galleria Cinema 2 


at Limits Entertainment Hall and Disco 
10:30PM. 
featuring Jojo Silverio and Louis Ramirez 


By JEROME ANING 


„THE SUDDEN rise in robbery incidents in Manila is 
straining relations between Mayor Lito Atienza and 
the city police chief. 

‘Atienza, concerned over the increasing robbery inci- 

1 dents and police inefficiency, yesterday said he wants 
all station commanders in the city to also report to him. 

"(The mayor) would require the station command- 
‘ers of the 11 Western Police District stations in Ma- 
nila to submit weekly reports to his office,” a state- 
ment from Atienza's office said. 

Normally, the 11 station commanders—all with 
the rank of police colonels— report to the WPD act- 
ing director Senior Supt. Nicolas Pasinos Jr., who as- 
sumed his post less than three months ago. 

will closely monitor the performance of each 
station commander and make the necessary recom- 

‘mendations to their superiors if we are able to deter- 
mine that they are performing below par,’ Atienza 
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ENTERTAINMENT === THURSDAY; JULY 5, 2001 na 1 
Latest movie heroine zooms to the top 


ANGELINA Jolie zooms to is pulling the viewer's leg: Lara is stands in the way of their dastardly life, she's tempted to play alongwith — We're’still reeling from all that 
superstardom with the current ac- only “practicing,” and the deadly Vi ambition. the bad guys in the movie. high-tech sturm und drang when we 
tion-adventure blockbuster, "Lara robot is in fact her high-tech spar- VIEWFINDER Practically ай by her lonesome, This accounts for the only scene leave the theater, but we find our- 
Croft: Tomb Raider.” But her suc- ring partner. {©} he dispatches dozens of the power in the film that features both Ms selves feeling light-headed for yet 
cess is by no means attributable to This is a turn-off, but it's small SES brokers’ goonish minions with her Jolie and her real-life dad, Jon another reason: the film is big, brash + 
her talent and charisma alone. potatoes to the disappointment that Aug arsenal of state-of-the-art weaponry, Voight (as her deceased father come алй loud, but it's also a tub of cin- 
In fact, she’s nearly upstaged by sets in when the movie's light- plus a well-placed kick to the cra- suddenly alive due to thetriangle's ematic popcorn, which quickly . 
the movie's production values and weight plot tries to get going: the nium, or two. Incredible? Well, she magical disruption of the rules of leaves you hungry for something— 
special effects, and the fact that the real-life mission that ourheroine has Nestor U. Torre isn’t а super-heroine for nothing. біте and space). well, something more. : 
Lara Croft mystique is popular in its been training for involves the per- —— —  —  —  — Thus far, Lady Croft is coming Voight and his daughter are — Congratulations to Angelina 
own right, having gained an avid fect alignment of all of the planets ofa magical triangle can virtually across like an animated figure in a tremulous and teary-eyed in this se- Jolie for making the most of this 
following in its original form аз a of our solar system, a heavenly phe- become a god —Huh?! computer game. So, to humanize quence, which by the way, mimics  clangorous star-making showcase, 
computer game. nomenon that only occurs every — Well, not really, completely a her, the movie gives her a father their real-life situation, since Voight but it looks like she had to leave 
Still, the production doesn'ttake 5,000 years. god, just the master of time and complex (in absentia) has also been absent from his much of her acting talent outside the 
апу chances. Its opening sequence Great but what's this got to do расе. Duh . It appears that her beloved father daughter's life for the longest time. studio door when she shot this film. 
alone is good for a huge adrenaline with Lara Croft? Well а As you can imagine, some ava- Фей many years ago and she's been Right after that, however, it's Now that she's a certified superstar, 
rush, as Lady Croft engages а fero- that, when the perfect alignment ricious power brokers areitching to longing to get reunited with himall back to the digital marvels and tech- she must regain her artistic bearings 
‘cious robot in a fight to the death. takes place, a window is opened get their sweaty hands on that all- this time, so when the magictriangle nical flourishes as the movie revs up and move on to something much, 
‘Alas, it turns out that the movie through which anyone in possession powerful triangle, but Lara Croft promises to bring her father back toto its big, slam-bang finale. much more. 


Jaya holds major concert at the Big Dome 


VIVA Concerts, the “Jaya: Unleashed” is South Border July 6 at Padi's gineVclsquezwillbethe stage with the popular platinum album, "Rev- You,” "My Everything,” 
same production which also produced by anniversary Mindave, a concert special guest in the “One  boybandareSouth Bor- elation,” which spawned “Тһе Hardest Thing,” 
presented the phenom- Uniprom Inc. Direction SOUTH Border cel- with Barbie's Cradle Night Only” 98 Degrees der and Barbie's Cradle. such major hits world- апд "Invisible Man. 
enal Valentine show of is by Rowell Santiago. ebrates its anniversary оп July 24 and а spe- concert tomorow nightat 98 Degrees are now wide as "Give Me Just ‘Showtime is 8 p.m. 
Zsa Zsa Padilla, Free- Musical direction is by оп July 15 witha spe- cial concert with Araneta Coliseum. оп a world tour to pro- One Night (Una Call Ticketnet at 911- 
style and Lani Misa- Marc Lopez. cial concert at Padi's Rivermaya on Aug. 1 Also sharing the mote their latest multi- Noche)" “I Do Cherish 5555 or 911-4087. 
lucha billed as “The Tickets to the con- Mindave Mindanao The group's three 
Love Avenue and Congres- previous albums were م عع سه ههه هه‎ RERERRERE 
Concert," sional Avenue, phenomenal platinum 
nowbrings SQ Quezon City. and gold records. F. R. E. E 
the Queen asda RAD 3 Reaping 35 awards, South Border is 
‘of Soul ina PU including 20 Awit composed of key- 
major concer, “Jaya: Un-P100. They аге avail- É PN Awards and seven boardist and chief MOVIE TICKET 
leashed,” July 28 at the able at the Araneta JAYA Katha Awards, South songwriter Jay Durias, 
‘Araneta Coliseum. Ticketnet Office Border has become bassist Randolf Balane, TIMEZONE GAME PASS 
Known for her (911-5555), SM Tic- ture haunting call to one of Asia's most drummer Paul Benitez, 
soulful voice and stir- ketnetoutletsand Viva “Bali Ha'i," where multi-awarded bands. vocalist Luke Mejares, & TATERS MEAL 
ring performances, Concerts (413-2572). Беа Mary, played Padi's Mindave guitarist Butch Victo- ^ 
Jaya has performedin ‘South Pacific! by talent manager ownerandaward-win- riano and saxophonist 
же ота here PERPORMING Ar Angie Maghanma, mes رن‎ ees Wikon Y. and UP music student when you watch TOMB RAIDER 
and abroad and has ists Intemational (PAD) tolureLt.Cable(Lance Lee Flores admires Reynaldo Junasa. dressed in Lara Croft outfit 
had numerous hit presents a special ad- Raymundo) whom she South Border for their Padi's Mindave is a 
songs to her name, aptation of “South Pa- wants for her beautiful members’ profession- Unique three-story res- сЕ. Only at 
With her numerous cific," the Rodgers and daughter, Liat (Pamela  alism, musical artistry 20910, bar, art gallery 
Fes nite] » 6 Hammerstein musical Mendoza). and humility. and экеен] 
field of music, Jaya is based on James Mi- _ Veterantheateratt- Тһе South Border tf. For inquiries, cal a 1 7 
nowconsideredasOne  chener's bestseller, istChinggoy Alonsois anniversary 20 Атыл АО» | NOW SHOWING: 
ofthe most formidable “Tales of the SouthPa- Emile de Becque, the produced by Mindave 34 0r 925-3117. à Promo is valid on re 
figures in the local cific.” French bon vivant Entertainment Corp., 98 Degrees Кн, ony ы з 
music scene, РАГ'з adaptation planter who falls іп which will also hold a guests بوصو ا‎ cab بعد‎ 
In her Big Dome integrates the musical love with small-town Budweiser show on ASIA'S Songbird Re- 
ENSE MAKE with today's block- gal Ensign Nelly 
to give audiences à buster, “Pearl Har- ч: losephin: 
slimpse of herkind of рог“ It willbe staged Roseschavsoy EVERYONE HAS A PRICE. NOBODY IS UNTOUCHABLE. ONLY THE BRAVE WILL SURVIVE IN A PLACE CALLED... 
music. Special guests 9 tonight at the Тһе show is spon- 
are Janno Gibbs Alegria Lounge. sored by Pagcor. For 
Jeremiah and Regine Special guest Dulce details, call 523-8691 
Velasquez. will deliver her signa- to 96. 


Another animated... 


(From page A24) 
people were like at the very start of cult to find fault in a movie that cel- 
the movie, viewers were deprived _ebrates the joyful spirit of explora- 
of the chance to imagine for them- tion and discovery the way 
selves what these looked like. Had “Atlantis” does. This is a movie that 
the prologue been eliminated, the — has the power to inspire children to 
audience could have been more sur- become interested in ancient lan- 
prised and awed by the "rediscov- guages and lost cities. If just опе 
ery” of Atlantis halfway into the child decides to become a linguist 
movie. or an archeologist after watching 
As someone so eloquently put й "Atlantis," then Disney's latest ef- 
many years ago, “Less is more.” оп is an unqualified success, at 
‘As а whole, however, it’s diffi- least in my book. 
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* ATLANTIS" 


Another animated wonder 
from the House of Mouse 


Unlike recent emotional excursions like 
“Tarzan” and “Mulan,” "Atlantis" is an action- 
packed adventure in the vein of the "Indiana. 
Jones" and "Mummy" movies. Eschewing songs 
Хог thrilling chases and comedic macho postur- 
ing, “Atlantis” will probably strike enthusiastic 
chords in young boys and the 
slightly older fans of Japanese 
anime. 
Teens weaned on video games 
like “Counter Strike” may find the 
G-rated storyline too wholesome for 
their taste, but they may be drawn (pun intended) 
by the comic book-inspired look of the movie, 

Visually, “Atlantis” is very different from 
what we're used to seeing from the House of 
Mouse. The design of the characters, for instance, 
owes more to the sleek, sexy and sinewy style of 
Japanese anime and Marvel Comics than it does 
to traditional Disney character design, which is 
famous for humans and furry animals with large, 
expressive eyes and exaggerated body shapes. 

The most pivotal female character in 
"Atlantis" is Princess Kida, and she looks a lot 
like Storm from the "X-Men" movie, with her 
dark skin, white hair and glowing eyes. Leading 
‘man Milo Thatch looks exactly like Peter Parker 
the way he’s drawn by renowned comic book 
artist Mark Bagley in the immensely popular 
“Ultimate Spider-Man” comic books: very thin 
with messy brown hair and unusually large eye- 
glasses. 

Another eccentric touch in “Atlantis” is that 
most of the characters have triangular fingernails 
as compared to the normal, sickle-shaped ones. 

Futuristic, post-apocalyptic 

Because the events depicted in "Atlantis" take. 
place in 1914, the movie is filled with all kinds 
of gigantic contraptions made of iron and steel, 
making it look like a homage to the Industrial 
Age. The design of the various vessels used їп 
the search for Atlantis also recalls another giant 
from the 19th century: Jules Verne, the author 
of 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea." 

The fantastic design of Atlantis itself, how- 
ever, appears to have been inspired by Japanese 
anime. The Atlantean armada seen briefly in the 
prologue would not have been out of place in an 
episode of "Daimos" or “Voltes V." Elements 
of futuristic, post-apocalyptic cartoons like 
“Akira” are recalled in scenes where bolts of 
blinding white light emanate from mysterious, 
New Age power sources and turbulent winds trig- 
ger fear and alarm on a surprised populace. 

The story structure of "Atlantis" is also in- 
spired by other sources, particularly Gene 
Rodenberry's Star Trek TV series and the sci- 
ence fiction bestsellers of Michael Crichton, In 
“Star Trek,” "Jurassic Park,” “Congo,” and 
“Sphere,” these brilliant men popularized the 
notion that the best people to have in an expedi- 
tion are scientists and engineers from different 
disciplines. 

Motley crew 

In “Atlantis,” the motley crew consists of a 
linguist, a digger, an explosives expert, a mil 
tary tactician, a doctor, а cook and a couple of 
others. And just like in "Jurassic Park,” it takes 
an eccentric, aging millionaire to fund an enter- 
prise that everyone perceives as a waste of time 
and money. 

How far we've come from the carefree mov- 
ies of the Eighties, when all it took to find and 
retrieve an archeological treasure was one Indi- 
ana Jones! 

This isn’t to say that "Atlantis" is totally de- 
rivative. The interplay of “Atlantis! explorers 
is far more amusing than anything Crichton or 
Rodenberry ever came up with. For instance, 
there's a crusty communications expert named 
Mrs, Packard who has a very nonchalant attitude 
about everyone's impending death, which she 
feels is always just around the corner. 

There's also a geologist named Mole who 
anticipates each digging with the glee of a child 
building his first sandcastle, and an ammunitions 
expert, Vinny, who's embarrassed to reveal that 
he started his career selling flowers. 

Another colorful female is the mechanic, 
‘Audrey, who is tomboyish because her father 
raised her to be the son he never had. 

Моге than the special effects and the spec- 
tacular visuals, the non-formulaic characters 
emerged as my favorite ingredients from 
“Atlantis.” 

Complaint 

Also deserving of much praise is the art di- 
rection, which employed a nearly monochro- 
matic color scheme during the last two thirds of 
the movie. The underwater setting, which was 
enhanced by soothing blues and greens, makes 
"Atlantis" a very relaxing movie to watch. 

1 particularly enjoyed the scene where Milo 
and Princess Kida are swimming together at night 
in search of clues to solve the riddle of the de- 
mise of Atlantis. The scene is staged like a love 
scene, with moments of graceful, exquisite 
beauty sandwiched between moments of dread 
and danger 

My only outright complaint about the movie 
has to do with the prologue. The film would have 
been better without it because it shows how ad- 
vanced Atlantis and the Atlanteans were before 
they vanished, By showing what the city and her 

ANOTHER/ A23 


By PAUL DAZA 


IF YOU believe that the cartoon features pro- 
duced by the Walt Disney Co. has become as 
formulaic and predictable as an episode of 
“Sesame Street,” you're in for a surprise. The 
studio's newest animated 
showstopper, “Atlantis,” shows us 

that Disney is still at the top of its 

game in terms of technical inno- 

vation, visual design, and story 

content. 


1 discovery and exploration. 


LOST AND FOUND. “Atlantis” celebrates the joy of 
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Peso weakness to trim forex reserves 


By CLARISSA S. ВАТІМО usually affected every time the peso Bangko Sentral reportedly dragged А trader from a local bank said “There would be a substantial asked the International Monetary 
depreciates as the Bangko Sentral the GIR down to as low as $1ЗЫЙ- the Bangko Sentral sold about $30 inflow next week partly from the Fund to reduce the dollar reserves 
THEBANGKO Sentral ng Pilipinas needs to dip into such dollar funds lion, although this was strongly de- million yesterday through a US and government's foreign borrowings,” target this year to a range of $14 
has expressed concern that a pro- to defend the peso. nied by Buenaventura. The Bangko а European lender. the central bank governor said. ^ — billion to $15 billion or to a level 
longed peso weakness couldleadto Тће GIR stood at $14.44 billion Sentral was able to rebuild the Buenaventura said that among Тһе Department of Finance was the same as last year. ч 
a deterioration in the country's аз of end-May. country's reserves to a little over the Bangko Sentral's monetary tar- scheduled to sign with JP Morgan Comprised mostly of US dollars, 
gross international reserves. Some traders claimed that dur- $15 billion by the end of 2000. gets, only the gross reserves would Chase yesterday a $100-million bor- е GIR is the total foreign currency 
“OurGIR тїгїн Бе affectedif the ing the height of the peso's weak- Traders yesterday said the cen- be affected by the recent peso weak- rowing. holdings of the central bank. Gross 
peso would not recover fast. Itmight ness following the “Juetengate” tral bank had started selling dollars ness. Buenaventura also raised yester- — reserves also include gold and spe; 
be in the low end of $14 billion and scandal last year, the Bangko to the market since last Tuesday However, he was counting on day the possibility of an impending cial drawing rights, the currency 
ifthe peso continues о slide, itmight Sentral was selling an average $50 when the Bangko Sentral tooksome inflow from the governments for- intervention. “We may start provid- used by the IMF. 
even go (below that target)" Bangko million a day at the Philippine Deal- $40 million from its vaults and sold eign borrowings as well as proceeds ing liquidity, we are looking at it 
Sentral Governor Rafael Buena- ing System where foreign exchange і at the Philippine Dealing System of a bond float of а telecommuni- right now,” he said. 
Ventura said yesterday. trading is conducted. to correct a dollar shortage that was cations firm to beef up the reserves 
‘The country’s dollar reservesare Тһе aggressive move by the pushing the peso down. and, in tum, buoy the peso. 


‘The country still has an outstand- 
ing $2-billion loan with the IMF 
From an original GIR target of used during the Asian crisis to sup“ 
$16 billion, the central bank has роп its external accounts position. 
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Shares end down 


on weak peso 


STOCKS finished lower Wednes- 
day—their 10th straight session of 
decline—on foreign selling, trig- 
gered by the weak peso and linger- 

ing concerns over the country's political and 

economic outlook, traders said. 

The30-company Philippine Stock Exchange. 
Index ended down 6.08 points or 0.4 percent to 
1,385.99 after shedding 0.3 percent Tuesday. 

The index has given up 4.4 percent since 
June 21. 

Themarketfalledto sustain ts gains during the 
eariy рап of trading as foreign sellers took advan- 
tage ofthe mildriseto unioad their shares, said BPI 
Securities assistant vice president Spencor Yap. 

"The weak peso helped trigger the market 
selloff and put an end to the run-up,” said Yap. 

‘The dollar reached as high as P53.10 in 
morning trading after closing at 52.94 Tuesday, 
‘on strong corporate demand. 

‘Yap said ahost of negative factors areprevent- 
ing the market from staging a sustainable rally. 
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oil firms bucked 


ENERGY Secretary Vincent S. Perez said he 
wanted the Philippine National Construction 
Corp. to allow new oil players to set up retail 
stations inthe North and Luzon expressways so. 
that competition in the industry would grow. 

Perez said in a briefing early this week that 
more gas stations would drive down prices and 
show the benefits of dereguiation 

recent) price Increases are realy due 
to the rising cost of crude, not because of de- 
Tegulation," the secretary said. 5 

Perez echoed the views of his predecessor 
Јове isidro Camacho, saying deregulation was 
“sill a work in progress” and that its benefits 
were yettobe seen because there иеге їй very 
ew retail stations. 

He said one major reason was an existing 
memorandum of understanding between PNCC 
and he three big oil companies—Pilipinas Shell 
Petroleum Corp., Petron Corp. and Caltex Phil- 
Ippines inc.—giving them exclusive rights to 
БШ service stations in the North and South 
Luzon expressways. 
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BUSINESS = 
Gain with the wind 


For all you know, maybe Gloriaotta moant 
something else. P 
IN my own reflection, 1 remembered the words of a 
real live homemaker, who must take eure of а real 
live family with meager means, She said she really 
couldn't care about vision ax long ax Gloriasita doos 
something about corruption. 

Realy, to сепа bankers and exceutlvos that 1 
talked to, f Glorisetia ean reduce graft and corrup- 
tion just a ше bit, it will mean a lot for the country. 
Such an agenda can only be dono starting from the 
top, And so far, Glorietin is clean. 

Some government contractor will swear that, 
particulary in the provinces, less than 50 percent 
of the allocation for projects actually goes to them. 
What happens to the rest is up to the senator, con 
Brossman, mayor, government engineers, barangay 
chair, eic. 

Moreover, it's standard practice o give out so- 
called finder's fee. This is usually 10 percent. И nor- 
mally goes to anybody who is influential enough to 
have anything to do with the project. Like the 
‘mayor's wife, who someday will also be the mayor, 
NOW it's hard to say the same thing about the po- 
lice. In the police force, wives have as much rousing 
power as decaf coffes. The police is one sector for 
Which Glorisetta will become divinity to us down 
here, if only she can clean it up. 

Of course, 1 am not referring to that boo-boo of 
Interior and Local Government Secretary Jose Lina 
about a certain kidnapping being staged by some- 
body from the opposition. No, not at all. Lina is as 
respected in the police as dried mucus. 

Tam referring to guns. The Philippine National 
Police, I heard, is back to issuing permits for people. 
to carry guns. The permits are more special than the 
firearms licenses. They allow you to bring guns, зау, 
to the golf course. 

They are not without costs. And I mean, prohibi- 
tive “for the boys” costs. I heard that the going rate 
now stands at P8,000 per permit. With some 300,000 
permits issued every year, that's a fortune. I's about 
P24 billion. And ай of it "for the boys!” 


BREAKTIME 


Conrado R. 
Banal П 


tually solve whole blackboards of economic 
equation to find out the value of "Y." The solu- 
tion then goes to the actual life-threatening draw- 
ing of whole blackboards of charts and graphs, 
Dangerous jobt 
AND did I hear somebody say that the confer- 
опсо was "not an organized conspiracy" against 
ration, and that it was merely 
a "gathering." All right, sige na nga, it was just 
а chance encounter. Only, it was planned to be 
held at a five-star hotel, 

So spontancous was its outpouring of cri 
cism for this cute administration, the conference 
of “experts” actually did all that was humanly 
possible to get a lot of publicity. That kind of 
simple gathering! 

Look, before the conference even started, its 
findings were already leaked to media. The main 
report, based on the pre-conference publicity, Le. 
leak, would point out the "failure" of this cute 
administration to offer its own vision and agenda. 

Gloriaetta must react to such a strong state- 
ment. So what did she do? In a desperate attempt 
to save some of the gains from Edsa П, Gloriaetta. 
told her Cabinet to, er, well, “reflect” on the 
points that were leaked, este, raised, by the “ex- 
perts. 

Idon't know about you, but when I reflect 
on something, I actually do nothing about it. 
You know—I just think and think and think! 


SEC to approve 
sale of 28% stake in DBS 


Tn a statement, meanwhile, ASB said it had signed a 
memorandum of agreement with Allied Banking Corp. 
to sertie claims amounting to over P1.03 billion. 

Under the agreement, ASB Realty Corp. and ASB 
Development Corp. agreed to release all its rights, 
titles and interests in certain real properties mort- 
gaged in favor of Allied Bank. 

For its рап, the bank agreed that, upon comple- 
tion of the transfer of the mortgaged assets, it would 
cancel and discharge the first lien over real proper- 
ties, including several units in the group's condo- 
minium proj 

ASB owes some P3.9 billion to over 700 unse- 
cured individual creditors and over P5 billion to vari- 
ous banks, including Allied Bank, Metropolitan 
Bank and Trust Co., United Coconut Planters Bank, 
Equitable PCI Bank Inc., and Rizal Commercial 
Banking Corp. 


familiar with the matter. 

Tn a petition it filed on June 25, ASB asked the 
Securities and Exchange Commission if it could off- 
set the P734 million in proceeds from the sale of its 
Stake in DBS Bank Philippines against its P449-mil- 
Tion debt to DBS. 

'ASB also asked the commission if it could use 
200 million from the sale of is stake in DBS Bank 
Philippines as an "asset pool” that would allow it to 
resume construction of the BSA Twin Towers. 

DBS cannot acquire ASB's 28-percent stake in 
DBS Bank Philippines without the SEC's approval. 

Tn April, a three-member hearing panel of the 
SEC approved ASB's proposed plan to repay over 
PI2 billion in debts. 

Two creditor banks, however, asked the commis- 
sion en bane, its policy-making body, to overturn the 
hearing panel's decision. 


Itogon-Suyoc seeks exemption 
from PSE's price-discount rule 


governor Joseph Roxas warned, however, that 
Ttogon-Suyoc would violate the stock exchange's 
price-discount rule should it push through with a 
buy-in deal with Philweb at a par value of one 
centavo per share. It was under Roxas’ term as 
PSE listing chair that the regulation against price 
discounts was introduced. 

This rule bars, in cases where there is likely 
to be a significant demand of shares from ex- 
isting shareholders, the listing of shares sub- 
scribed from private placement, debt-to-equity 
conversion, share-for-share or share-for-prop- 
erty swap or similar transaction unless a rights 
ог public offering for shareholders is first un- 
dertaken. 

Specifically, it prevents a listed company from 
offering a discount beyond 10 percent of its average 
market price or Из book value, whichever is higher. 

Ttogon-Suyoc has offered Philweb a discount 
of 67 percent below its average 30-day market 
price of 3 centavos per share. 

Itogon-Suyoc's Montilla said his company 
would be unable to conduct a stock rights offering 
should it comply with the PSE's price-discount rule. 


ELECTED directors of Philex Mining Corp. were 
Henry Brimo, Gerard Brimo, Albert Aguirre, 
Vitaliano Nañagas П, Albert Awad, John Gokongwei 
Jr. Barbara Anne Migallos, Manuel Zamora Jr. and 
Horacio Templo. —. 
THE PHILIPPINE Stock Exchange has lifted the 
trading suspension on the shares of C&P Homes 
Ine. and gave the company until July 31 to comply 
with its reportorial requirements. 
PICOP Resources Inc. has announced the resigna- 
tion of Ramon Ang as director of the company. 
RIZAL Commercial Banking Corp. and Mapua 
Institute of Technology Inc. have signed the deed 
of sale for the sale and acquisition of the old RCBC 
head office for PI. billion. 
ELECTED directors of Kuok Philippine Properties 
Inc. were Chye Kuok Khoon Ho, Fernando Gaspar, 
Edward Kuok Khoon Loong, Thaddeus Beczak, 
Alfredo Ramos, Johany Cobankiat, Wilfred 
Uytengsu Sr. George Go and Antonio Cojuangco. 
ELECTED directors of Edsa Properties Holdings 
Inc. were Chye Kuok Khoon Ho, Alfredo Ramos, 
Fernando Gaspar, Edward Kuok Khoon Loong, 
Chew Fook Aun, Ho Shut Kan, Augusto Sunico, 
Maximo Licauco Ш, Cynthia del Castillo, Vicente. 
Formoso and Federico Noe! Jr 
EXPRESS Holdings Inc., a wholly owned subsid- 
ішу of JG Summit Holdings Inc., has acquired an 
‘additional 2 million shares of Robinsons Land 
Corp. at P2.02 each and 50,000 shares at P2 each. 
Compiled by Maricar D. Tolosa, PDI Research 


By Doris C. DUMLAO 


ITOGON-SUYOC Mines Inc. is seeking an 
exemption from the Philippine Stock 
Exchange's price-discount rule so it can close 
а deal with Philweb.com Inc, the technology 
holding firm of former Trade Minister 
Roberto Ongpin 

Under the PSE's rules, listed companies are 
prohibited from selling shares to а new inves- 
tor at a hefty price discount to prevent the un- 
fair dilution of equities held by other share- 
holders. 

In a July 3 letter to PSE president Ramon 
Garcia, itogon-Suyoc president Alberto Montilla 
sought clearance from the local bourse to accept a 
private placement from Philweb, which agreed 
Monday to subscribe to 12 billion unissued shares 
of Itogon-Suyoc’s authorized capital stock at a par 
value of one centavo each. 

‘The deal will bring ltogon-Suyoc's subscribed 
shares to 30 billion, giving Ongpin's group a 40- 
percent controlling stake. 

Eagle Equities Inc. president and former PSE 
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IF you followed the latest conference of "ex- 
poris," you'd think that this cute administration 
of Glorinetta is becoming too much of n spoiled 
brat, Imaging, the administration is squandering 
the gains of Edsa TI! Hmm. It's gain with the 
wind? 

‘Suro, we gained a lot from Edsa Il. We were 
blo to wipe out the national debt, We convinced 
big businesses to pay tho correct amount of taxes. 
Wo solved the contury-old problem of graft and 
corruption, We finally castrated all those dollar 
spoculutors! 

What was accomplished by Ева 1 was, like 
itor not, the military shoved out an incompetent 
crook, Look, he was caught! Such incompetence! 
To me, it was the only gain from Edsa Il In the. 
same manner, we gained nothing from Edsa Tres. 

When people refer to Edsa ЇЇ like it was the 
Second Coming, I sense they must have taken part 
in tone way or another. In effect, Gloriaetta owes 
them big-time. How dare this cute administration, 
ah, "squander" what they bequeathed Gloriacttal 
IT seems, through their much-publicized confer- 
ence, the “experts” only sought to tell this cute 
‘administration, in the most polite manner pos- 
sible, that itis goofing off. It has done nothing 
except clear the presidency of suspicion of be- 
ing corrupt. 

Frankly, it sounds too sanctimonious to me. 
Really, what is there to squander? Right after 
Edsa П, the country's credit rating abroad was 
even in danger of being downgraded. Moreover, 
"experts" still think they know better than ev- 
erybody else. 

‘Supposediy, all those "experts" in the con- 
ference came from all walks of life, namely, the 
cloistered world of the academe and the corpo- 
rate think-tanks. But, hey, don’t be fooled by 
their lifestyle, 

‘Through daring and determination, they ac- 


ASB asks 


By ELENA R. TORRIJOS 


THE ASB group of companies has asked the Securities 
and Exchange Commission to approve the sale of its 
28-percent stake in DBS Bank Philippines Inc. to the 
Development Bank of Singapore for P7342 million. 

"The equities tobe sold include those held by ASB 
owner Luke Roxas. 

‘The sale, if approved, is expected to pave the way 
for the Bank of the Philippine Islands, the country's 
second-largest lender, to absorb DBS Bank Philippines. 

BPI has said it will pursue a merger with DBS 
Bank Philippines as soon as the bank resolves own- 
ership issues involving ASB's and Roxas’ combined 
stake, 

‘Singapore's DBS owns 21 percent of ВРІ, and a. 
merger will allow the foreign bank to raise its stake 
in BPI to roughly 25 percent, according to a source 


NTC to set up 
telecenters, PCs 
in 278 towns 


BY ABIGAIL L. Ho 


ТО bridge the "digital divide," the National Tele- 
communications Commission is planning to set up. 
at least one telecenter and two computers with 
Internet access in 278 unserved and underserved 
towns this year. 

This is part of the government's “Alternative 
‘Communications Program” through the Department 
of Transportation and Communications. 

Funding for the project will come from the pri- 
vate sector through the privatization of govern- 
ment telecommunicuiions facilities and back- 
"Ás of now, there is no appraisal of the cost yet. 
‘This is still subject to bidding,” NTC chief Eliseo 
Rio said in an interview. 

The telecommunications office and the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines communica- 
tions backbone are some of the facilities that 
will be offered to interested private entities for 
bidding. 


Kanlaon development pushed 


thermal field. 

‘A recently approved law has named Mt. Kanlaon as 
оле of the country's 10 priority areas for conservation. 
The same law also identified 169 hectares ofthe area ава 
“buffer zone” forthe development of geothermal energy. 

Environmentalists claim geothermal exploration 
will further erode the country's already dwindling 
forest cover and have adverse effects on Mt. 
Kanlaon's biodiversity. 

‘The PNOC-EDC plans to set up well pods in Mt. 
Kanlaon to prepare for the harnessing of steam to 
fuel the 40-megawatt Northern Negros Geothermal 
Plant being developed in nearby Bago City. 


By RONNEL W. DOMINGO 


ENERGY Secretary Vincent Perez said yesterday he 
‘would try to convince environmentalist groups to al- 
low PNOC Energy Development Corp.'s exploration 
within the Mt. Kanlaon National Park in Negros. 

In a statement, Perez underscored the importance 
of hastening the development of the country's geo- 
thermal resources. “It is our contribution to reducing 
the world’s greenhouse gases to solve the problem 
of global warming,” he said. 

"Environmenialists, however, are blocking the 
government's plan to develop Mt. Kanlaon's geo- 


SSS sets new tack to solve woes 


кейе SSS chief said the pension fund was san 
looking into improving its 60-percent collection rate 
of contributions through tougher legal action against 
delinquent companies and members. 

He noted that many companies deducted 555 con- 
tributions from their employees, but were not actu- 
ally remitting the amount. 

Nañagas earlier said the SSS would raise this 
year the 8.4-percent contributions rate slapped on 
its members to address a mismatch between the 
money it was collecting and the benefits it was gi 
ing. 

Studies have shown that pension funds like the. 
SSS has been extending benefits that its members" 
contributions have been unable to sustain. 

The SSS" earlier plan, however, was abandoned 
following opposition from lawmakers and groups 
critical of the pension fund’s failed investments un- 
der the Estrada administration. 


PRESSED to raise more money to avoid going bank- 
тир! by 2015, the Social Security System said Tues- 
day it would try to improve collections from its mem- 
bers and work on less politically inflammatory fund- 
raising measures. 

In a news briefing, SSS Chair Vitaliano Nañagas 
П said the state pension fund was now considering 
raising the P12,000 monthly salary ceiling it was us- 
ing as a basis for the contributions and benefits of its 
19 million members 

‘The ceiling ensures that employers and employ- 
ces will not contribute more than 8.4 percent of 
P12,000, although the actual monthly salary of the 
SSS may exceed that amount. Of the 8.4-percent rate, 
‘employers pay the SSS 60 percent while employees 
put up the remaining 40 percent. 

Nafingas said based on actuarial estimates, in- 
creasing the salary ceiling to P15,000 would lengthen 
the life of the pension fund by five years. 
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BUSINESS 
Changes in rules for pre-need firms OKd 


also allow fully paid plan holders to 
тесочег 70 percent of their payments 
should they decide to terminate their 
plans before maturity. Under the exist- 
{ng system, plan holders who have paid 
more than 80 percent of their insurance 
cost, get only half of the amount in 
cases of pre-termination. 

Villaruz said the change in the pro- 
vision of termination or refund values 
Was designed to create an incentive for 
plan holders to fully pay their plans. 


By ELENA R. TORRIJOS 


‘THE SECURITIES and Exchange 
Commission approved Tuesday the 
proposed amendments to ће rules gov- 
erning the local pre-need industry. 

‘The amendments, proposed by the 
SEC non-traditional securities and in- 
strument department, will be subjected 
1o a public hearing to be held by the 
SEC on Aug. 3. 


mination values and the increase in 
trust fund contributions. 

Tn a position paper submitted to the 
SEC, the group warned that the pr 
posed changes would cause the со! 
lapse of the pre-need industry whic 
it said, was a major player in the capi 
tal market. 

“It also encroaches on the business 
model and competitiveness of the 
product. We are sure that it is not the 


Other amendments to the pre-need 
Tiles, as approved by the SEC, pro- 
vide for a new schedule of fines and 
Penalties on pre-need companies that 
fail to meet reportorial require- 
nents and disclose pieces of informa- 
tion about the companies in bro- 
chures, 
The Philippine Federation of Pre- 
ed Plan Companies Inc. vehemently 
‘opposed the proposed rules, especially 


percent from 44 percent the portion of 
the premium to be set aside for the pre- 
need companies" trust funds, said 
Francisco Villaruz, SEC director for 
non-traditional securities and instru- 
ment department. 

‘A trust fund is built up by pre-need 
companies to cover for actuarial re- 
serve liabilities or the projected 
amount of benefits it would have to 
pay in a given year. 

Villaruz said the new rules would 


шу that has flourished and grown for 
35 years under its supervision and 
care,” the federation said. 

Specifically, the federation said, the 
implementation of the proposed 
changes would affect the pricing 
model and distribution method of pre- 
need companies. 

“Industry-wide, this will cause an 
artificial impairment of capital and 
trust fund deficiency,” the federation 


Objective of the SEC to kill the indus- — added. 


of three 


those relating to the changes in the ter- 
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‘The proposed rules increased to 51 


Philcemcor pushing 
for higher cement duty 


ceive as test case for the one-year-old Safeguard 
Measures Act 

The DTI-Bureau of Import Standards will have 
to decide within the next three months whether to 
side with Philcemcor and impose higher tariffs or 
import quotas on cement to save the local industry 

‘Any decision willbe a difficult one to ma 
sidering the implications of the ruling not only on the 
cement market but also on other di 
that might seek government support to block imports. 

Philcemcor is pleading its case for punitive du- 
ties against Taiwan Cement under the Safeguard 
Measures Law, aimed at protecting domestic indus- 
tries from import surges. This law is more lenient 
than the Anti-Dumping Law because industries do 
not have to prove that the impart surge has actually 
‘caused them injury in terms of reduced sales. 

‘Also, both Philcemcor and Taiwan Cement have 
established solid cases for their causes not to mention 
that both parties are Funded by deep-pocketed finan- 
ciers. Philcemcor is backed by cement's Big 4— 
Holderbank of Switzerland, Cemex of Mexico, Lafarg 
Holdings of France, Blue Circle of the UK—while Tai- 
wan Cement is owned by billionaire Jeffrey Koo. 

Philcemcor has accused Taiwan Cement of dump- 
ing its excess capacity in the Philippines to kill the 
local industry citing massive losses, plant closures 
and layoffs in the last three years to prove its point. 
The group claimed that Taiwan Cement's main ob- 
jective in decimating the industry is to sell the addi- 
tional capacity from its new plant in Taiwan. 

Taiwan Cement, however, has justified its ship- 
ments by citing the benefits to consumers from 
heightened competition. This has effectively check 
local cement maker's flexibility in raising prices up. 
то 200 per bag. which Taiwan cement claimed is the 
target of the Big 4 in order to recover their huge in- 
vestments in acquiring more than 80 percent of local 
capacity. Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


MIDDLEMEN are earning as much as PAS per bag of. 
ported cement and sod locally and local cement com- 
panies want the govemment to get a bite of this bonanza 
through а provisional tariff increase to shield local pro- 
ducers from unfair competition and further injury. 

"Import surge does not benefit the consumer, only 
the exporters, importers and middlemen. Neighbor- 
ing countries dump their excess cement here at P92 
per bag as against P134 for local cement ex-plant, 
but these imports are sold to consumers only P2-P3 
below local cement prices," the Philippine Cement 
Manufacturers Corp. (Philcemcor) said. 

"The statement was made by Philcemcor as the De- 
partment of Trade and Industry gears up for today's 
Public hearing on the group's proposal to impose pu- 
"tive duties on cement imports from Taiwan 

"The tariff increase sought should not lead to higher 
prices because it should eat only into the “immoral 
margins” of importers and middlemen, including cer- 
tain members of the Philippine Constructors Associa- 
tion (PCA), said Pilcemcor, which is seeking the tar- 
iff cover under the Safeguard Measures Act. 

"A P2 discount per bag for consumers, when trad- 
ers make P45, is not a good price, at which to kill the 
industry. It is also not a good price to let thousands 
f Filipinos go jobless while protecting the jobs of 
foreign workers,” hilcemcor said. 

"The industry alo cited a Center for Research and 
‘Communications study indicating that cement accounts 
for only 5to 10 percent of construction cost, small com- 
pared to the 12 percent for a contractor's fes. Clearly, it 
Said, cement is not a major cost factor to consumers. 

Importers started with only a 1.5-percent market 
share in 1998. They now have 22 percent, which has 
been growing faster than ever. By the end of this 
year, Philcemcor expects imports to continue its jug- 
gemaut unless the sought safety net is deployed. 

1а the meantime, local businessmen are taking 
strong interest in the cement issue, which they per- 


DTI junks petrochem 
group's plea for support 
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By Си, C. CABACUNGAN JR. 


THE DEPARTMENT of Trade and Industry (DTI) 
has rejected a request by the Association of Petro- 
chemical Manufacturers of the Philippines to back 
up its petition to raise duties on resins that are not 
produced by local players. 

Trade Secretary Manuel "Mar" Roxas II said the 
tariff protection was only used to shield domestic 
industries and not to correct tariff distortions. Since 
the resins cited by APMP were not produced locally, 
it would not be proper to raise duties on these resins 
since no local industry would be protected and the 
government could get reprimanded by the World 
"Trade Organization members. 

APMP claimed that these resins, which are 
slapped a 3-percent duty, were being used as substi- 
tutes for polyethylene and polypropylene (which are 
slapped 15-percent duty), the main products of 
APMP members, 

APMP wanted the substitute resins to bave a simi- 
lar duty as the polymers they produce in order to 
snuff out competition from imports. APMP has cited 
the infant industry principle in justifying continued 
protection from imports 

‘The DTI said that instead of focusing on raising 
duties to repel import substitutes, the APMP should 
focus on the Bureau of Customs measures that have 
been instituted in the past to tighten the monitoring 
of imported resins in the country. 

‘While the Macapagal administration was cool to 
the industry's appeal for tariff increases on import 
substitutes, it was supporting the industry's bid to 
maintain duties on polymers until the local players 
have fully integrated their operations with the con- 
struction of a naphtha cracker plant. 

The DTI had earlier admitted that it would likely 
sacrifice other industries in order to convince Asean 
members to approve the Philippines’ appeal for a 
freeze on tariff cuts on petrochemical products. 


Francorp’s business meets 
BUSINESS owners, aspiring franchisees and entre- 
preneurs will now have the chance to learn and dis- 
cover opportunities about franchising from the 
country's professional gurus. 

Francorp Philippines, the country's leading fran- 
chise specialist, launched a series of "Franchise Your 
Business” seminars, designed to discover why fran- 
chising may be the best way 10 expand businesses 1 
Will include topics such as Ше latest franchise indus- 
try overview, learning the franchise advantage and 
the franchise development process. 

"The franchise seminars will be held every last Fri- 
day of the month from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. at 
Francorp's new office at Unit 2809 Jollibee Plaza, 
Emerald Avenue, Ortigas Center, Pasig City. The 
first was held on June 29. 

SSS’ depository bank 

THE MONETARY Board has approved the appoint- 
ment of Equitable PCI Bank as Social Security 
System's depository bank. SSS, a financial giant with 
resources of P181.7 billion and 23 million members, 
requires extensive banking services 

3555 chair and president Vitaliano М. Nanagas Ш 
said" We have chosen a financial institution that has 
both the strong resources and the capability to ser- 
vice our various requirements.” 

Equitable PCI Bank president Deogracias N. 
Vistan welcomed this development as а strong testi- 
monial of the bank's quality service and reliability, 
and its strong relationship with SSS, SSS is a major 
shareholder of the bank owning a 22-percent stake, 
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AUV MANIA Blurring the line 


between AUV, SUV 


nclosinga sale, But a new buying pater 
îs emerging. 

Filipino AUV buyers want looks to 
mplement price and performance, 
"r-porma типа," since the АШУ is 

эсеп as the middle-class version of the 
SUV, lt must ape the SUV м least 
externally. 

Take the Toyota Revo, for instance, 
Starting off as the ubiquitous, shuttle- 
service friendly Tamaraw, it has 
successfully shed off йз Болу and 
uiiltarian image. No more is it heir 
apparent to the jeepney, 

‘Sharing its lines and curves with the 
sportier Prado, the Revo kept Toyota in 
fighting form against the Adv 2nture and 
Highlander. The newest Revos sport 
fancier grilles (Sport Runner, for 
instance) and faer, larger tres, There 
are several variant, including the first 
automatic transmission mated to gurgly 
1.8-liter gasoline engine. 

A virtually unbreakable diesel engine 
matched with a highly refined sus- 
pension and an easy-to-like price tag 
endeared the Highlander to many. 

Its replacement, the Crosswind, 
deviates from the Highlander's ight angles 
and squared-off design convention. 
‘Visually, the Crosswind is sanded down 
and curvy, borrowing some elements (the 
grille and front bumper) from the Isuzu 
Rodeo. But it shares its figure and essential 
Tines with the sleek Axiom, an SUV Isuzu 
was rumored to have planned to bring in, 
but wasn't able to. 

Mitsubishi's new Adventure further 
blurs the styling distinctions between 
SUVs and AUVs. External changes in 
the new Adventure include a bolder 
chrome grille and better-looking five- 
spoke rims plus improved interior with 
fold-and- tumble rear seats. 

But what really grabs you about the 
new Adventure are the high-mount 
taillights. This "rear combination lamp 
cluster" з a feature not found even in its 
‘current local SUV lineup. Though the 
basic shape remains, the embellishments 
set it apart visually from the other two 
utility vehicles, Closer, too close in fact, 
1o both the highly favored Pajero and 
the much loved CR-V, 

Positioning these vehicles, even 
implicitly as SUVs will surely charm 
the market, 

What happens to the bottom line isa 
different story. While SUV makers pay 
slash margins for 2.0-lter engines and 
fancy engineering, AUV manufacturer 
сап still claim preferential exciso tax, 
translating to better profit margins, 

Inthe next two years, when the АШУ 
makers are scheduled for а full model 
revamp of their existing lineup, expect 
the distinctions disappear in a cloudy 
haze, Alrendy, rumors are circulating 
about a 4-wheel drive AUV, motivated 
by a pickup derived engine-and: 
drivetrain platform, They may have to 
redefine the acronym о All-Whee! Drive 
Utility Vehicle 


Nissan Verita: Mod-hip 


wey 


And this is not to say the Verita is a 
sluggard. In the tradition of bantam-car. 
motoring, the Verita is also capable of 
providing spirited joyrides. Just don't 
expect to run away with a drag race or 
slalom trophy with it. 

The engine is complemented by a 
two-stage catalytic converter located in 
the exhaust manifold and the muffler. 

Inside, the Verita is even more redolent 
of the "605 spirit: woodgrain touches all 
over; leather seats and door trim; Mini- 
inspired three-metal-spoke steering wheel. 
and instrument cluster; chrome-plated 
aircon vents and controls; and, believe it 
‘or not, а classic-styled clock on the center 
dashboard. The interior's only con- 
cessions to the modern era are the aut 
matic transmission and the Panasonic 
audio system with a 12-disc CD changer 
tucked beneath the passenger seat, 

‘There is just a couple of requests 
we'd like to ask future Verita owners. 
Do not tint the windows and do not 
stick boy-band music into the CD. 
changer. These would be utter desecra- 
tion of the саг. If you haven't already 
done so, discover Burt Bacharach or 
‘The Who—but please no N'Stink, 

"The Verita comes in dark green and 
dark red colors—both dust magnets, 
especially during the rainy season. 

"The Verita sells for P685,000. That's 
26,000 more than the automatic Echo, 
‘but a reasonable price to pay to relive 
long lost times. And that’s almost a 
million bucks cheaper than what 
Volkswagen will ask from you to summon 
back your Beetle-riding days. 


BY RAYMOND B. TRIBDINO 


ONLY the letters “u” and “v” in the 
acronyms AUV and SUV are common, 
Mechanically, these vehicle types are us 
different as black and white. While the 
Asean utility vehicles use rehashed 
‘engineering to keep the costs down, 
sport utility vehicles use the latest 
improvements in drivetrain and engine 
technology to enhance on- und off-road. 
performance. 

AUVs (also referred to as all-purpose 
utility vehicles) are built primarily to 
provide affordable transportation 
exclusively for the Southeast Asian 
market. Aimed at the middle-class, it 
was made to replace the station wagon. 

шр, in clannish markets like 
Indonesia, Thailand and the Philippines. 

The SUV on the other hand is 
designed for dual-surface duty. Beginning 
as a sportier modification of the 
venerable 4x4, it developed into а 
separate niche, beginning with the funky 
Toyota RAV-4 introduced five years 
ago. The SUV concept revolves around 
а “look cool,” “be different” and “get 
you there" premise. 

In short, the SUV is aspirational 
The AUV is practical. 

AUV manufacturers are taki 
advantage of this thinking. АШУ styling 
has evolved from a bolt-together-old 
parts affair to a serious science of 
imitation. Makers like Isuzu even claim 
their vehicles are more like SUV than 
AUV. 

Pseudo-SUVs are utility vehicles 
made to look like their more glamorous 
kin. And with each model change, the 
distinction, style wise at least, between 
AUV and SUV, is hazier 

Confidential, commissioned market 
studies reveal the typical Filipino AUV 
buyer sees engineering parity in the 
available AUV lineup. "Engine dis- 
placement and available transmission 
iypes are not customer issues," one 
study discovered. "A significant 
(percentage of) buyers do not include 
technical details їп their purchase 
decision," another study revealed. “Little 
knowledge about important technical 
details," is another observation about 
the market. 

For AUVs, looks sell more than 
technology. Utility will always be there. 

Therefore technology does little to 
sell an AUV. Isuzu's direct-injection 
diesel engine was the most advanced 
diesel burner when it was introduced 
roughly three years ago. This excellently 
produced gobs of torque even at low 
engine speeds. It also emitted fewer 
pollutants than other diesels. Plus t had 
the Isuzu badge of indestructibilty. Yet 
it failed to sway the market into buying 
factory londs of Highlanders, 

Naturally, price, value-for-money 
(perceived as the number of features 
included in the suggested retail price) 
and brand loyalty play important roles 


NISSAN Verita 


either side). The chrome strip that runs 
across the middle of the hood was derived 
straight from the Mini Cooper. 

Now let's forget about the Mini 
references for a while. A comparison 
with the Verita’s main rival on the market. 
today—the Toyota Echo—is in order. 
‘The Verita is nearly the same size as the 
Echo. The Verita, however, is about 12 
centimeters longer by virtue of lengthier 
front and rear overhangs. The Echo, on 
the other hand, is 8 centimeters wider 
and 7 centimeters taller. 

You must be thinking that riding in 
the Verita calis for some belt-tightening. 
and back-slouching. We thought that, 
too, ший a friend who stands 6 feet and 
weighs 260 pounds, effortlessly 
squeezed himself right into the passenger 
seat—and never complained about any 
lack in roominess throughout a half- 
hour drive. Also, cargo space at the back 
is surprisingly accommodating 

The Verita, like the Echo, is powered 
by a 1.3-liter 16-valve DOHC EFI in- 
line-4 engine. The variable valve timing 
of the Echo's engine, however, does 
wonders in helping the Toyota top the 
Nissan in both horsepower (85 hp versus 
7S hp) and torque (12.4 kg-m versus 105 
kg-m) departments. And the Verita only 
‘comes with a 4-speed automatic shifter. 

‘The power difference is even more 
evident on the road, where the Echo is 
always willing to sprint while the Verita 
is more at home with unhurried cruises. 
No big deal, really. The Echo should in 
fact be the sprinter. It is, in the first 
place, the one that wears sporty styling. 


Buyers choose among Revo, 
Crosswind and 2002 Adventure 


ADVENTURE 


automatic transmission turbo. Its bonus includes а 
touch of aerodynamic lines. If one wants the efficiency. 
оГ gasoline and after-sales ‘pampering, try the Revo. 
If the appearance is your priority, then the SUV 
wannabe 2002 Adventure is or you." 

What they зау 

Vehicle enthusiast Raul Ylanan added his insights. 
He said the most positive development of the increased 
competition in the AUV segment is that each new 
model is better engineered, better designed and, 
hopefully, safer to drive and more fuel-efficient. 

‘Of the top three AUVs, Ylanan personally prefers 
the styling ofthe Isuzu Crosswind. 

"The Isuzu's diesel engines are probably the most. 
reliable and include many advanced features,” he said. 

The Adventure, for Ylanan, has been the least 
esthetically pleasing of the three. The 2002 model, he 
said, may be an improvement, though he has yet to see 
one up close. 

‘Alex Ginhawa, a businessman in Naga City and 
married with five kids, travels over three hours every 
day through the Naga-Sorsogon-Legazpi areas. He 
owns а two-year-old Highlander SL diesel, an 18- 
‘month-old Mitsubishi Adventure Sports, а one-week- 
old Revo, an Strada pickup and an Isuzu Trooper. 
‘Among the three, һе picked the Revo GL diesel as the 
best. He sold his RAV 4 recently to buy his Revo, 

“I find it (Revo) spacious and more fuel-efficient. 
Although the Adventure is powerful with its 2.5-liter 
engine plus its smaller body. I like the spaciousness 
and rear passenger seating (comfort) of the Revo better. 
‘The Highlander, after a while, becomes noisy,” said 
Ginhawa. 

An automotive technology writer said his personal 
favorite was the Mitsubishi Adventure Sport 2.0 
‘Automatic, He said that the Adventure's Pajero- 
looking unit is a benchmark. 

"lt may not be the most technologically savvy of 
the AUVs, bu it is a looker and performs good enough. 
Those who have owned or driven automatics from the 
"80s will not find the feel of ihe Adventure SS alien. It 
has а characteristic slowness and the engine is not 
perky." he explained, 

He also said that of the diesels, he liked the Isuzu 
Xtreme. И may be rough and tough and quite noisy. 
bot he said it feels "on the spot" and easy to drive and 
cheapest to maintain. 

So, which dashing АШУ would you bet your money 
оа? There may be no losers in this gamble, folks, 


Manila. An additional three are under constructs 
Pangasinan, Commonwealth in Quezon City 
and in Pasig. The Crosswind has four 
variants, and available engine 
displacements are 2.5 and a 2.5 
turbo. The entry level Isuzu 
Crosswind is XL manual at 
P635,000. Its top-of-the-line 
is an ХТО A/T at P778,000. 
Despite the subtle print 
and TV launch, consumers 
couldn't help Ыш react to 
the "SUV look” ofthe 2002 
Mitsubishi Adventure. 
Observers say its elegant outer 
designs, if refined a bit further, 
could even outdo the CR-V's 
looks—for a few hundreds of 
thousands of pesos less. Others say the souped-up 
Adventure looks like an oversized Toyota Verso, while 
others insist it looks like a Pajero. Is this a compliment 
or what? We're only talking of an AUV here. 
‘Another thing going for Mitsubishi isthe promise 
of after-sales service. Mitsubishi has the most number. 
of dealershipsservice centers nationwide—39 of them. 


CROSSWIND 


The lowest priced Adventure is pegged at P600,000, 
which is the GL diesel manual 2.5L. Its priciest is the. 
Adventure Sport gas with automatic transmission at 
P785,000. From January to May, Mitsubishi sold 
3,050 units and it claimed to bag 34.9 percent of the 
total AUV market. 

Meanwhile, the Revo of the so-called AUV pioneer 
‘Toyota (remember Tamaraw FX?) has the most AUV 
variants at 12. This would cover all class segments, 

encompass the two fuel categories and 

transmissions, and offer existing engine 
displacements—from 1.-liter gasoline to 2- 
liter gasoline and 2.4-liter diesel, Name 

it, Toyota has it. Toyota has 23 

dealerships/service centers 
е, 13 in Metro 
Manila, Its entry level AUV is 
priced at P578,000 and the top- 
of-the-line costs P818,000. 
From January to May, the 
Toyota Revo sold 3,912 units. 
We've asked around for advice. 
оп which АШУ would stand out 
among the rest. Here's one from 
an automotive technologist who 
refused to be named: "If the buyer 
wants the strength of diesel, try the 


REVO isuzu Crosswind 2.5-liter diesel 


їп putting up the Philippine Open 


TEXT AND PHOTOS 
BY VERNON B. SARNE 


year In and year out. The Open is a 
national patrimony, a treasure in the 


nation's cache of sporting events. 


EXCUSE us for the many mod 
references in this test-drive review, but 
this piece of automotive nostalgia is 
asking for it. The Nissan Verita, an inch- 
for-inch tribute to the classic BMC 
Mini, will not fail to transport you to 
the time when London was swinging 
and moptops were hip. In this 
retrostyled hatchback, every street will 
look like Penny Lane. No kidding. 

It is a great time to be driving the 
Verita, because over in the UK, the Brits 
are celebrating the much-hyped arrival 
of the new Mini this month, featuring a 
modern rendition of its ancestor's 
styling cues. The Verita, however, is a 
pleasing throwback to the original which 
first made motoring cool in 1959. If 
you're a purist, you will probably sneer 

Nissan for plagiarizing Alec Issigonis" 
lines, bulges and fenders. But if you're 
like Us—mere mortals who appreciate 
nice car styling when we see one—you 
will leisurely cruise to wherever while 
onlookers peer through the clear 
windows to let the Veritas driver know 
about their good-natured envy. 

Why copy the legendary Mini? Why 
not? The Mini, in case you didn't hear, 
was named Car of the Century last year 
by discerning automotive scribes and 
experts. t's like taking everything that's 
good about the history of the automobile 
and trusting the Mini to ably represent 
them. Indeed, there's a lot to be said 
about driving a car with a styling 
actually launched а culture. We de 
see anything wrong in Nissan paying 
homage. 

The Verita is actually based on the 
March/Micra platform. Responsible for 
the classic styling is Yulon Motor Co. of 
Taiwan. The car is being sold only in 
Taiwan and the Philippines. Not even 
the Japanese have them, so consider 
yourself one lucky bloke. The Taiwanese. 
‘also drive on the lefi-hand side, allowing 
Nissan Motor Phils. to import the Verita 
completely built-up. 

As mentioned, the Verita flaunts 
downright Mini ‘styling. The chief 
difference is that it has five doors to the. 
Mini's three. Subtie changes were also 
made on the grille (almost just an inverted 
edition of the original's); hood (fat sans. 
the headlight flares); and taillights (in 
this case two separate small ones on 


Му congratulations, too, to Secretary 
Mar Roxas of the Department of Trade 
and Industry for disallowing the 
importation of semiknocked down 
(SKD) vehicles at preferential tariffs. 
"The move is a major relief to local 
assemblers and manufacturers, who have 
been doing their best to develop the 
Philippine automotive industry. 
‘Usually, SKD units are brought to 
the country without tires and batteries. 
They have the benefit of the same 
preferential tariff of around 3 percent to 
10 percent of completely knocked-down 


CKDs are slapped preferential tariffs 
since they are assembled locally, thus 
providing more work for the un- 
employed and added business for local 


Among the vehicle companies that 
praised Roxas’ policy was Isuzu Philip- 


“We are extremely grateful that the 
BOI, under the leadership of 1 
‘Secretary Manuel Roxas П, has decided 
to put more focus on the promotion of 
Asian Utility Vehicle (AUV) as the 
‘country’s premier export material,” said 
Isuzu. "The disapproval of SKD import- 
ation will certainly be a step closer for 

achieving the goal for 
its Motor Vehicle Development Pro- 


The MVDP, in existence since 1972, 
is aimed at increasing exports of 
automotive parts and components. И 
a surefire formula to generate employment. 
while encouraging participation of the 
country’s small and medium enterprises 


It’s been two weeks since they 
started repairing the three holes at 
East Avenue and one hole at Elliptical 


They seem to work at a snail's 
pace. But at least, they're doing 
Something. Good enough. 


QUOTE ME. Buy a newspaper in 
the moming. Handy as a car floormat 
when you enter your car dripping wet 
from the rains. Protects your rug from 


‘See you again next year, Mel. 


houror (CKD) units. 


hat the 


parts suppliers. 


pines Corp. 


the government 


= 


о spur more operations. 


Road in Quezon City. 


mud, too. 


Mendoza 


Already, Abenina has arrested and 
filed charges against several LTO 
“undesirables,” eliminated fake driver's 
licenses provided by corrupt LTO 
personnel and zeroed in on provincial 
colorum buses which usually are 
involved in accidents due to their road 
unworthiness. 

But the one thing 1 like most about 
‘Abenina is his strict adherence to the 
new LTO policy of processing licenses. 
and vehicle registrations in o 

This is a "pogi point" 
public appreciates very much. 

"Now, as to the charge that Abenina 
has issued threats of withdrawing RAM 
‘and its allied organizations from the 
peace accord with the government should 
he be dismissed from the LTO, 1 find 
that absurd. At most, that is the handi- 
work of people who are either envious 
of Abenina’s management style and 
covet his position or belong to a group 
ош to destabilize the Macapagal ad- 
ministration. 

Abenina is obviously brimming with 
success that those being trampled upon 
along the way (mostly the corrupt ones 
ог the incorrigibles) are desperately 
looking for ways to unseat him so that 
they can resume their evil ways. 

Му advice to Abenina: Don't mind 
them. Your performance is your best 


Nobody won the Mitsubishi Lancer 
staked as a hole-in-one prize during 
the Philippine Open last week at Wack 
Wack won by Cassius Casas. There 
were 161 of them, 77 were foreigners. 
from 17 countries, who tried. 

But be that as it may, may I again 
congratulate Mitsubishi Motors 
Philippines for having graciously 
sponsored the Lancer, not to mention 
the almost P1 million the company 
donated as prizes in the fabled event. 

‘To Terry Shibata, Mel Dizon, Froy 
Dytlanquin, Thelma Lozano and 
Ding Benitez, a glass to your untiring 
efforts in making Mitsubishi a 
perennial partner of the National 


BY TESSA R. SALAZAR 


'ANTED: the best AUV in town, 
People are talking about the 

phenomenal rise of Asian utility 
vehicles (AUVs) in the Philippines. 
Much of the popularity can be attributed 
to their prices, which are ranged within 
the sedans (P600,000 and up) but can 
seat more people, carry more cargo and 
ultimately save more on fuel and 
maintenance. It doesn’t take an auto- 
motive expert to realize these advanta- 
ges. 

So, which are the most visible AUV manufacturers 
fighting over at the moment? It may be that buyers" 
choices may ultimately come down to performance 
and styling. 

Phenomenal rise 

‘The rise of the AUV certainly has not ended 
Despite automotive technologists” critique of the 
primitive and simplistic AUV suspension setup—the 
Tear leaf spring technology dates back ما‎ the 1900— 
these mechanical "beasts of burden” are selling like 
hotcakes. Consider, in the commercial vehicle segment, 
the AUV share has risen toa phenomenal 50 percent. 
"The total industry sales performance sees AUVs eating 
30 percent of the pie. AUVs aren't just dwelling on 
the C market anymore, but have jumped fences and are 
treading on the A and B segments as wel 

"The AUV is evolving into a beautiful animal, And 
the crowd loves i. 

Big3 


The AUV industry credits its "big three" 
manufacturers for such popularity: Isuzu, Mitsubishi 
and Toyota. Isuzu hasn't just rested on its laurel of 
being the king of diesel engines. It has even produced 
the esthetically pleasing Crosswind, an automatic 
transmission workhorse with turbo diesel engine. An 
automotive technology expert recommends this for 
buyers who prefer diesel AUVs. The youngest of the 
three, six-year-old Isuzu Motor Philippines has 17 
dealerships/service centers, five of which are in Metro 


Kudosto Abenina, Mitsubishi and Mar Roxas 


Golf Association of the Philippines 


1 DIDN'T know that fake insurance 
firms incur midst are raking in millions 
at the expense of our government. 1 
came to know about this through Ed- 
gardo, Abenina, the new chief of the 
Land ‘Transportation Office. 

According to Abenina, who, I heard, 
has been doing his job іп a no-nonsense 
‘manner, the government is losing more 
than PI billion in taxes every year due 
to the existence of fly-by-night insurance 
firms victimizing innocent motorists 

Their modus operandi is simple: 
They issue you fake insurance papers 
once you register your car. Under the 
Jaw, private and public vehicle owners 
must seek a third-party liability insu- 
тапсе before they can register their 
vehicles or renew the registration oftheir 
vehicles. A third-party liability entities 
victims of vehicular accidents automatic 
money compensation for hospitaliza- 
tion, or even death 
Enloress of theso fake insurance 

mw are crawling at he vicinity of eve 
LTO office; they succeed in their ict 
operations because of their connections 
with LTO personnel. 

То rob government of revenues, 
the insurance firm sells its coverages 
10 times or more using only one 
policy. 

Abenina has remedied the situa- 
tion by accepting only insurance firms 

ith good standing. He said every 
policy sale will have to be reported 
directly to him or to his duly autho- 
rized men. 

The positive step taken by Abenina 
to ensure the implementation of the 
Program was to sign a memorandum 
of agreement with Pedro Benedicto, 
president of the Insurance Surety 
Association of the Philippines. 

“Those who are not affiliated with 
us are those who have problems,” 
said Benedicto. “If they are not Isap 
members, there must be something 
fishy about thelr operations.” 

Abenina suid the new pact would 
assure the government of more re- 
venues while И would likewise protect. 
policyholders of full and correct 
coverage in case of accidents. 

Abenina has done many other 
positive things during his only three 
months or so tenure at the LTO. The 
allegations of arrogance about his style of 
leadership are to me without basis. The 
points, ishe delivering? ls he performing? 


less 


defense. 
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MOTORIN 
Safety atintersections 


well as for pedestrians, cyclists, 
motorcycles hidden by blind 
spots, emergency vehicles and 
funeral processions: not blocking 
an intersection by entering it when 
iraffic is backed up on the other 
side; slowing down in bad weather. 
зо you'll have more time to stop. 
if necessary, especially on а sli 
pery pavement: and. while wai 
ing to turn, keeping your wheels 
straight to avoid being pushed into another lane in case 
you are rear-ended, 


TODAY'S BUMPER STICKER: Your village 
called. The idiot is missing. 


E-mail comments to aida sevilla pacific net.ph. 


WINDSHIELD 


REPAIR “> 


NOT REPLACEMENT 
CLEANS CAR AIRCON W/O DISASSEMBLY (US) 
| م‎ RACKS MORE THAN 24° LONG) GUARANTEED! 
RESTORES VISIBILITY 75-90% STRENGTH 100% 
[S REPAIRS WINDSHIELD SCRATCH: LIARS & DEFOCCER 
‘CALL NOW BEFORE ITS TOO LATET 
MANILA MIDWEST #49 Kaayaan Ave. QC or 820 Era, Matat hy 
17 Peres Ае. Рета 5 Bacoor учин of ЭМ song me d] 
Q.C. 435-6391/926-6829 МК. 472-85251651-0062. 
Bacoor 417-5332 Or See Any Yellow Pages under Giass 
EBU- B5176" DAVAO 11.5919" I-10 3923702 CDO 066 
ISABELA 624.2583 "BAGUIO 447.2724" BACOLOD 435.1889 


HOW often have you seen a car 
running a red light at an inter- 
section? If you drive in Metro 
Manila, you see motorists 
disregarding a red light every day, 
with jeepney drivers as the 
leading culprits. 

Rei-light running and other 
traffic signal violations, such as 
ignoring yield and stop signs, ap- 
pearto be the most frequent cause 
"of traffic crashes in urban areas. In the United States, 
the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IHS) says 
ted-light running accounts for more than 200,000 inju- 
Ties and more than 800 deaths per year. The National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) re- 
poris that about 23 percent of all fatal crashes in America 
‘occurred at or near intersections in 1999. 

‘According ما‎ the web page of State Farm Insurance, 
America's biggest auto insurer, the rear-end collision 
‘seems to be the most common type of crash at intersections 
since vehicles are often required to stop at intersections. 
А key factorin rear-end collisions is tailgating, or following 
too closely. Side-impact or angle collisions also occur 
frequently at intersections, such as when a driver attempts 
a left tum in the face of oncoming traffic, or tries to make 
a right tum on a red light when the way isn't clear, ог 
‘speeds up to "beat" a red light and hits another car whose- 
driver anticipated a green light. 

Driver inattentiveness has caused an increasing 
number of intersection accidents, such as when a driver 
doesn't pay enough attention to traffic because he/she 
is talking on a cell phone, eating or smoking while 
driving, or tuning a radio or changing a CD or cassette 
tape. Occasionally, the driver blames the crash on 
brakes that failed, skidding on the wet pavement or 
being blinded by the sun. 

‘Sometimes, ће intersection itself could be to blame. 
Faulty signal timing, line-of-sight problems, the absence 
orlackoflf-tum lanes, a slippery pavement or inadequate 


Sevilla- 
Mendoza 


lighüng at night may be contributing to crashes and 
improvements have to be made ما‎ render the intersection. 
less hazardous and more driver-friendly. The upgrading 
ef six intersections in Vancouver, Canada, for example, 
educed rear-end collisions by up to 40 percent. 
Naturally, auto insurance companies have a stake in 
safety at intersections since less traffic accidents mean 
less claims they have to pay. State Farm took the 
initiative in this regard by launching a project in June 
1999 to make intersections in North America safer and 
thus reduce the number of crashes, deaths and injuries 
occurring there. The firm began by announcing the 10 
‘most dangerous intersections in the US, based on its 
1998 claim data and the percentage of vehicles insured 
їп areas in which these intersections are located. State 
Farm offered up to $100,000 for improvements at each 
‘of these 10 intersections and pledged up to $20,000 for 
professional engineering studies of each intersection 
that made a “most dangerous" list in an individual state 
‘or province. By June 2001, studies were ongoing or had 
been completed at about 100 of the 172 intersections on 
State Farm's 1999 state and provincial lists. The 
‘company has also released new lists of most dangerous 
intersections based on its 1999 and 2000 claim data. 
Unfortunately, a project like this is not feasible at 
this time in the Philippines, given its high cost (State 
Farm is providing more than $5 million for intersection 
studies and upgrading this year), the lack of data on 
intersection mishaps and the fact that many—if not 
most—motor vehicles in this country are not 
adequately covered by comprehensive insurance. This 
is because the law requires only TPL (third party 
liability) insurance fora motor vehicle to be registered. 
But drivers can do 
their part to help reduce 
intersection crashes by 
mot running a red light or 
speeding through inter- 
sections; not tailgating 
‘other vehicles; signaling 
iurns and lane changes 
(never change lanes in an 
intersection and make 
Sure you are in the correct 
Jane well before you must 
turn); not trying to "beat" 
signal changes, watching. 
out for drivers trying to 
beat the signal change as 


TMA 
lauds 
Roxas 


THE TRUCK Manufac- 
rers. Association, 
x ite president 
Frank M. Nacua, publicly 
expressed is rop ap. 
precision ю Tree эм 
Tndustry Secretary Mar 
Roxas for having ри imo 
focus the Asian шу 
vehicles (AUV) and iden- 
tified this type of vehicle 
РЕА 

"Ihe TMA, which was 
founded in 1979, is m 
алгаа of 12 major 
commercial vehicle as- 
Semblers and manufac 
tures all registered with 
the Битен of Tavast- 
ments” Motor Vehicle 
Development Program. 
"Toyota, Mitsubish! and 
isuzu.” the top three 
producers of AUVs in the 
атамнае 
of this association. Other 
ТМА members who are 
ا‎ erido 
the burgeoning AUV 
market bat yot i smaller 
Volumes are Francisco 
Motors, Suzuki and Ni 
asan. The TMA also 
боша from among iis 
memberships such 
known, brands as Hino 
Fond, Kia, Nissan Diesel 
Mercedes-Benz, МАМ, 
Daewooand SSyangyong 

Narna, who lta fs 
third term as president 
lauded Roxas on the 
promotion of AUVs not 
Saly foris strong domes- 
tie performance But as the 
Kindo vehicle envisioned 
to have a much greater | ص‎ [үз mere 
Pinta rant ы | موس سس ساسا‎ ЙМ 
biker underdeveloped aaa 
countries. whose per 
capita соле and rond 
terrains are somewhat 
Similar to the Philippines 


DO HOME SERVICE 8 


Сеча 


> Power and luxury are within your reach with the 0% Interest 
plan, with 503 downpayment and 12 months installment 

interest, exclusively for the Mercedes-Benz E 240 2.6 L. 
only from June 7 to August 6, 2001 
Corp., all branches and authorized dealers. 


nancing 
absolutely по 
imited offer 
‘at Commercial Motors 
Subject to Bank Approval 


Net Monthly at 0% Interest 


bak (12 Months) 


SRP Amount of D/P 


Mercedes-Benz 
The future of the automobile 


Pa20000000 | sc. P 1,600,000.00 P 13333400 
ВРІ Family Bank * China Bank + Metro Bank 


Commercial Motors Corp. Mercedes Ave., San Miguel, Pasig City Tel 64-9066; 641-9067; 631-2286; 641-2200 Fax 641-7367: 641-2287 
= BRANCHES » Baloy, Cagayan de Oro City Tel (08822) 732509 * MC Briones Highway, Bo. Maguikay, Mandaue City Tel (032) 345-1250 
Fax(032) 346-2772 + Km И, Sasa, Davao City Tel (002) 235-2495 Fax (012) 2352394.» McArthur Highway, Calasiao, Pangasinan Tel (075) 

17-53-17 Telefax (075) 522-0783 + DEALERS * CATS Motors EDSA, Greenhills Tel 723-2008 to 12 Fax 726-7741 * CATS 

Alabang-Zapote Rd, Las Pilas Tel 6723768; Fax No.: 8725186 + EUROPIIIL Motors Corp. 5506 South Superhighway cr. 
Finlandia SL, Makati City Tel 844-3438; 844-6794 + COMMERCIAL Auto Sales Service Corp. 2256 Pasong Tamo cor. EDSA, Makati City Tel 
8304396; 840-4397 Fax 812-3622 « TRANSCOR Motors, Inc. Araneta SL, Singeang, Bacolod City Tel (034) 433-0331; (034) 435-0221 023 
Fax (034) 433-0330 + TRANSCOR Motors, Inc. Sen. Benigno Aquino Ave. (Diversion Rl), ойо City Tel (033) 320-0953; (033) 320-0567 Fax 
(033) 320 0536 + AUTOLAND Sales 1616 Quezon Ave, Quezon City Tel 922-6925; 928-2532 Telefax 922-3108 « AUTOLAND Sales (Dau) 
Pampanga Tel (045) 3323342; (045) 3323343. Telefax (045) 3323341 


TLA 


Own the Grand Vitara 2.0L at 0% interest 42% DP/18 mos package! 


* 0% interest and as low as 41% DP/12mos for the Grand Vitara 2.5L 
0% interest and as low as 3396 DP/18mos for the Vitara 1.6L 

* Low down payment for 12-72 mos term package also available 

* Big savings for cash buyers 


+ FREE fog lamps, windo, 
the Grand Vitara models 


* PROMO PERIOD: July 3 - 31, 2001 
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В ТЕТ = PHILIPPINEDAILY INQUIRER 


Ciassinto ADVERTISING Division NAT I RATES 


P230 per column centimeter Р65 per line 


a esse IAN poes диле): 
DEADLINES 
ssi for reservations / cancellations / corrections 


Mondays to Saturdays Sundays 


The Widest Reaching Classifieds CEA ск 


Day before publication — every Thursday 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENSE 
GENERAL HEADQUARTERS. 


ARMED FORCES OF THE PHILIPPINES 
Camp General Emilio Aguinaldo, Quezon City 
Tel. Nos. 911-6433/9116001 loc. 6592 


newer. | 08а 05502-65 | INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID‏ | وروي ا 

Cebu (0922337727 412-1825 0917-7914386 | Setting Lawns, = a The Armed Forces of the Philippines invites all local manufacturers to apply 

vosto симс ra17s071 иш j | Gardens, and porc tor eligibility and to bid for the SUPPLY AND DELIVERY OF ONE-FOURTH (1/4) 

Ji) OB. 208 FO 7 | "Estate لاسا‎ TON LIGHT UTILITY VEHICLES with an approved budget of One Hundred Ninety 

MKT S2pm DR. GATAN iare MoT ES RAND Three Million Five Hundred Thirty Six Thousand Pesos (P193,536,000.00) 
Тауауй-1НЗ.27 6453731 Уу direct from the office: under the AFP Modernization Program. 


шш The Heritage Pork, кА Оп! 
0 cited الف‎ ly bids from local suppliers who are themselves the manufacturers of said 
Se HOUSE & LOT Corporate pail 1/4 Ton Light Utility Vehicles shall be entertained. 

Buber Poy ey 18314198 feriri Taguig اللا‎ | зввенагоатоваена rer Bid documents wil be available for issuance starting 06 July 2001 during 


enm Tel. No. 845-2341 / office hours at the ВАС Secretariat, Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff for Capability, 
| Разна | 845-2342 / 845-2651] за PREGIOPS4ST ззахиз соок Dalaga 725-1200 | Materiel and Technology Development, J9, AFP; 3rd Floor, Bulwagang Mabini, 
He а a 4 э ш Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City upon payment of Twenty Thousand Pesos 

жашик NN MUN. ES тиш EXPERT HOUSE COOK | (P20.000:00) which is not refundable. The form of payment will be in cash ог 

MARIKINA = 30-357 old wrt of prev. | Cashier's check. 
к ad ones Par SE Apa eee م‎ АВО A Pre-Bid Conference is scheduled on July 19, 2001 at 10:00 AM (local time) 
Pian Big. Port 7282605, 97 Balagtas Bala MB 126 Series чл? at the Armed Forces of the Philippines Commissioned Officers Club (AFPCOC), 
dien Кеи; КА Wi 1 men Showroom = 634-8160 Кала 017080 | Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City. 


50е 8903461 ке 27/25 Bury ————— | Deadline for submi lications for eligibility statements and the bid‏ اضيا 
е MONI ee 5267072 NISSAN LET EU абіпе ibmission of applications for eligibility‏ 


бинм мен hr2 9487112 Pa due ar | envelopes is on August 10, 2001 at 9:00 AM (local time) and followed by the 
BE SLIM 2443937 ‘so wissen وووبووريوويم‎ 0198988165418" Opening of Bids at 1:00 PM at the Armed Forces of the Philippines Commissioned 


asia Officers Club (AFPCOC), Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City. 
КЕ 9 Hectares wth fik bearing VANPICK-UP | mm | The Armed Forces of the Philippines reserves the right to reject any or all bids 
—————— 11-5 wy nd BBE OF 7118 and to waive deficiencies embodied therein without assuming any obligation 
Slimming Program 521-9685 TAR & В لاش‎ PASM — 2000 Hun Dropsd би «ISOFRCEPERSONNELSe | whatsoever for any expenses or losses that may be incurred by the bidder in the 
заа ДА REALESTATE P'S Vic 6803461 Loc.27 mát poston كت‎ gaii. [ preparation of the bid. 
Werde 2 388 dear 17M FOR RENT OTHER CAR BRANDS 1 (Sgd.) LTGEN ROY A CIMATU AFP. 


Sects اع‎ es The Deputy Chief of Staff, AFP. 
qu omy IN EC NE La hs 1B EET Chairman, BAC 


БЕГ ts 942-7689 Ri RUSH! Сой Gradiev PB-IST/mo 
EAE; Т еа == uam 


‘80% Сто 6778810 Charit 


УЕ ———— LOYOLA GRAND VILLA 
ырк ләтле му Um icon 8 as TRANSPORTATION CARE GIVER 15200722 Tepic ا‎ me rhigpnes 
ساس مامد و‎ a 4382346 0917-7062620 FOR RENT C MS Om DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
"e адот mate senes —————_——— чн xir Tue, Маша 
Б САЦ. 5758150 M-SAT 1-10РМ Loyola Heights Subd РЕМ — 
A سس‎ 719840150 / 09194041057 ———— ——— — — CARS FOR RENT INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
VilÉitorMaseurVinz 8513462 ———————_967-A Dolores St. Malate OFC Stall $134470-Ms.Gan 
ite та Delores, SM Ses ‘The Deparment ot Lavor and Employment (DOLE) ites eret bidders 
" Неделно 2080р 6450731 і PENITUS торәлсрав a tne bing rth supp. вінт and санет lie оноо 
Hatem MALE 7314018, —————— CAR VANS 413-5383 470 MS е Notice is given on the loss [| resources: 
һинзщЕ Abad Samos 12 761659 | Е а ص‎ 1-1 Supply and instalation o Fiber Optie Backbone for DOLE Biag. 
Pleasant View OC modem BróaiMB/Vans 92962504535288 OFC STAFF 9134470 Hazel issued by Capitol Hills Goll ‘One (1) unit - Contivity VPN Gateway with 100 Tunnels Available 
тен ung 818 FIOR. الس سسا‎ tent ct van (11) unie Baytack 350 Shh with 2410100 Ports and 1 
T-8287052/54 Olc. ‘FXcheaprates3730584Cathy OFC STAFF9134470 GLORY ying Hwa. Н mo GB Port Available 
=== O с Gne (1) 0L- OpiraPasspor 8008 Layer 3 Switch with Dual CPU, 
SCOUT s05sgm 35M 5-2-2 كت‎ Buai Power Supp, 48 10100 Ропа and 8 GB Port Available 
doy ишп ike L300 Urvan 8264229 Sp, Se Lb Roy 736116 [Tm One (unit = Network Associate t polance башт! Firewall 
— (РЫМ 5, 12 & 19. 2001) (Perpetual License) 1-100 Nodes. 
1З00 Т 4161105 / 71411356 Wanted English Tutors Five (5) units -3COM 3C16464A 551 Baseline 10/100 Switch 12-Port 
Seni ши Ма 100m? 55 sao зва szssoegng Eretas 1 ИЗӘ ve Sita 
200 300 441 680m? 4162762 Deere a 
Sire 00 55ت امه‎ Ten (unis = SCOM 3016981 SSII Switch 100 12 роп (12 x 10 


Dioni ur rare ШИШИ ууш I E 
Эзип тз ee Ж ШШЩ messen LE ы sm Bus Mads ce 


RAX 091922056601891907 ae 2 DRAM; 8 MB PCMCIA Access Suite, Dual Ethernet 


Н Serial Ports Available. 
— HE SELF-DRIVE ; сере унаи Ыш 
Searon Massy aorzsa2 Santen teat i кзы t pA c ee 
К eee арт J DOLE өш. imos Mania, Application ior eigiaty kyete wita the ety 
NL LAGUNA вы да> rdg c vr =e a a a A 
ue FUGERE i SSE ل‎ 
2 р 2nd Floor, DOLE Building, Intramuros, Manila. Attendance during the pre-bid 


SES La [ шш — 3 : Conference is a must and an absent bidder shall be deemed to have waived PIS rnt 
gmeation Upon Arrival И, j to participate in the biddir 
EL mes Per Amann Upon a mp z 


Vascower BC f E The approved budge lor the projects to be bid is EIGHT MILLION SIX 
ГАРТУ all Andy / Mar HUNDRED FORTY NINE THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED TWENTY PESOS 
OUSENDID 1085 мш Эмн шетен жырлы, EJ (Pho 849.521,00 
заетата. 30 an, M.M. 7257185 “The PUBLIC BIDDING is on Aug. 1,2001 atine same scheduled tme and venue. 
PLEASANT VILL айй جه‎ Geld بلجي ب‎ Inlerested bidders are requested to present personally or through their 
$ A-1 MAIDS 833094647 cess id to FILINVEST Alabang ORTIGAS CNTR 88m 18R Specialized in USAJopan/ 5990987 yow payes wide [ authorized representatives their proposals on the date of the bidding. The Deparment 
D — — фа pam Wo бм 20T Semblar 412-1825 азир. md ehe Seri bre paye мз [ Gt Labor and Employment reserves t right io reject any or al bids, wihout lering 
Bestman remens 2903461 Toc 17 eau iles WSAAestalion Росс токто а | Sny reason, waive any iniormatty therein and make an award to the дог hose 
OTHER AREAS " Мен Zealand & Canadian эз? з granted MTO ‘bid is most advantageous to the Department. The DOLE assumes no obligation lor 
ино ery ImmigranvStedeet VISA الا سس سس‎ whatever esses that may be incurre by ine bidders in the preparation of bids, пог 
Efficient, Trained Maid ١ ‘2% wloTaking Car 3732083 Asstance. Call Marikina oes it guarantee that an award wil be made. 2 
icient, Trained Maids звы воа eer يي‎ ITT tor 090109010105010 lese a tepton numbers £27480 айз 
-5271 * 8734 ; АМ Bar wjoTaking Car E E 
ل شيا سنن‎ днде . Pasia tame миынан fy Grey (Gas) BENEDICTO ERNESTO R. BITONO SR, 
(Cebu Branch 2627001/ 02 pias edi 


PGND x Capinor Homez ос, NNKCTTCHEN GENERAL 5 010000‏ سين 
Lowest Office Рве. 5515971 Cal 09194227854 USNE INE‏ 
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573-7057 «672-0265 Timog car, Mather Ignacia Leny 4566824-26 EMI амик рта 


DE eem натат instantly.‏ سيوع 


Comm’ Space Ortigas Ave. bi. D : ор ort from. 
иш Gama Ma / zam e esseni *5014494/1020558* Home 8010516 09176106183 لس‎ 
THANK YOU HOLY SPIRIT 


LIPAT BAHAY E, odriguez Ave. الاو وهنا‎ Pre 6343333 ID 227939 
eresa Rizai mui Арана 520-7008 
Query, near Antipolo) чл 0186298080 — STRIKEMASTER Earn P4,000 D 
L-BAHAY 9206784 4540520 P4.9 milion Cellphone S г = =з O STRIATE ‘wih Your One Tune 1 
0817)7912464; Investment ol Oy P1000! 
puer سم‎ Sues مس لم‎ (PPAR al Oy ш, NQUIRER CLASSIFIEDS 


CLOSED ALUM VAN 8212970 


Felix Ave Dir 


Laana الس‎ Lat MOTS, Fels Ae Di EN tr مسري‎ Aurora branch is now open to serve your 


TT x А 
ЕванАХ ЛЕВА ammas عسي‎ ar veny SELL FUL ED EDUC PLAN ed 35 women, to Uain Classified Ads requirements. 


Business Pero! Сый LL Loi. For inquiries, please call 421-1420 or 421-0343. 
LBAHAY 712-16-92 gr sane Йй Te 223 BUYING ROLEX ушуш 9 


208m POOT Vic 800948127 shes. High Price CASH 
LIPAT BAHAY 713207371517 BUSINESS RENTAL сш ci M 


LIPAT BAYAY 824-1227 = 
FURNISHED Осе Space Puy 581 / Pawn / Repair 


"LIPAT-731-6833 FREE ubites эйе Та ROLE 
LH, al ut olm LX. 
e Buy/Pawn Diamonds 18342886, 
Cheap Condo P2.1M 4br 2th їс. / Res. 2Stry HSE 257 Near 
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P230 per column centimeter 
(AIi prices exclusive of VAT) 

DEADLINE 

for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Monday to Sunday 

12:00 noon 

Day before publication 


Creator on July 3, 2001 
age of 63. 


of Ragay, Camarines Sur 


His beloved children Rolando, Jr. and Marissa, 
Maribel and Bobby; grandchildren Ranton and 
Katrina; other relatives and friends request the pious 
readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Peacefiully joined his 
at the 


His remains lie in state at the Sanctuario de 
San Antonio Parish, Forbes Park, Makati City on July 4, 
5 and 6, 2001 in Ragay, Camarines Sur on July 7, 8 and 


Interment will be on the 10th of July 2001.‏ .2001 ,فهك 


WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS 
and bank-to-bank payments 


Ө Any identification document (I.D.) 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: © Copy of Death Certificate 


DA 


OBITUARIES 


Ciassineo. Apvernsins, Division 
pe 
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^ AUGUSTO С. SANTOS, SR. 


Of San Mateo, Rizal 
Died peacefully in the Grace of our Lord 
‘on July 3, 2001 at the age of 72. 


His dearest wife MILING; children AMANG (1), EDDIE, 
JUN, EMAN and MONET and spouses: grandchildren ALEX, 
SONNY, JON-JON, ТАМ-ТАМ, FOURTH, MICAH, BITOY 
and BUNSO; other relatives and friends request the readers to 
pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remins lie in state at the family residence, #333 Gen, Luna, > 


Re Mateo, Rizal, 
AN == 


си = ор 
$ Atty. MARTIN A. GALIT 


Peacefully joined our Lord on July 1, 2001 
at the age of 88. 


Ё 


c 


His wife Muy; children Julita, Rosalie, Minda, Gloria, 
Martin Jr., Elsie, and Chona; sons and daughter- 
in-law, grandchildren, other relatives and friends request. 
the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 
His remains lie in state at the Holy Trinity Memorial 
dé, Chapels, Dr. A. Santos Avenue, Sucat, Paraiiaque City. 


x Interment will be announced later. 
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absent 
“with the 
hody to be 
present 
with the 
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In Loving Memory 
‘on the First Death Anniversary of 


Emerita Martinez-Estrada 


ow a he ar de Ginn Furada 
"у i 200) 
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чо remember ei in hr payers 
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An obituary with a picture can be a fitting tribute to your departed loved one. 


INQUIRER OBITUARIES 


Always caring... 


DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT ٠ MESSAGE OF THANKS ٠ DEATH ANNIVERSARY * REQUIEMS ٠ FREE OBIT DESIGN. 


LA FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. ROLLING HILLS MEMORIAL CHAPELS INC. 
‘Ground Fr, Roling Hé Chapel, 279 Lacson St 
Mancaiagan, Bacolod Cly Tel. 433-7132 
RIZAL FUNERAL HOMES. 
438 Cementina St, Pasay Giy 
Tots 831-1204 
SANTUARIO DE SAN JOSE PARISH 
Eas Gone, Mandaluyong Ciy 


тез. 749.3800 011 
LA FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 
78 марап Ра, Baguio Ciy 
ты (074) 443.3337 "тоюш 724-4139: 728-2044 
ST. ALPHONSUS MARY DE LIGOURI PARISH 
Magalianes vilage, Makat Слу. 
"s 652-8228; 852 7204 
ST. MARK MEMORIAL CHAPEL. 
16180, Tuazon cor. Loreto St. Sampaloc, Малда 
Tols. 749.3679: 701-1772 
ST. PETER FUNERAL HOMES 
296 Quezon Avo- Quezon Ciy 
Tols. 372.5084; 410-8206 / 87 
VERONICA MEMORIAL HOMES 
Ос NB! Morgue 517-A Arnaz St, Pasay Cy 
"Toi 831-3787: 84-7946, 43-1801; 845-4836 


ratano Si. Dagupan Cy 


LAND BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES 


SECOND, (2nd) INVITATION то PRE-QUALIEY AND TO BID 
FOR THE SUPPLY, DELIVERY AND ASSEMBLY OF THE FOLLOWING: 
fee taurus an An ena 


كت 


nem 


229197 
Hd ЖЕШ ir matte 
seems mgt age revas a perep Cormano ec urs 
ete pees КОГДА 
SEC el Pages et ا‎ Sg a ша 


Tinea ace z ed [Bs Tis 
EAE E aS 
ل سي‎ [emis | somes 


spam age [ges | 
Hmm 
Harm 


LITE 
TEX 


‘ana ln ai Pe enon nF ا‎ Qa Pgs Nr 
E TT "LBP Bulang 36 Se Gi Miu Cf жол famen 
لاه‎ mte dei Wo d ga ra ша Pa P 


ED‏ سمت 
EIL CCCII‏ 
pi gt et‏ سوسس It reece ree‏ 

sees tac ci score سدس سد‎ 


is Pet os ай ы млиин к cee! cod 
pee n САА 
p——— 
p —P PHÓ 
مس سمه م مس‎ 
Bong re og — 
rue ey а ан a 
eo 
(Berto — 
ет 
سب سد‎ 
a م ين عاد ايب ا ب ميته‎ ass ا‎ 
ا‎ 
banal ao 


(iM SA 0) por ig Pet 


1801 Gece Ave. ок. T. Mapua, Man 
Aras 


LOYOLA MEMORIAL CHAPELS. 
EDSA co. Bomardino St, Guadalupa, Мака Cy 


мт. SINAI MEMORIAL CHAPEL 


E" төн. (075) 515-5960, 15-6520; 0910) 487131 
NACIONAL MEMORIAL HOMES 

204 б. rant Avenue, Quezon Ciy 

Wi 4203258 Tels 713.5231 to 95; 714.0007: 714.0098 


FUNERARIA PANGILINAN 
Santo Enero сот Р Burgos St.. Lourdes Sur, Angeles Cy 
"Tub (045 888.2950: (045) 322-5247 
к. SANTIAGO MEMORIAL HOMES 
13V. Gomer St, San Roque, Майа Cy; 
ls. 60617281750 
FUNERARIA ANGEL QUIOGUE 
No. 67 Pasig омео Extension, Pasig Cy 
"Tels, 6417900, 641-1735 
M. Aimada St, Pateros, Metro Manila 
Төз. 642-3010; 633-3802 
GARDEN OF MEMORIES MEMORIAL PARK 
'Caisadang Bago. Pats. Mato Mania 
"ui 042-6101 10 82 
HOLY TRINITY MEMORIAL CHAPELS 
Sucat Parañaque Ciy, Teis. 825-1296. 825-1291 
LA FUNERARIA LAWRENCE BAQUIRAN 

127 Созоодо St. Vigan, locos 
Tel 722-2730; Col (0917) 5880198: (0017) 5680145 
Mantia 23 Pato Si Project 2, Quezon Ciy: 


= CLASSIFIEDS = 


PNOC - Energy Development Corporation 


yy Center, Mori Road 


INVITATION FOR PREQUALIFICATION/ 
AND BIDDING 


ТРОО treu م‎ std 
гегун wh ia enacts Accredlalion Board (PCAS) as MEDIUM 
Rin Elecrcal Works or Ganora E Baag" "Buding and Industral Pianis to apply lor pre- 
oshcatonteigblity andi subsequent lourd elle, 10 bid Tor I project, 


ЗАМАН Rural Electrlention Project 
Stage 2, Schedule 2 (20 Barangays) 
"under Bid/Project No. EDC 01-088 
‘The wo als о Ро supay o ror maar, abr, supervision, equipment, tons 
оларта, and oiher tos io provida бесте pwer Supply оа 
Se Barangays әве in e ©САТАРМАН and BOSON, NORTHERN SAMAR. 
nd SALCEDO and GUIUAN, EASTERN SAMAR. 
Tha re-quiicaloelibity ora may be secured rom the Contracts Administration. 
Group (ob паса M. Corcuera sang JULY 2, 2001, 8:30 алп. 5:00 pam. Monday 
iru Fay upon payment o no undae fe о Опе Hundred Pesos PP 100.00}. 
The pro-qualiticatioreligibiity documents must be submitied lo the Contracts 
200001013100 Group not later Пал 3:00 pm. o JULY 16, 2001. 
Bid documents shal ba Issued о elgble Contacor staring AUGUST 15, 2001 upon 
payment of a on-retundati le of One Thousand Pesos (PHP1.000.00) 
For purposes ol уор aram lesus, a reb conterenca wil be had on AUGUST 
2001, 8:30 sm. at te (0 De advised ilr) 510 inspection 10 ойон 1 
esed isa Rm jb sab ected 
the above adüress nol intor than 2:00 p.m. ol 
Publ opened immecatl ereatr. 


the Contracts Adminstration Group at 
EPTEMBER 18, 2001 and then lo bo 


TIOC EOC rsen lh cgi o rectam or al bids or pas horgot 1o waive any 
оттау tore, to accapf such bids or award any part o he work i any Эдеп) 
whose bits iare) сопан пов advantageous 0 PNOG EDU. 
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Your connection to 
better people, better ps 


DAVAO FUNERAL HOME 
12 Bayoni St. Galas, Quezon Ciy 
Tols. 40.2685: 781-3708: 781-3688; 
413.9400: 715-5504 
DALLUAY MEMORIAL SERVICES 
"аг Upper tan, Olongapo Сау 
Teis. (047) 222-3808; (047) 81-1088, 
бн?) 222-4512: 1047) 224-2014 
DON BOSCO CHAPELS 
Pasay Road, Makat Cay 


DULCE MEMORIAL SERVICES 
х= Abed Samos Avo с Den 


FLORESCO FUNERAL HOME 
219 Gon. Luna Si Concepcion Malabon. Metro Mania 
"tes 2819963, 2813034: 2010522 


For the needs of your departed Loved Ones the following establishments can help you. 


ARLINGTON MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
12 б. Araneta Avenue, Quezon Ciy 
Tais. 715-1025: 718-1031; 715-1027 
ARLINGTON EAST 
Raymundo St cor. Mercedes Avo., San Miguel, Pasig Ciy 
"Tei 147-2509: 178800 + Toleta 641-1760 
CAPITOL MEMORIAL CHAPELS INC. 
11305 б. Araneta Avenue, Quazan Ciy 
"Tei 732.0009. 732-1095 
CEBU ROLLING HILLS MEMORIAL CHAPELS INC. 
aby Braet 
AS. Fortuna Streat, Валіза, Mandaue Ciy, Cebu. 
2 


Tal 894-3032 10 34 


Tas TIENE ا‎ T4160 


31-0721, 231-3102 Fax No. 711-206 


COSMOPOLITAN FUNERAL HOMES, INC. 
Camus Ext си. J. Abad Santos, Davao Cy 
“ole (082) 227-1201; 227-1288, 


For your Clas: d Ads 
requirements, call our 
Classifieds Advertising Hotlines: 


HEAD OFFICE 


897-8808 loc. 514, 516 
899-4425, 897-2535 
897-8425 (Telefax) 


CUBAO 


421-0343 (Aurora) 
912-9008 to 11 (Ali Mall) 


MAKATI 


892-5578, 811-4361 
811-4370 


KALAW 
528-0213, 527-3342 
MEGAMALL 
635-0219, 635-0220 
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PLDT, MEGALINK MOU 

ePLDT and Megalink recently signed a memorandum of understanding to collaborate on possible synergies for the PLDT Visa. 
Cash Card. Shown in photo were (from left) PLDT consumer product assistant vice president Jonel M. Ladaban; ePLDT 
managing directors Ariel A. Roda and Ray C. Espinosa; Megalink president Antonio L. Go; Megalink chair Jeronimo U. Kilayko 
‘and Megalink general manager Criselda B. Santillan. 
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Stretching the value of the pes 


gram Deodorant Stick Refills can now be found 
at leading groceries and supermarkets nation- 
wide. 

‘The Rexona Extra Dry in Deodorant Stick 
Refills is the first of its kind in the Philippines. 
and in the world. Unilever first introduced the. 
Deodorant Stick Refills locally due to Filipinos’ 
penchant for savings. 

‘These revolutionary refills, comparatively 
priced like roll-ons, are also easy to install. 
There is a special introductory promo pack, 
which contains an empty Rexona Extra Dry 
pack, a refill and a how-to-install leaflet to get 
the consumer started. The patented refills work 
only on Rexona packages. 

By stretching the value of the peso, 
can now buy basic necessities and even avail of 
consumer products that maximize your money's 
worth. One just needs to look around for ways 
to stretch the value of the peso and enjoy pur- 
chasing power to the fullest. 


TIME and again, Filipinos have shown the 
unique ability to stretch the value of the peso— 
especially during hard economic times. Bargain 
hunting is the name of the game. And this is 
‘one game that Filipino consumers have learned 
to play so well. In fact, given the present value 
of the peso, shoppers are bound to look for 
products that not only give them better value 
for money but more savings as well 

One such product is the Rexona Sport Stick 
in Deodorant Stick Refills, which give consum- 
ers huge savings. Rexona Extra Dry Stick in 
Deodorant Stick Refills contain deosteral max— 
an active ingredient that prevents malodor, stops 
germs and keeps the user dry all day long. 

‘The Deodorant Stick Refills are available in 
25-gram packs, which can also fit into Rexona's 
50-gram packs. When you buy a 50-gram 
Rexona Sport Stick, it readily comes with a 25- 
gram Deodorant Stick Refill—all for a limited 
offer only. Affordably priced at P34.95, the 25- 


TOTALLY GLOBE BAZAAR 


Who would have thought that Greenbeltis now also the newest, hottest and most complete haven of 
cellular phones. The cellular reinvention of Greenbelt happened when Globe Telecom recently opened 
the Greenbelt Telecom Center as the newest major attraction and permanent fixture of the Greenbelt 
Mall. Launching the telecom center simultaneous to its ribbon-cutting ceremonies was a big open-air 
party held at the mall's Paseo de Roxas parking area, where the most happening bands Next Level, 
Passage and Silk performed toa jampacked and excitable Friday night crowd. The Greenbelt Telecom 
Centerisfoundat the second floor Cinema Level ofthe Greenbelt Mall. The Greenbelt Telecom Center 
prides itself as the country's only and first-ever telecom bazaar that is 100 percent Globe-exclusive. 


CORPORATE GIVEAWAYS 2001 BEGINS 

The country's largest showcase of business gifts, premiums, promotional 
ideas and merchandise incentives opened yesterday with a ribbon-cutting 
‘ceremony attended by officials and sponsors of the event. Cutting the ribbon 
(from left) are Adelia Majaba, president and COO of Danex Signs Inc., 
WorldExco president Lynne Z. Romero, former Tourism Secretary Mina 
Gabor, guest of honor Paco Magsaysay representing Sen. Ramon 
Magsaysay Jr. Inquirer corporate relations manager Celine Madamba and 
Bernhard Knut Netz, executive director of the Association of Professional 
Congress/Exhibition Organizers and Suppliers Philippines Inc. Organized 
by the World Exhibitions and Conventions Inc., Corporate Giveaways 2001 
features over 40 small-and medium-scale enterprises and will run from July 
4107 at the World Trade Center, Manila. 


Victoria Court Malate recently visited the Cerebral Palsy Foundation Inc. of 
the Philippines and donated six airconditioning units for the foundation's 
patients. The foundation is primarily involved with activities and programs 
aimed towards helping cerebral palsy patients become productive citizens. 
‘Shown above are Willy Go, general manager of Victoria Court; Dr. Vicente 
‘Gomez, medical director ofthe foundation, and Jet Nera, resident manager 
of Victoria Court Malate and staff. 
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OWWA OBSERVES WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY 
Youthful deputy administrator Delmer б. Cruz spearheads the Overseas 
Workers Welfare Administration's (OWWA) officers and staff in joining the 
 governmentinthe observance of the World | Environment Day in corroboration 
with the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR). 


Participants مأ‎ he seminarareenjoinedtobe environment-friendly and given 
pointers on 3Rs (Reduce, Re-use and Recycle) of waste disposal. 


Go loco over Jollibee’s 
Buko Рїйа Pie 


THE MONTH of July ushers in a new delec- 
table delight for dessert and snack lovers as 
fast-food leader in Jollibee introduces its new 
treat—the “Вико-Рїйа Pie.” This new prod- 
uct enables customers to enjoy a unique 
combination of juicy coconut strip and sweet. 
pineapple bits stuffed in a crispy pie crust. З | 


According to Jollibee product manager 
Lot Legaspi, "Filipinos like to order our pie 
products as an in-between snack or dessert. 
to complement their hamburgers, chicken ог 
spaghetti. That's why we came up with the. 
Jollibee "Buko-Piha Pie" for our customers 
to enjoy a different Filipino treat that offers 
good value for their money." 

Customers may avail of the Jollibee 
“Buko-Pifia Pie" for P14 as a solo item or as 
a part of any Jollibee value meal for an addi- 
tional P10 at Jollibee stores nationwide. 
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CA to launch Jasmineii 
Portal 


COMPUTER Associates Philippines (CA), the leading 

‘eBusiness solutions provider, is organizing today, ап 

executive briefing to introduce to customers, resellers and media its new 
Jasmineii Portal 3.0 that will enable IT organizations to develop and 
deploy secure Web portals rapidly, thus accelerating their business pro- 
cesses. The launch will be held at Shangri-La Makati's Rizal Ballroom. 


Living in luxury at The Parkplace Village 


THE PARKPLACE Village, a complete and livable community along Km. 
23 Aguinaldo Highway at Imus, Cavite, has a luxurious clubhouse where 
‘one can enjoy the resort-type swimming pool, twin tennis court, basketball 
court, playgrounds and gardens, and picnic grounds. It is a creation of 
Earth + Style Corp., a renowned firm in property development circle for its 
expertise in creating elegant residential properties. 


Starex-travaganza fever 


WIN a Starex Millennium van only at Starmall and Metropolis Star, For 
every P300 worth of purchase made within a single day, you can get a raffle 
coupon. Aim high and get the chance to be the lucky Star of the Day and win 
instant prizes. Aside from the Starex van, consolations prizes will be given to. 
20 lucky shoppers. There will be 10 winners of P10,000 cash and 10 winners 
of P10,000 gift certificates. Watch our for the Grand Draw on July 7 at the 
Starmall. Avail of this promotion only at Starmall Edsa corner Shaw 
Boulevard or at Metropolis Star along South Superhighway, Alabang. 


San Beda accounting reunion 


THE SAN Beda College BSC-Accounting Batch 1991 will hold its 
reunion on July 7, Saturday, at the Gen San Seafood Patio and Bar at No. 
12 Jupiter St., Bel-Air, Makati City (near Edsa). Registration starts at 
5:30 p.m. For further details, members may contact Francis Albalate at 
887-9429 or Vic Villano at 821-1452. 


Win two cars from Tri-Chefs 


TRI-CHEFS Food Corp. gives away not one, but two cars. The promo 
ends with a Grand Draw on July 8. The prospective winner only has to 
purchase P500 worth of food and beverages in any Tri-Chefs outlets— 
IMA Filipino Specialties, Takayama Japanese Garden Restaurant, 
Takayama Kyo, Bangus Greenhills and The Cake Station. The July 8 
grand draw will be held at Takayama Kyo Garden Restaurant, 212 
Wilson St., Greenhills, San Juan at 5 p.m. 


EI Caseron rainy season guarantee 


IF the Sun fails to shine during your visit, receive a 100-percent discount 
оп your room charges. El Caseron Premier Beach Resort in Caba, La 
Union, is currently offering their annual “Rainy Season Discount and 
Guarantee." At El Caseron, rainy season or not, you're sure to see 
sunshine during your stay—365 days of the year. Through August 15th, 
enjoy a 20-percent discount and bask in the sunshine by the sea or pool. 
But if Mr. Sunshine fails to appear at all, your room charges will be free. 
Reservations must be made at least one. 


Music video workshop at Mowelfund 


A WORKSHOP on music video production will be held at the Mowelfund 
Film Institute. Interact with the country’s top directors and learn how to 
make high-impact music videos using the full potential of digital tech- 
nology by enrolling in courses such as Directing/Editing, Cinematography, 
Sound Design, Production Design, Assistant Directing, and Production 
Management, Workshop will be held Saturdays and Sundays, 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. at the Mowelfund Film Institute. Application starts on June 4. 
Register at the Mowelfund Film Institute, 66 Rosario Drive, Cubao, 
Quezon City or call 727-1915/723-4058. Look for Mary Ann. 


FLU AW, 

Actress Rina Reyes gets a flu vaccine shot from Dr. Joselito Sta. Ana, sales 
and marketing manager of Aventis Pasteur for her support for Flu 
‘Awareness Campaign. Baby O'Brien waits forhertur. The Flu Awareness 
‘Campaign was launched recently atthe Westin Philippine Plaza. The event 
‘was attended by notable personalities from the medical, media and private 
sectors. Celebrities also graced occasion. 


PLANTERS DEVELOPMENT BANK AGREEMENT 

Planters Development Bank Insurance Agency Inc. (PDBIA), recently signed 
a service agreement with Asian Business Solutions Inc. (Ар) for the 
implementation of Abs''s Integrated Insurance Brokerage System (IIBS). Absi 
isatotal IT solutions provider engagedin technology and systemsintegration 
as well as project management services for the following business 
applications: Insurance Systems, Healthcare Systems and Filnet Enterprise 
Document Management Solutions (documentimaging, electronic document 
‘management system, Cold andworkflow), Presentduring the contract signing 
were (from|eft) Bernardine Raña, PDB Systems departmenthead Ana Rose 
Kwan, PDBIA director; Vicente Gamo, PDBIA director; Menchie Aragon, Absi 
president; Erlina Delos Reyes, PDBIA presidentand general manager, Wilma 
De Los Santos, POBIA underwriting staff; (standing, romleft) Angela Aragon, 
Absiassociatetechnical support manager; Nanette Maramot, Absi associate 
project manager; Laura Raymundo, BarangayOnline-Absi partner sales 
manager; Angelo Vicencio, Absi business unit head for insurance systems 
‘and special projects; and Josua Gohoc, Absibusinessunithead for enterprise 
document management solutions. 
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MCDONALD’S JOINS PACIFIC MALL 

тор executives of McDonald's visit the ongoing construction of Pacific Mall 
to support the very first McDonald's branch in Legazpi City. The 4-level 
Pacific Mall which will be located in Landco Business Park is set to open by 
‘September of this year. In the picture are (from left) Kenneth S. Yang, 
McDonald's executive vice president; Arlene G. Magtibay, Landco Pacific 
Corp. vice president; Mike R. Reyes, Landco Business Park deputy 
business director, Jing Laiz, McDonald's real estate supervisor; Yachih 
Wang, leasing consultant for Pacific Mall; Joseph S. Lau, McDonald's 
‘managing director and Jay Villamiel, McDonald's real estate officer. 


‘Driven’ series of events 


THE GREEN light starts with a spontaneous mall exhibit of kart 
race cars and photo exhibits. There will also be a Mini 4wd Tamiya 
Competition. The race craze runs at Robinsons Movieworld Galle- 
па Cinema Lobby. Second event is the Advance Screening itself. 
today, July 5, 7 p.m. at Robinsons Movieworld Galleria Cinema 2. 
The adrenalin pumps up to the finish line with third event "What 
Drives You: The Extreme Gear Fashion Party." After the advance. 
screening, 10:30 p.m. at Limits Entertainment Hall and Disco- 
Cinema level Robinsons Galleria. 
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shiitake mushrooms); Ebisu Chicken 
їп п garlic-soy marinade; Tonkatsu; 
Виа Kimchco (pork mixed with 
vegotublos in п kimcheo base) and 
the lone noodie dish: Yaki Udon, 
with ground pork on a sizzling plat, 

“The Yakiniku grill specials are stel- 


St, Makati tl, 818-6232) Is much, 
much older, and hus seen times 
change. It no longer has tho gyoza 
Ed Quimson remombered (it is în tho 
вате building as his school, tho Brada 
Gallery) and asked for. On that бау, 
there was no ten to be had—not 
green or black or even silver (the 
euphemism for Suniroso Orbola's 
favorite aftorement hot water 

Still, the black-and-white olnd 
waitresses yelled cheery greetings 
to their customers and the place was 
filled by many who appreciated the 
low prices, 

Japanese food really appeals to 
the Filipino now, after many years 
of familiarity and restaurant 
evolution. tis no longer a "tourist," 
but genuinely part of our indig 
nized food landscape. 


chicken; tigor prawn 
lic yaki, 

Desserts start with great, light 
lacatan banana fritters with vanilla 
ice cream; Mango Jubilee; ice cream 
(уск, thoy have green ten ico cream); 
and mixed fruits, 

John Silva, Jonathan Best and 1 
started with dalandan shakes, and 
felt the savors flow gently to the end. 

Suzukin Japanese Restaurant 
(G/F Crockside Building, Amorsolo 
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-LIFESTYLE 
The Japanese restaurant evolution 


cooking is done right at one's tn 
ble—although one can request that 
it bo done at another table Instead. 

Tho monu is just as streamlined: 
among tho starters singlc-ontry 
Topresentatives of what Filipinos 
love in Japanese food: ebi (prawn) 
tempura; oge«ofu; shake (salmon) 
sashimi; miso soup, of course; gyoza 
com yaki, tebasaki (grilled chicken 
wings), tori kawa (grilled chicken 
skin); buta yaki (grilled pork belly), 
nasu furni (breaded eggplant), 

‘Tho seven entrécs reveal porso- 
nal innovations: Ninniku Choose 
Steak is soared tenderloin with garlic, 
topped with cream cheese; Shake 
mo Miso Butter (scared salmon 
marinated in miso, topped with 
wasabi butter). Then Tofu Stcak 
(tofu wrapped in beef, topped with 


food 


pies. It has 


when the 


lined, contemporary restaurant that 
an uncluttored look, with very po- 


panels, Thus Paolo promises an 


Japanese food 


is no longer 


a ‘tourist’ but 


a part of the 
Filipinos’ 
indigenized 
landscape 


especially appeals to ушр 
werful exhausts built into the wall 


absence of smells even 


Everyday food can be a discovery 


time, a delicacy in France (aile de raie) which 
here goes for Р50 a kilo. 1 was at the vegetable 
section and found a young Filipino couple stand- 
ing in front of the bundles of curly green stalks. 
"What are these?” they asked the attendant 

“Ampalaya sprouts,” she answered. 

‘And how do you cook them?" 

“I don't know, si 

Neither of them knew, and 1 didn't, either. I'd 
learned how to cook papaitan, my favorite dish of 
goat's innards stewed in bile, by interrogating one 
market vendor after another and collating. their 
variegated recipes. There at the wet market, espe- 
cially the outlying ones, you still get puzzled looks 
from the market women when you ask what must 
seem to them very stupid questions. 1 forget which 
strange vegetable 1 was walking off with when 
опе of them called out afier me: "Oh, and don't 
forget to remove the leaves; they're poisonous.” 

For a certain class and certain generation, U 
knowledge is innate and commonsensical, and to 
analyze and codify it seems as ridiculous as writing 
down how to bution a shirt. But for their children, 
who are growing up on hamburgers and instant 
noodles, perhaps it is a little less so. And for people 
like me, it's like foreign cuisine, and one, moreover, 
that you can't learn about by reading. 1 know more. 
рош the cuisine de terroir of Dordogne better 
than that of Pampanga, And aside from the pio- 
neering efforts of Doreen Fernandez and Gilda 
Cordero-Fernando, there's по way of knowing 
more about it than by hunting out little old ladies 
and shaking the knowledge out of them. 

Meanwhile, as for my guests of the other 
night upon whom I inflicted my culinary 
Frankensteins, they were pleasantly amazed, “I've 
never had fried fish like this before," one said. A 
lot of people probably haven't, even if it's being 
cooked every night in their servants’ quarters. 
Trying to make sense of this landscape, the 
everyday food of the Everyman, makes one feel 
like a medieval cartographer, the sort who 
wiggle out an imaginary coastline and write 
be dragons"; except, in our case, it would be 
"here be gastronomic pleasures uncharted.” It's 
terra incognita; and, strangely enough, it's right 
where we live, 


poor 
man’s 
meal 

of fish 

and rice 
can 
become a 
feast for 
one who 
knows the 
‘cuisine de 
terroir’ of 
Dordogne 
better than 
that of 
Pampanga 


E-mail the author at Climon@i-manila, com.ph 


Center For Culinary | 


SÉ 
са Arts, Manila 
Continuing Education Program 


Restaurant Service Operation July 12,13, Ж 
Learn the importance of excellent service to а succefül restaurant and perform skills 
in sening tables, raking orders and serving food in correct and «Посе wap 


ipn 


Sushi and Sashimi July 14 9am-2pm 91700 | 
| -Grab your chopsticks and sushi mans as you roll your own sushi. Learn co make suchen 
sushi and ways of preparing other Japsneac Favorites in this popular hands-on chass, 


International Боласи for Caterers July М ipm-Spm. P1,000 
~ New exciting tate and Havre will came your way es you unravel differen cuisines in| 
this cooking demo course with CCA, Manila and McCormick. 


Italian Cuisine Joly М. 9am-2pm роо 
Расате La Cacing Loliena! Indulge your palote with the бао, of Ilan dishes! Joia | 
ж and experience the cute of Italy classic (нона on а hands-on course 


Fundamentals of Professional Baking July 14-15,20,22 10am-3pm P4,400 | 
-Gain a solid understanding ofthe али and science of baking. This cune deals with the 
| theories and formulations tla equip students with the necessary knowledge of parissier, 
| Leam different cake mizing methods, cake finishing and a lot more! 1 
| Chinese Cuisine. Joly 20 9am-2pm P1,700 
| -Lear the basis of Chinese cooking with much fun and enthusiasm on this hands-on clas 


Taris, Bars, Cookies Galore July 20 10am-3pm P1,500 
| -Sweets for school days. Learn how to prepare iar bars, and cookies. And decorate diem 
‘with colori icing; а special treat for your kids. 


sa Мапа July 28 разра i000 

eei more o pa than soph CCA, Май and San Remo are hereto show you 
n bis ooking demo course about the dierent іначай пора hat would give you 
Rev акаш 6 dic word раа 


Specials Den July 28 10am-3pm 


287 Katipunan Ave. Loyola Heig! 
No.428-4841/ 426-4837/ 426-48: 


THE 
ТЕА PAR | 


Clinton 
Palanca 


Here is the recipe: Take a few spoonfuls of 
chopped garlic and fry them in a little oil until. 
very lightly brown. Then add a handful of onions. 
chopped very finely (but not pulverized in a food 
processor). Sweat over low heat until the onions 
are soft and translucent. Then add chopped 
chilies: the greater the variety, the more complex 
the flavor. Í used a combination of fresh and 
dried labuyo, medium chilies (what the Thais сай 
prik chee faa), some. long green finger chilies 
and a dash of dried powder, for good measure. 
‘Sauté fora few minutes to amalgamate the flavors. 
Then add a spoonful of water, a spoonful of 
sugar and two of vinegar. At the last moment, 
throw in chopped coriander (wansoy), including 
the stem, where much of the flavor is to be found, 
and plucked leaves of basil (again, if you can find 
them, make a melange of the three types of basil 
for complexity). Boil it all up and serve as sauce. 

Our country has diverse regional specialties 
that each province is proud of, and, until it has 
become a cliché, is only to be found in that 
province. Some of these specialties are organic in 
mature, and flourish in an area due to ecologi 
reasons: I have written previously about the mys- 
terious green honey of Palawan and my attempts 
to render it less hygroscopic (or, at least, more 
impervious to fermentation) by pasteurizing it, but 
without losing its subtle, wild flavor (you can't. 
The others are a matter of culture: regional dishes, 
methods of preservation and special marinades 
for barbecue. The main problem, of course, is ће 
lack of documentation. 

A friend of mine recently bought a new 
Mercedes S-class. The car does everything but 
drive itself; it has п GPS system, which can tell 
you how to get from Munich to Dusseldorf down 
to the last street turning; unfortunately, since we're 
in the Philippines, it can only tell you that in order 
to get to Dusseldorf, you must drive in a general 
west-ward direction. It also has a sensor that tells 
you how close you are to the car in front of you. 
My friend was pleefully explaining this to his driver, 
who furrowed his brow. "But sir,” he pointed out, 
with supreme logic, "you can see the car in front of 
you.” 

Need to codify 

Most Filipinos take the same approach to what 
they call “native” food: not even festive food such 
as kare-kare and dinuguan, or early fusion dishes. 
such as callos and putchero: we're talking about 
dishes that seem so simple and obvious that one 
tends to think that there is no need to document 
and codify them. Yet just the other day | was at 
Rustan's supermarket in Rockwell, which is now 
ту favorite supermarket: they have excellent va- 
riety and prices that are competitive with the wet 
markets; they even have stingray from time to 


Salt to taste. 

Dash of pepper 

Season chicken with salt and fry in ой until half 
done. Set aside, add chicken, lemon grass, сопу 
powder and coconut milk. Cook for 10 minutes 
then add eggplant. Cook until sauce is thick. When 
almost dry, add pure coconut milk, Season with 
salt and pepper to taste. Serve 6-8 persons. 

Prawn Adobo in Coconut Milk 

Marinade: 

125 ml (A c) white sugar 

60 ml (4с) water. 

1/8 tsp ground black pepper 

1 thsp finely minced garlic 

Fish sauce (patis) to taste. 

500 g large fresh prawn in shell 

1 pack (50 g) coconut milk powder 

3 garlic cloves, slivered and fried 


In a medium-sized stockpot, prepare the mari- 
made by combining the ingredients. Add the 
prawns and let stand for one hour. 

Remove the prawns and boil the marinade in the 
‘same pot, with the lid removed, for five minutes. 
‘Add coconut milk (dissolve in water) stir and allow 
the sauce to thicken; this takes about 15 minutes. 
Once the sauce thickens, add the prawns. Bring to 
а boil and then remove from heat. Serve hot, gar- 
nished with fried garlic. Serves 2. 


The class is on July 7, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Trans- 
form yourself into an expert Filipino chef 
for only P750. 

Learn how to make your own rice cakes. 
and native delicacies with our course on 
kakanin. Class is on July 7, 1:30-5 p.m. 

Call the Maya Kitchen at 892-1185 or 
892-5011. 
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Master the classics of Filipino cuisine 


Peking Duck, Шор ng Pugo sa Dahon ng 
Gabi, Lechon Manok sa Kawali, Bangus 

Seafood Kare-Kare, 
Rellenong Gulay and Inihaw na Tokwa. 


“YES, I met a homosexual once,” he murmured, 
thoughtfully. "He actually seemed a decent sort 
of guy. Mind you, one could tell immediately 
that he was gay. Something about the eyes.” I'm 
making this character up, of course, but he's 
obviously an amalgam of people we might have 
had the misfortune of meeting in the past: farmers 
in Southern Carolina, followers of Le Pen, or 
members of the Opus Dei. To this day, intelligent 
and educated people who were schooled in Har- 
vard and listen to Costes CD's list homosexuality 
as one of the “ills” of society, while indulgently 
and tolerantly condescending to work with them 
on а daily basis. 

Thave chosen to begin my column with this 
tirade not just because I was unable to attend the 
Gay Pride events last Friday night (as a friend 
put it, "You're not gay, but I think you've pride 
enough to make up for it, so you're allowed to 
во”), but because I wanted to remind myself 
about the condescending attitudes of snobs and 
outsiders and pretenders before writing about a 
potentially dangerous topic: the food of the poor. 

As ту friends know, [ have very little patience 
for those who moan about “our less fortunate 
brothers and sisters” while dithering between 
Blabniks at Wish; and even less for the creators 
and purveyors of “socially conscious art,” which 
usually translates to canvases of squatter chil- 
dren, photojournalism of the malnourished and 
those novels in which people in the countryside 
are plagued by one misfortune after another (“And 
then after the floods, the locusts came..."). Му 
position on social change is ambiguous at best, 
but I doubt if the later is served well by hypocrisy 
or by producing a canon of literature dominated 
by despondency. 

Gray rice 

So it is with great trepidation that 1 want to 
write about one of the best meals I had recently. 
My maid had returned from the province with 
"special" rice, which she condescended to share 

me, probably in exchange for the Porthault 
sheets Г gave her. The uncooked rice (bigas) 
looked broken and gray; when it had steamed in 
the rice cooker and tumed into kanin, it still 
looked broken and gray. I scooted off to the wet 
market at 4 a.m, and bought half a kilo of Aasa- 
hasa. After gutting them and gently scraping off 
the last remaining scales with the back of a knife, 
I shallow-fried them in hot oil. Meanwhile, [had a 
bottle of vinegar, bought by the roadside in 
Batangas, into which I had stuffed an inordinate 
quantity of small red chilies; I poured it out into a 
sauce and crushed a garlic clove into it. And 
then I had a feast. 

‘The hasa-hasa is one of my favorite fishes. 
‘You must buy small ones and then fry them, over 
very high heat, until they are absolutely crisp. 
After removing the backbone, you can eat every- 
thing, including the tail fins and the head, which 
is the best part. I went on a hasa-hasa rampage 
for a few days after that, experimenting with vari- 
ations. The best I discovered, which I served to а 
gaggle of mystified guests the other night, was 
the plainly fried version, but with a sauce made 
along Thai lines. 


GIVING new flavor and taste to Pinatuyong 
Hipon sa Gata 


Ina saucepan, combine coconut milk, onion, gar- 
lic, salt and pepper. Bring to boil. Add shrimps, 
carrot and sayote. Let it stand under low fire until 
sauce thickens. Serve hot. 
Curried Chicken with Cocomilk 

1 kg chicken cut into serving pieces 

1 tbsp salt 

Cooking oil for frying 

Yac onions 

1 can (400 ml) coconut milk 

1-2 tsp curry powder 

1 bundle tanglad or lemon grass 

З pes eggplant, cut into serving pieces 

Vac coconut milk (kakang gata) 


with the Sarap Pinoy Meals course. 
whiz at cooking up these all-time fave 
such as Guinataang Lumpia, Chicke 


Cordon Bleu, 


Ebisu Grill (146-B Jupiter St, 
Makati; tels, 890-8014, 890-7992, 
896-6475) is certainly one of the 
newest, being about Seven months 
old. It is owned and run by Paolo Y, 
Abaya, who leamed tho language 
and tho culture when he was work- 
ing for his grandfather, Alfonso Yu- 
cchengco, then ambassador to Japan, 

His perceptions and personal 
tasto have resulted in this clean- 


ARE you a homemaker trying your best to 
prepare delicious, filling meals that won't 
break the budget? Or are you a caterer 
striving hard to improve your dishes and at 
the same time reduce expenses? Take a 
‘course at the Maya Kitchen Culinary Arts 
Center and learn how to maximize value 
‘without compromising taste. 


TIME was when one solo Japanoso 
Tóstturant existed in Мого Manila. 
That was Atami, if memory servos 
mo right, on Padre Faura. My father, 
{де Inte Aguinaldo $. Gamboa, as- 
founded his fricnds by having a taste 
Tor raw fish. 

Now thore are hundreds and 
Counting, their chefs Japancso, Fili- 
pinos trained in Japan, Filipinos 
trained in local restaurants, etc. They 
sorvico the Japanese expatriate, the 
expense account typo, the masa, 
Tsukiji is probably at the highest. 

Wasabi the most Cali- 

Hawaiian; the markot suki- 
yuki counter the least expensive; 
Ramen-tel the most like Japanese 
neighborhood restaurants and thus 
filled with families reading Japa- 
nese periodicals and comic books, 
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CHEF Fernando Fidel Aracama 


A big buffet, 
a name short 
and sweet 


(From page B10) 


(black pepper crust, panzanelle, lemon butter) 
and the Sake Sea Bass (sake broth, glass noodles, 
shiitake). 

‘Uva also serves vegetarian delights such as 
Risotto Primavera (asparagus, parmigiano, 
sundried tomatoes), Eggplant, Miso and Rice 
(Sweet miso, pickled vegetables, furikake rice). 
If you want something spicy, you can have 
Xichuan Noodles (spicy peanut sauce, crisp snow 
рейв and long beans) and Spaghetti Pomodori 
(tomato ragout, spinach with kesong puti). 

+ For pasta and risotto entrées, try Cold Soba 
and Crab Salad (spiced miso’ vinaigrette, 
buckwheat noodles, kani sticks), Penne Gusto 
(Spicy Hungarian sausages, roasted red peppers 
ahd tomatoes), Spaghetti Zola (grilled chicken, 
pancetta, asparagus), Seafood Risotto (shrimp, 
squid, gremolata), the Linguine Pobrecita 
(homemade chilli tuyo, kesong puti, itlog na 
maalat) and the Farfalle Bad Girl Style (tuna, 
marinara, capers). 

An initial taste of the food arouses curiosity 
абош the other items on the menu. The new 
Power Lunch menu is available daily from 11 
a.m.-2 p.m. except Saturdays. 

"Restaurant Uva is located at Century Imperial 
Suites, Tomas Morato corner Timog Avenue, 


Qc 
E-mail the author at rbapril25@ yahoo.com. 


Delightful 


COCONUT milk not only enhances the favor and 
laste of a wide assortment of all-time favorite 
dishes, including curries, seafood, vegetables, salad 
and rice, but it is also excellent for pudding, cus- 
tards, cakes, biscuits and cold drinks (cocktails. 
‘The popular coconut milk comes in powdered form 
through Florence Foods Corp.'s Coco Delight Co- 
солш Milk/Cream Powder, which is prepared from 
fresh mature coconut combined with stabilizer and 
in spray dried agglomerated powder form. No pre- 
servatives or sugar or artificial flavors were added. 

When using Coco Delight Coconut Milk Pow- 
der, there is no wastage as one prepares only what 
is needed. Keep any leftover coconut milk powder 

an airtight container. 

Сосо Delight Coconut Milk in can/eream pow- 
der is available in most supermarkets, Coconut milk 
in can is available in 400 ml while powder is in 50g, 
100g, 200 g, 1 kg and 15 kg. 

Pinatuyong Hipon sa Gata 

% kg shrimps 

1 carrot cut into serving pieces 

1 sayote cut into serving pieces 

1 onion. 

4 cloves garlic, crushed 

1 tsp black pepper 

2c coconut milk. 

Salt to taste 


Cook and 
learn, save 


and earn 
—M"« 


Uva serves 
Euro-Asian 
cuisine but 
chef 
Fernando 
Aracama 
insists that 
it's more of 
an evolution 


of tastes 


TER 
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©нно BANAL-FORMOSO, Editor! 


short and sweet 


"x - 
COLD Soba and Crab Salad 
harvests of product, customer preferences and 
sometimes “culinary fancy.” 

It is the restaurant's commitment to use the 
finest ingredients, particularly the local ones. 

Value items 

Restaurant Uva recently introduced a new set 
of lunch menu called the Power Lunch. "We've. 
decided to come up with a special buffet offering 
to give our valued customers a sort of ‘value’ for 
their money,” says Femando. The lunch menu 
consists of a generous complimentary buffet of 
soups, salads and appetizers. This set buffet comes 
with every order of main course from the new set 
menu. It's like a "buy one, eat all you want” 
promo. If you're a vegetarian, you can have hearty 
soups like spinach, pumpkin and green pea and 
tomato cream. The salad bar consists of locally 
grown hydroponics greens, condiments with salad 
dressings and vinaigrettes. Appetizers include a 
bowl of nacho chips with accompanying dips, plus 
Smoked Salmon, Peppered Tangigue, bruschettas, 
crostinis, pasta and noodle salads and fresh fruits. 
The sweet-toothed will surely love the diner's des- 
sens. This offer comes with the popular "bottom- 
less” drink: brewed iced citrus tea. 

Main courses are priced from P265 and up. 
The meat and chicken entrées (mostly grilled 
items) include Chicken Breast (honey-cumin 
rinade with grilled vegetables), one of its b 
sellers, which is often within a ring of rice; 
Salpicao (beef tenderloin, garlic chips and vege- 
tables) and Porkloin (parmesan-rosemary crust, 
Pesto pasta and sauce Provencal). Among the 
fish entrées, the favorite is the classic Miso Sea 
Bass (miso marinade with soba noodles, green 
mango), Norwegian Salmon (taba ng talangka 
sauce, cabbage salad with white rice), the chefs 
highly recommended Yellow Fin Tuna 
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A soft spot for tough customers 


International Exchanee Bank 


Exchange Bldg 
ا‎ St, Legasp Vilage, Makati City. 
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By BELLE BONDOC 
PHOTOS BY ROMY HOMILLADA 


‘OU will hardly notice the place 
and you can hardly read the 
restaurant’s name. Wedged 

between a suite and a bank, Restaurant 
Uva (tel. 929-1570) on Tomas Morato 
corner Timog Avenue in Quezon City is 
quite small. If you blink, you might miss 
it. But once you've entered this cozy 
and elegant place, you begin to ask 
yourself what took you solong to actual- 
ly notice it. 

Uva, which is Latin for “grape,” has been 

ig for almost two years now and continues 
to gain popularity among diners who have adven- 
turous tastes. Apparently, the restaurant has lured 

a steady clientele of professionals, expats as 

well as media people and show-biz personali- 

ties, particularly those who work at the two 
giant networks, ABS-CBN on Mother Ignacia 

Avenue and GMA 7 on Timog Avenue. 

Uva exemplifies elegance and hospitable am- 
bience. With its embellishments on high ceilings 
and unique window treatments, the interior de- 
sign reflects contemporary references to Pacific 
Rim and Asian traditions. On the walls hang 
colorful artworks, which add a more sophisti- 
cated look. Near the buffet table is the exhibition 
kitchen where the constant flow of energy per- 
mestes the expansive and airy dining room. The 
kitchen looks clean and amazingly efficient. 

Not only that, it exudes a relaxing ambience 
and offers excellent service and, most impor- 
tantly, quality food. 

Gastronomic treats 

‘Those who have experienced Uva’s cuisine 
‘well understand that the restaurant is all about 
pleasing textures and bold flavors—decorative 
as they are delicious. The Uva cuisine has been 
defined by many as Euro-Asian and new Fi 
pino. “It's really Filipino in taste. In fact, we 
have a lot of sawsawan to add flavor to a dish,” 
says executive chef Fernando Fidel Aracama. 
“Whatever they call it, we still prefer to de- 
scribe our food as evolving. It's an evolution of 
cuisines and tastes,” he adds. 

Fernando oversees a menu that changes from 
time to time and handles kitchen operations. He 
reveals that a certain dish never remains the 
same. So Fernando, together with his kitchen 
staff, continues to improve each dish. Such trans- 
formations are based on the following: seasonal 
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A COMPLIMENTARY 
buffet (soups, salads 
and desserts) 


YELLOW 
Fin Tuna 


Located at fillseo Rond, Зан Јовано, Pasig Сиу. 
A Tow minutes away ftom Makati, Ortigas and Port 


Bonlfachu, 
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CHECKS THAT WILL IMPROVE 
, YOUR MEMORY. CALL 878-8787 NOW! 


AMICII€CK те checking account from iBank with carbonized checks for errorfre recording. 
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